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CHRISTIANITY VERSUS THE SERF

(By . Arcusisnor REpwoon.)

By proclaiiming the equality of all in the sight of
God, and in declaring the brotherhood of all in Christ,
Christianity pointed out the remedy for the curse of
slavery : and when 1t was stamped out of Enrope the
freed niew were relieved {rom the degradation of per-
sonal dominion and placed v the position of seli-
independence: but they had not liberty as we new
understand the term. The freedom rescued them frow
the dominion and caprice of a master and attached
theny to the xoil with the obligation of rendering cer-
tain fixed sevvices. This coundition is called serfdon.
Au immense improvewent on the state of slavery, it
left, neverthelexs, the luborer in a constrained pusition,
and in estimating the work of Christianity in lessening

the hardship of the zerfs. we must aseertain their origiu
and condition.  As the Bomans: extended their con-
quests theyv placed Taree estates, in different countries -
Gaul, Aswe Minor, Africa, ete.—under the control
uf wealthy Ronans. 1t hecame difficult to cultivate
suel esiates with ordinary olave labor.  Henee it was
thanght advisable (o assivn portions of tand 1o men,
ol actialiv slaves. whe Bl heen deblors, fusitives,
ar sntal] Sandsowners i Anancial straits, and who were
calied rodenss Thee awned the alloiment or tarm for
fite, on condition that ihey pzlirl a proportion of the
produce amd cave a fived number of davs” Tubor on the
part ol tle estate worked by slaves, They were for-
Bidden either o leave tn (-‘Ltéitt‘ nroto marry aut )
it and their chifdeen belonged 1o the domain, No
Merease of cent or laber dues could he pposed wpon
tien, they could underso moderate panishnent from

the swier, and he conld chain them in anvy attempt to

ereape. The two o classes, Cofond and  rustie slives,
workins on the smne estate, led to eonfusion, and in
pagan times cuztown had o tendeney to deapade the

dons Inte slaves,
When Christimnry eifected the ceneral voaneination:

of wlaves the tendeney chanved, amd staves hecame
abors s so thal o course of (inte almost all (he estate
was worked v them.  The estates of the Roman

sapbeared o the downradl of the Boman
clrraptlen o the barlarians
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arvangement swas pesathle o distarbed Eurvipe dor the
suceeeding 2000 veawrs M the =ettlement due {n Clarle
magne the svetenr of the Roman ofens was adopted
While vetatning fscal vichts over ail the land he allot-

ted to his priness and nobles
eventuadiy

Larue tracts in Yrechold,
divieted Into estates held in tenaney for lire,
with veversion te the frecholders a death.  This e
Version the frechiolder on the alert fo prevent ihe
estate From beinge depreciated and labor taken off @ and
s the serfs became attached to the land, Lo these law-
less ATmes the hife tenants eradually asserted {heir nde-
pendence, hecame proprietors, travsitted their holid
nig= to thel clildeen. evected castles, aml rendered
only wilitary homaee o their Newe Jord, Thos arose
the fewdal svstem, which s p]'u ad throuchont the whaole
of Fuvepe, Each grade owed serviee to a higher one.
o account of the Tand, and the Towest grade was that
ol the Taborer whio belonged 1o the Jand,
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which he held oo condition of certain fxed luhor for
the lasnd,
The condition of ithe st o villein, varied nineh

accordine (o the amount of service and the harshpes<
uf it exaetion.  While the lord retained part. of the
dnmain his own cultivation 1he remainder was
parlly let to freemen and partly cultivated in allot-
went Ly the serfs. The nn
hall an acrve. aned the serf held
of hali-acres.  Tie hiad a house, wilh sheds for his [
and cattle. e had a home : he could marry al his owu
choiee within the domant: hix children were not S [~
rated from Liim, but lhey bt’ln]lged tu the land.

