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sion to welcome an unselfish or generous deed ab
hands of their rulers. Every so-called ‘‘concession’’ was
but the loosening of a fetter, Every benefit sprang
from a manipulation of our own money by a foreign
Treasury denyiug us an honest audit of accounts.
None was yielded as an act of prace. All were the
offspring of constraint, tumult, or political necessity.
Reason and argument fell on deaf ears. To England
the Union has brought enhanced wealth, population.
power, and importanee; to lreland increased taxation,
stunted industries, swollen emigration, and callous
officialism.

TPossessing in this land neither moral nor intellec-
tual pre-eminence, uor any prestige derived from past
nerit or present esteeny, the British Exeeutive claims
1o restrain onr liberties, control our fortunes, and exer-
cise over our people the power of life and death. Tao
obstruct the recent i{ome Rule Biil it allowed its
favorites to defy s Parlinment without punishnient,
to 1mport arms from suspect rerions with impuuity_',
to threaten “to break every law™ to effectuate their
designs, to infecl the Army with muliny, and seb up
a rival Executive backed by military srray to enforee
the rule of a caste against the vast nmajority of the
people.  The highest oflices of State became the guer-
don of the orvanisers of rebellion, hoasiful of aitd from
Germany. 'J‘L)-d.'t_\' they are pillars of the Constitution,
and the chiel instruments of law. The onlv laurels
lacking to the leaders of the muiineers are those truns-
phmtekd from the field of battle!

Are we to ficht to maintain g svelem =0 vepugnant,
and must [rizhimen be content to remain sluves the-

selves afler tfreedont for distant lands has been pur-
chased by their blood?
Heretoltors m every ciitnee,  whenever the weak

called Tor a defender, wherever the thag of Libaly was
unturled, that blood frecly tlowed.  Protiting by Lrish
svipathy with righteous canses. Britain, at the out-
Break of the war. altractel to lier erwies fens of
thousands of vur vouth, ere even the Western Hemi-
sphere trad awakened 1o the wiil of ewadl nations.”
Prishuten, i therr ehivalveus sagerness, lard them-
selves open to the rerroach from some of their brethren
uf foreettine the their own taned which had
affered Trom it roders, ar one time or anotier, alinest
every Inhumanity for whicls Germny s inpeached . 1t
wis hard to bedr the taunt that the army thev were
juining  was that which held Treland v subjection;
i)l!i fre-lt bitterie-» s been added (o osuch I‘PIJI‘():[(‘hDs
he what has sinee wken place.
T Nevertheless, in o the feee of persisbeni discotnaze
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mients, lri:h ohivaley vemained ardent and aflame in
the first vears of the war. Teas of thousands of the
children of the Gael e vevished in the confliet,
Their Lone~ hleachi npair the 201l of  Flanders, or
mouider beneath the waves of =Suvla Pav o fhe slopses

of Gallipoli. the =ands of Eeveto Mespotumia, ard
Judew afford theny sepadtwee. Mons and Ypres pro-
vide thetr monunients. Wherever the battle line ex-
tends, from the Eunglizh Chaunel to the DPersian Gulf,

their chostly volees whizper a rvesponze to the roll-call
of the vaardiwuspints of Liberty.  What s their
reward !

The ~pot o earth they loved best, the land 1o
which they owed their first duty, and which they hoped
thelr sacrifices nicht help Lo freedom, les unredesmed
under an age-tong thraldom.  Ro, too, would it for-
ever lle, were everv man and every vouth within the
shores of Ireland to jwmmolate himzell in Eungland’s
service, uuless the clamor of a dominant caste be re-
buked and stilled.

