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"One afterncon towards the end of December Cor-
vinus proceeded to the Baibs of Dioclesian, accom-
panied by Catulus, who had an eye for proper comba-
tants in the amphitheatre, such as 2 good dealer would
have for cattle at a fair. Ile called for Rabirius, the
superiutendent of the convict department, and said
to him: “Rablirius, T am come by order of the eniperor
to sslect a sufMeient number of the wicked Christians
under your charge tor the honor of fighting in the
amphiifneu.tre ot oceasion of the commg festival.™

“Really,”” answered the oflicer, "1 have none to
spare. | am obliged to finsh the work in & given time.
and | canuot do <o it L am left short of hands,”?

ST cannot hielp that @ others will be cot ta replace
those that arve taken from vouo You must walk Catulus
and myself throuch vour works and let us chioose those
that will suit ux.”

Raburite, erumbling at this unreasnnalie demand,
sthmitted nevertheless to i1, aml took thenm into o vasd
area just vauited over btowus ontered by o civealar
vestibule liuhted from above, lke the Pantieon.  This
led iuto one of the <horter arms of o eructlorm hatl
of noble dimensions, inio which unenied i number of
leaser, though =ull handsome chambers, At euch anle
of the hall, where the s indersected one i hor, a
huge granite pillar of one Block bad to b eraeted,
Two were already in thelr places: one was cim with
vopes round capstatis, ready ta be raised on the gioerow,
A number of men wore actively emploveat o naid
final  preparations.  Catuins vudaed  Coarvinn-
pointed with hiz thu o two Bie vauihs, who,
stripped slave-Tashion Lo their wnists, wire NEESATINT
of waniy athletie forms,

sabd e wiline

A miust have Lhose two, Babivin-,
Pt s thew will o eharimiiziy,

purvevor of wild

Foam sure they are Cheeatinne, ey work s e
futly.”

Iocinnot Pos=1ily spare thin presents Thaey
are worth six ren, or o B ol Berses |t Deitel, o e
MWt b the hesve wark o vver aod 1hen t e sle ot
vay servies,”’ 7

CWha wre thedr nivees Sl b ot tibe 0 tote of

them? And el ‘r"\l't‘[! Ve i i Connd oennad it oy
ey e catledd baircus and Sunaranodus o thes

are vounr men of exeeliont Lo, bat o we

beins amd will vo with vy

CThey =hall Bave heir
aredt giee,

\ S oyl e wir
R H:»-}' i Tider.

As thev weni throneh 1he work :
picked out “onwnber o caplives for many ol whon
Rabirins msde reciatiance. hot ovnerads o ol
leneth  thev  came  near one of ¢ heoe b
which flanked the CHSLOr saie s Lhe ooy g of The

1
howevor thow

L At

P

hall. Tn one of them they saw o nuber or convieis
(G we anast use the ternn restine after (heir labor,
The centre of the crenp waz an old man. st vener -
able in appearanee, with o long white Lenrd stevanines
o hus breast, ikl tnoaspect, centle it word, cheertul
in his feeble action. Tt was the contfessor Surninus.
now in his eighticth yvear, vet loaded with fwo heavy
chains. At each side were the niore southind laborers,
Cyriacus and Sisthnius, of whom iU 35 recorded  that
i addition to their own fash work. one ouoench zide,
they bore up s honds, Indeed, we e told that Lheir
particular delivht was, over andd above  their own
assigned partion of toil, (o help their wenkeor brothren
and perform their wark for them,  Bul their tirae was
not vet cowe: for hoth af then, hefore they yeceived
their erowns, were ovdained deacons in the nexi pontifi-
cate.