The size of the serf’s holdings vegulated the number

of davs on whiclh he had to work an the lord’s farm
without w ages.

under

of lund 1u England was
A wreater or less number

125 days on which the sepf went with his mgplemnents,

A Tlolding of 30 acres entailed aboeut

horses, or oxen to the steward, who set him to work
al hay, corn, vineyard, ete. His wife looked to the
poultry and eggs. 1le was Ifree for the rest of the
year to work cn his own holding or to hire himself
out for payiment. He had no redress against his master
by law, but custom gradually came to his protection
regarding the kind and extent of service. fle had a
church and a priest in the village, and a school for lis
children, if he lived near a monastery. Under a gener-
ous and humane lord his condition was fairly tolerable.
Lt was a vast advance on slavery, vet an exacting lord
lad scope for oppression and tyranmy: for the serf had
noe remedy.  Moreover, bevond lalor dues the lord
olten imposed tolls and taxes for various pretexis—
for Instanee, tolls Tor voads, fairs, markeis: the serl
was obliged to have his own corn ground at the lord's
mill, hix grapes crushed at the ]m‘d' wine-press,
his bread baked at the lord’s oven- -all, of course, for
a charge. Also the ford had n\lel:ﬂ\e richt of .\pm't.
andd fines and other exactions were inllicted.  tn law-
however, e serd was protectad by his lord.
England @l the time of the Doomsday Boek the
serfs, including the villeins and eottiers, composed two-
thirds ol the population.

Fhis svstom of serfdom lasted throughonl Enrope

less times,
[

i e Brth aed =ixih coninries, and in o =ome conntries
evelr until The present century, (]nl»lmn]i\ nused its
milnence 1o =often the condition of the verf. Itz fArst
step was 1o as=ert the divnity of ;4lmr. At the rise of
Clhvistiantty o manual labor was despised as vile o
vase - worthy o1 slaves. unworthy of freewmen.  To-day
we o cansuwer it deoradine for o man o work like a
beast of buarden - harnessed 1o o cart or yoked 1o a
ploweh, Simidarly the ancients deemed it degrading
Tor o man to work lee a <lave i anyv mantual Jabor.
Myriads of freemen in o ancent Rome would  starve

vather than so work
of the State,
spoke ot
thon . anid

cand they were Ted at the expense
The mest fwomous philosophers and writers
with disduin, and called it o deurada-
cotttempl oF Talior prevadled not only
byt

]Hl)(l!-
thii-

the Homaes, well

antany pivh theough all countries
it and west,

Wi o comtrast Ao this universal contemnpt was
e example of our Loprd Jesus Chrizt' He chase o
worloan s condition, and a~ w carpenter 1o toiled
with [l Sacved Thands to =appert 1T Blezsed Mother
A Ths Toster-Tathier, =00 Josepd Sionificant also was
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of workmen, fisliers ) terd-makers, {or the
preaching of iz Goeped amd the Toundation of 1lis
Charel, Fronr the very outsot Chris Mdmlv emphati-
callv proclaimed 1bhe divnity of daber. We  labuor,
working with our lannd=0" =ive =00 Paul oF Cov,, v,
20 a0 anv o man will not work, neidber let him
vt Tine, b 1ty That Apostle associated with
workngen Deeause he owas ol the zawmne trade he re-
pattued with them ad wroueht (now thev were tent.

pakers by teade), (vt xvul,
ine the primitive
hatod  the
fabor.  But

3.1 The parans, scorn-
Christinus becauze  they  worked,

uf the new theory that exalted
as Uhristtanity spread gradualty the results

Advarates

of Tabor were apprectated. St0 Nuegustine, in the fifth
centiry speaks of secieties of laviens in Rome  and
Milun, peesided over by a priest. and comprising men

atd wolnenr of every cliss,
e il Chinvel i for

who worked with their hands
the poor. Priests worked in the
tterval of their ministery, St [likary of Arles in the
firth contury, and his chorgy, wovked their lives
At trade Tor the peor i1 the disessy,

Throughout the period when the slave was passing
on te liherly throneh the state ol serfdom Christianity
ised a great vising power within it o assert the dignity
of labor.  That power was the wonk.  One of the
greatest Dlessies conferred on soctely by monastic insti-
tutions was their rehabititotion of Jabor.  No doubt
their 1

ali

KOTVICEs

acrivulture, learning, and eivilisation
were great, hol creater 0! was {he influence of their

example in giving dignity to manual labor,

In the Bast. the deserts of Egypt, Arvabia. Syria,
and Palestine were peopled with monks.  Aen in every
position of life fled from the corraption of ancient
soctety o seely b the desert mupocence and salvation,
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