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‘TrurspAY, Aucust 22, 1918.

Current Topics

Irish Presbyterians Oppose Conscription

In addition to the news alveady published in
evidence of a great change of opinion among Irish
Protestants we now put betore our readers an account.
of a meeting of [rish Presbyterians in  General
Assembly, on June 7, showing that many members of
that body do not approve of the time-serving, bigoted
actions of Jlerr Carson and his friends. The Assembly
net to consider the report of the Committee on the
State of Treland. The veport suid that Heonseription
ought iu justice to be applied to Ireland.” The fol-
lowing account of the dizcussion is taken [rom the
Clasgow Oheerrer, June {5 —.

Rev. T, D Boyle, Belfast, moved the omission of
the conscription resolutions, holding that the (,‘hut"vh
had no right to go bevond the War Cabinet, which
had seen fit to withhold the application to Ireland.

SHIDEOUS RESULTS

Rev. D, Osborne. Dublin, seconded, and =aid the
application  of  conseripiion would  be  attended  hy
hideous results in Treland.

Rev. J. B. Avmour, Baltvinoney, said. as a matter
of Tact, he believed more Fliaw vne-thivd of their prf;/n"z
ere it e s xtrnatey e st stenseripdon ot the present
teme s anghienly o the Nowtdooe 1Ueet (Hear, hear.)

Rev. Dr, Purk scouted the idea that there would
he bloodshed if conseription was enforeed,

CLAP-SERVICE TO (CONSCRIPTION.

Rev. Mr. Bovlb replvine, suid Dre. Park's remarks
were beside the point. If they wanted to help the
Government, let the vounger clevey come forward and
voluntarily enlizt, bhut he would Tee no party to calliue
{or ('OI]SCI"I[JUUI! ol the fantv while he as o minister was
exempt.

The amendment was detentod.

Na count was taken, but about 30 memmhers seemed
to be i favor of it

Revo Mro Liectlev, Dadlvery, who rvose o pro
puse o Turther swendnent s sdd Froshigle rieins aesr
}'m_t{.i.n.-; f}l}J--l it fa [ TET «‘,':fr".'.'; whiids fire r'r!:’rl’f,‘

ﬂuf.w'.fu;,t e for doden 1l endd Tl Headio. e
wis i fuvor of conseription under certain conditions,
atied he moved that these resolutions be burued and
a resolution adopted calline on the Government to allow
Lrish people 1o conseript themseives,

The Moderator relused to aceept the amendment,
and the resolution wus then carried.

The refusal of the Moderator 10 take the amend-
nment prevented anyv record of the real feeline of the
meeting beine obtuined : but it is clear that the lies
about the Pope’s influence tnspiring eppesition 1o cou-
seription have little hold on these goad Ulster Presby.
terians who ave worthy of the memory of William Orr
and the other Pre-byterian leaders who fought for Trish
freedom in the past.  There is little reason to doubt
that if English gold were not so freely spread among
the lower awd more higoted classes in the north the
racial hatred whieh is tanned e flames by the Torv
place-hunters and their teols would =oon die a natural
death.  Unless we suppose that humanity has fallen
very low intdeed 1 the north it is hmpossible to think
that in their hearts the majority of the people arve nt.
disgusted by the atrocious lies by which the Carsou-
Lloyd George attempls to kill a small nation are sup-
ported : and the DPreshylerizns, with the memory of
the Larne gun-running and of the rebel speeches of
Craig and Smith and the pro-German parsons in their
minds, cannot have any illusions as to whe are the
real foes of the Empire and the friends of Germany.
The desire of all Nationalists is o see Orange and
Green united in veality as they are ou the Sinn Fein
flag.  And ouce the deluded dupes of the Die-Iards
open their eyes to the fact that they are but used as
tools against their own country by foreign conspirators
that union will be realised,
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Cathelic Revival in France
Even before the war watchers discerned signs that
Catholicisin was becoming a more vital thing in the

life of the French people. Before l.eo X1IIL. died he
urged the French Hierarchy very strongly to take up

_the Republic and support it, instead of antagonising

the men in power by a useless opposition. At that
time the Government was far more favorable towards
@ rapproachement than at any time since or for years
previously. A few of the bisheps, notably Cardinal
Lavigerie saw the wisdom of the Pope's advice; a few
statesmen also saw low advantageous such a movement
would be for the whole nation. RBut the majority on
both sides were apathetic where they were not hostile,
and the occaston was allowed to go by. Then in the
reign of Tius X. came the definite rupture between
Church and State and the annulling of the Concordat.
To muny it seemed as i such a drastic change would
work il for the Church: but the contrary was the
ease.  The Church began to exhilit fresh signs  of
vitality from that day, and people who had Jooked
coldly before on the clergv now became friendly to-
wards them. It was especially remarkable in the
upper carcles of French sociely that religion was wel-
vomed and reverenved where it had Leen given the cold
shonlder: u change was evident from :he facet that 11
was now looked on as bad form, even from a social
point of view, to negleet having childrer baptized and
to omit being married before the curd, Anocther sign
was the interest in relivion taken v the voung school
of French writers like Prichari and Piépuy, who holdly
advocated and  defended the Catholie ‘(_'Imr(,'h, and
whose influence was felt through every stratum of
Freneh Tife.  And sines the war broke out a turther
fuctor in promaoting Cathelic jdeals and attracting
people to the practice of their religion was the heroic
example of the soldier priest< who by their conduct.
i the trvenches won the gsoodwill of the most hostile
auti-clevicals. Beneath ail this we Jearn that the work
of organising the Catholiv people i= progressing quietly,
and that the value of joint actien and the power of
combination are fully realised vow.  Probably all the
Fulure of the Church in Franee was due 19 lack of
organization, through which touch with the niass of
the people was lost in the pasi. The foes of Christianity
organised their forces while the Chureh was depending
too much on imdividual wetivities, and (he men of
Frinee., though still sonnd at heart, were drawn awuv
fraom the practice of the Faith by huwman respect and
other powerful influences. Already several important
unions have been formed with a view fo uniting round
the standard of the ancient Faitl of Frauce all those
whose hopes and aspivations have their roots in the
sama Faith, L wion Cratholiyie des Chemins de Fep,
a powerful nnion of railway workers, wha glory in
their shorter name of Chewinates Cathalimnes, now
embraces uas many as filtv thousand mewbers, bound
together 1 a soclety which has veligion for its Founda-
tion.  The women emplovees are also united. and are
known as the lhewmimates, They Lave a bavner of
theiv own, on which are the watchwords. Fidem Ser
racre—-1 have kept the Faith-- emblematic of their
aims and aspirations.  They emulate the men in their
(atholic zeal, und they have been well to the front at
all recent Catholic processiouns.  Among the women of
the middle c¢lass another union hax been formed by the
telegraph and telephione workers, known as the P.T.T.
They are all eager to study and to learn as much as
possible about their religion and about its Lbearing on
sacial problems, and collections are taken up at their
meetings for the purpose of providing libraries and
study rooms for the earnesi workers. In the big Paris
stores, such as the How Warrhé, where hundreds of
(latholics are employed, similar nnions and clubs are
formed. Recently a number of those employees liad
a Mass celebrated att Yorre Dame for the fallen in the
war.  The celebrant was an old priest who had him-
self once been a worker in the Kon MNareké.  All are
united by the common boud of love for their religion,
and nothing is more pregnant with hope for the future
than the sight of thousands of girls whe are thus
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