Several other captives lay on the arond ahout 1he
old man’s feet, as he, seated on a Block of marble, was
talking to thew with a sweet cravity which riveted their
attention and secmed to make them forget theiv sulfer.
ings. What was he saving to Lhem?  Was he requiting
Cyriacus for his extraordinary charity by telling him
that, in commemaration ef it, a portion of (he immense
pile which they were tailing fo raise, would be dedi-
cated to God under his invocation, become litle, and
close its line of titulars Ly an Hlustrious name?  Or was
he recounting another more glorious wvision, Low this

smaller oratory was to be 'superseded and absorbed by
a glorious temple in honor of the Queen of Angels,
which should comprise the entire of that superb hall,
with its vestibule, under the directing skill of the
mightiest artistic genius that the world should ever see.
What more consoling thought could have beéen vouch-
safed to those poor oppressed captives than that they
were not so much erecting baths for the luxury of a
heathen people, or the prodigality of a wicked emperor,
as in truth building up one of the stateliest churches in
which the true God is worshipped and the Virgin
Mother, who bore Ilim mearnate, is affectionately
honored ?

From a distance Corvinus saw the group, and paus-
g, asked the superintendent the names of those who
compesed it. He enumerated them readily ; then added,
“You mav as well tuke that old man. if veu like ; for
he Is not worth his keep so far as work goes.”

“Thank you,™ replied Corvinus: g prefty figure
he would cut in the amphitheaire. The people are not
to e put ofl with decrepil old ereatures whom a single
stroke of a bear’s or tiger’s paw kills ouiright, They
like to see young blood flowing, and plenty of life strug-
eling against wounds and blows before death comes to
decide the contest. But there is one there whom you
have not wamed.  His face i< tovned from us: he has
nol the prisoner’s warb nor any kind of fetter. Who
can it he !

oo not know his name,” answered Rabirins;
“hut be isoa fine vouth, whe spends much of his time
ot the convicets, relieves them, and oven at times
helps them in their work., e pavs, of course, well for
Beine ellowed afl this: so 1t i bat our husiness to ask
questions.

CButoat ds mine, thoush,” said {orvinus sharply ;
atmd b advanced tor this purpese.  The voice caught
the stranyer™s ear, and e turned round to look.

Corsimus sprung upon him with the eye and action
of o wilid beast, seized b, ad called out with exnlta-
i, Fetter him mstantly. This time, least, Pan-
erative, thou shalt not escape.”

(To be continued.)

A ltde thing shows us that the deeds of kinduness
weodo e effective in proportion o the love we put into
thewn, More depends upon the mative than upon the
st T8 the thoneld he selfish, 1§ we “Xpert compensa-
ton, oroare puilty of cloze calculation the result will
Beodike the attitude of mind whicl invited it

= TES——
MEMORIAL TO FATHER DORE
AN A]’v!’}:;‘\l,.

At ameeting of the parishioners of the late Father
Dore. held on Sundav, July 280 it was resolved that
@ suitable memorial be ervected to his wemory; and
as it was Father Dore’s muost keen desire, eften ex-
pressed. 1o erect a new chureh al, Voxton, that said
memorial be o new church.

[t wax also resolved that 2 Subseription List. ba
now opened, so that the many friends of Tather Dore
thronghout the Dominion wav have an opportnnity of
showing their appreciation of him who was such a
sincere and Taithful friend 1o their bovs in iheir dire
hour of need on the stricken field of Gallipoli,

Mr. James Hurlev was elected chairman of the
Memorial Committee, Father Forrestal and Mr. Denis
Pureell joint treasurers and secretaries.

AlL sabwerip-
tions will be acknowledyred in the Palier.

News for married people. Shiflting is troublescme
work, isu’t it? Minimise the bother by getting us to
do the work. We take down, pack, and remove fumi-
ture safely either locally or to distant places. Scnres
of folk testify to our care. Let their pleasant experi-

ence be yours.—THE NEW ZEALAND EXPRESR
CO., LTD. Offices all towns.
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Ter. 504 (dey or night)—PALMERSTON NORTH

GHASO PIKE & CO!) CABINET-MAKING AND UPHOLSTERING 1IN ALIL ITR BRANCHES
Pictures framed and mounted. First-class work and material at Reasonable rates.

FUNERAL FURNISHERS, Wreaths Stocked, Polished Caskets Bupplisd.