Yet proot after proof accumnlates that Dritish
Cabinets continue to he towards our conniry as con-
scienceless as ever. They deceive {riendly nations
throughout the world as to their Irish poliey, whils
witllh‘ol(ling from us even the Act of ITome Rule which
in 1914 was placed on the Statute Book. The recent
“Convention’” which they comiposed to initinte reform
wis brought to confusion by a letter from the Prime
Minister diminishing his original engagements,

Such insineere manoeuvres have left an indelible
sense of wrong rankling in the heart of Irelan(l__

Clapitulations are observed with French Canadians,
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with the Maltese, with the Hindoos, with the Moham-
medan Arabs or the ‘African Boers; but never has the
word of England, in any capital case, been kept towards
the “‘sister” island.

The Parliaments of Australia and of South Africa
—both of which (unlike our ancient Legislature) were
founded by British enactments——refused to adopt Con-
seription.  This was well known when the law against
Ireland was resolved on. For opposing the application
of that law to Irishmen, and whiles this appeal to you,
Sir, was being penned, members of our Conference
have been arrested and deported without trial. Tt was
even sought to poison the wells of American sympathy
by levelling against them and others an allegation
which its authors have failed to submit to the investi-
zation of any tribunal,

To overlay malpractice by imputing to its victims
perverss or criminal conduct is the stale but never-
failing devics of tyranny.

_ A claim has also heen put forward by the British
Foreign Office to prevent. you, Mr. President, as the
head of a great Allied Republic, from acquiring first-
hand inforination of the reasons why Ireland has re-
jected and will resist Conseription, except in so far
as the Military Governor of Treland, Field-Marshal
Lord French, may be pleased to allow vou to peruse
his version of our opinions, .

America’s present conflict with
no argument that we advance, “‘Liberty and ordered
peace’ we, too, strive for: and confidentlv do we lock
to you, Sir, and to America—whoss freedom Trishmen
risked something to establish—to lend ear and weight,
to the prayer that another unprovoked wrong against
the defenceless may 1ot stain this SOrTY century.

Wa know that America entered the war because
her rights as a neutral, in respect of ccean navigation,
were interfered with, and only then. Yet America in
her strength had 2 guarantee that in victory she would
not be cheated of that for which she joined in the
strugele. Treland. having no such strength, has no
such guwrantee; and experience has taught us that
justice (much less gratitude) is not to he‘wrung from
a hostile Government.  What Ireland is to give, a
frea lreland must determine,

We are sadly aware, from recent proclamations
and deportations, of the eforts of Hritish authorities
to inflawe prejudice against our country.  We there-
tore crave allowance briefly o notice the insinuation
that the Irish coasts, with native connivance, could be
made a base for the destruction of American shipping.

An official statement asserts that ““An important
feature in every plan was the establishment of sub-
marine bases In Ireland to menace the shipping of all
natinns,”’ -

Oun this it i« enough to say that every creek, inlet,
or estuary that indents our shores, and every harbor,
mole, or jetty, iy watchfully patrolled by British auth-
ority. Moreover, Irish vessels, with their cargoes,
crews, and passengers, have suflered in this war pro-
portionately to these of Britain,

Anather State Paper palliates the deportations by
blazoning the descent of a solitary invader upon a
remote island on April 12, heralded by mysterious
warnings from the Admiraity to the Irish Command.
No discussion is permitted of the tryst of this British
soldier with the local coastguards, of his speedy bent
towards a police barrack,. and his subsequent confi-
dences with the London authorities.

Only ene instance exists in history of a project to
profane our coasts by making them a base to launch
attacks on international shipping. That plot was
framed, not by native wickedness but by an English
Viceroy, and the proofs arve piled up under his hand
in Rritish State Papers. For huge bribes were proflered
by Lord Falkland, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to
both the Royal Secretarv and the Prince of Wales,
to obtain consent for the use of Irish harbors to con-
venience Turkish and Algerine pirates in raiding sea-
going commerce. The plot is old, but the plea of “‘in-
creasing his Majesty’s revenues” by which it was com-
mended is everlasting. Nor will age lessen its signi-
ficance for the citizens of that Republic which, amidst
the tremors and greed of European diplomacy, extir-
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