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HERO, BISHOP, AND MARTYR

It was arranged in England re-
cently to celebrate the 800th anni-
versary of the birth of Thomas a'
Becket, the most celebrated Catholic
prelate in English annals, the exact
date of the commemoration to be de-
cided. Authorities differ as to the
year in which Becket was born, some
giving the date as December 21,
1117, others as 1118,. and still others
as 1119. The consensus of opinion
now favors the first-named date.
The great Saxon hero, priest, and
martyr was assassinated on Decem-
ber 29, 1170.

It is related that Gilbert, the
father of a' Becket, had in his youth
accompanied a crusade to the Holy
Land. While in Syria he was taken
prisoner by a Saracen of high rank,
and confined in the dungeon of a
castle. The young Englishman's
personal attractions and miserable
condition aroused the pity of his
captor's daughter, and she soon
became violently enamored of him,
and visited him frequently in his
dungeon. The fair Mohammedan at
length contrived to effect his libera-
tion, first exacting a promise from
Gilbert that as soon as he had
reached his own land he should send
for and marry her.

Evidently there was not a great
deal of chivalry or gratitude in the
heart of Gilbert a’ Beckett, for he
permitted the years to pass without
even sending a message to the love-
lorn maiden who was awaiting his
coming. With a love and faith un-
bounded,''the Saracen girl at length
decided to seek the distant England,
which was the home of her lover,
and, after long wanderings and
many vicissitudes, she accomplished
that perilous enterprise.

Arrived in London, she set about
the difficult task of searching out
her lover, and fortune favoring her,
she. found him. lie had not mar-
ried, and to his eternal credit he
was willing to reward the fairSyrian’s undoubting trust by takingher to his home and heart. Pre-
vious lo the marriage she renounced
Mohammedanism, professed her con-
version to Christianity, and was
baptised in Si. Paul’s Cathedral,
six bishops assisting at the cere-
mony. r l lie only child of this mar-
riage was Thomas a’, Becket.
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Every day 290,000 persons arrive
or depart from the city of New

ork through the railroad stations.ri he railroad systems terminating in
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Father Corti, S.J., of the Mangalore Diocese, who
hails from a family of Italian mountaineers of Ticino,
and who is 62 years of age, has been invested by the
Governor of Madras with the Kaisar-i-Hind gold medal.
What Father Corti did and is still doing is to set free
poor Indian serfs, of the very lowest social rank, from
the bonds in which they are held gripped by their Jain
masters and lords, and this-work, brought to the notice
of the authorities, has been rewarded with the distinc-
tion mentioned.
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There is a Christian precept which he who has re-
ceived an injury or thinks he has would for his own
sake do well to follow ; <(Excuse halt and forgive the
rest. °

the happiness of any home can be destroyed by
any two people in it, each determined daily to have his
or her own way. Riches or poverty, position or ob-
scurity have nothing to do with it. Home happiness is
built on unselfishness and sympathy and forbearance—
or else not built at all, but. scattered into ruin.
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