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NEW ZEALA

recorded in history. Tt is quite certain that, here in
Rome, a certain Simon, who was sometimes called
Simon Peter, and at other times S8imon Magus, actually
in public flew up high into the air; but his charm
having slipped out of his belt he fell and broke both
Liis legs ; for which reason he was obliged to be crucified
with his head downwards.'*

“Then are all Christians necessarily sorcerers !’
asked Scaurus.

" Necessarily @ it is part of their superstition. They
believe their priests to.have wost extraordinary power
over nature.  Thus, for example, they think they can
bathe the bodies ol people in water and thelr seuls
acquire theveby wonderiul wifts and superiority, should
thev be slaves, over their masters and the divine e
perors themselves,

Deeadial U all erled out.

CThen again,” reswned Calpurnius, we all kuew
wlhat a frighifn] crime some of them committed’ last
night in tearing dowa o ~apreme Ediet of the nnperial
deitiox: and even <uppose (which the eods averty that
thev carried theiy treg~ons =13l further and attempld
their sacred lves 111(’}' belteve that Thv_\' Trave (!t]‘L.\‘ Pep s
fo one of those pricsts, own the orine, and ask Tor
pavdon s amd 5 he cives o they consider theneeives as
perlectbv ol

SFearful U7 jomed s tie chorias,

CEuel A doctrine,” sard sesurus, U iweoinpatible
with the safety of the <tate. A man wha thinks be
it i’l" E’Ell'\;(‘nl'fl ‘f)j\' n'l““‘]“‘l‘ AT (“‘\‘ l!'\'(‘['},' {'I'i]“l' i(
cavable of committing anv.”

SAwd that, na o donbt) abservedl Fulviue, i ihe
cavise of thi~ new and terrible Faiet acamst them.
After what Calpirniug bas 1ohl us aboul these despe-
vate men, vothing can be too severs acalust them.”

Fulvivis had been keenly eveins Rehastinn, whae
had entered during the cooversation: and now point
addresscd lirm

Anid vouw, o donbt, think -0 too, Sebastian do
vau et {7

1.
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Clothink e ealinly renlieds that 8 che b
tlans booaueh as Calpuannu- deseribes thewn, infamons
sOUcerers, e ddeserve ta be exterimnated from the
face of the i
thent ona ol

Al wha bochit T cneeringly ashied Fulvins

CThat - Beallowsd 1o juln e destroy
Ing thew who cond o preve hhioself freer from crime
than thev, T ow ald bave oo oue vaise his band neaninet
thent who caveer <how that e has wever heen an

o Bt even -

[owonld vladiv rive

(TR

Cogtel o,

S ITRTAN

adultercr, an extortioner, 2 deeriver, a0 drunkard, o
bad hushand. futher, or ohibd, a proflivate, or a thier
For with bemz any of theee no une ehary
Christians.”

Fulvius winesd ursider

ex the poor

the catalogue of viees. and
still mere under the hndicnd but sevens shinee of
Nebastian, But at the word thier” he Taivly leapl.
Had Ahe =oldive sean Lt pick up the searf in Fabinss
house?  Be itoso or not, the dislike he had teken to
Selbustian at their first weoting had ripened into hatred
at thelr seeond s and hatred in that heart was only
written in blood.  Ile had ovly intensity now o adid
to that feelin., ’ )

Sebastian went out s oand his thoughis rot vent in
fumiliar words of praver. “low long, O Lord, how
lonze? AWhat liopes can we entertain of the conversion
of many to the frath, =1 Jess of the conversion of
this great ewpive, o lonr as we find even honesd sud
learned men believing at onee every ealumny spoken
apainst usy treasuring up from awe o age every fable
aud fetion about ns, and refusing even to inqlli‘r('. inte
our doctrine: because thev have made up their miuds
that they are false and contemptible?"

Mo spoke alend. believing himself alone, wleu a
sweel voice answered him at his side: “Good youlh,
whoever thou art that speakest thus, and methinks 1
know thy voice, remember thal the Son of God gave
light to the dark _eve of the bady, by spreading {hereon
clay, which in wman’s hande would have only blindecd
the seeing. Let us he as dust beneath 1Vis feet if wo
wish 4o Becwme s meam of entightening tha ¢

woof

-

men’s souls. Let us be trampled on a little longer in
patience ; perhaps even from our ashes may come’ put
tha spark to blaze.”

“Thank you, thank you, Cweilia,” said Sebastian,
“for your just and kind rebuke. Whither tripping on
so garly on this first day of danger?”

Do you not know that I have been named guide
of the cenetery of Callistus? T am going to take pos-
session.  Pray that I may be the first Aower of this
conming spring.”’

And she passed on, singing blithely.
tian begged her to stay one moment.

(To be continued.)

THE STATE AND LABOR
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Before the advent of the Chureh the duty of the
State Aowards dabor wps almost entively 'ignor(\d.
Fven awmeong the Jews the conditions of labor were
Fay from ideal, although the hardships of the Lought
or bired servant were ereatly reduced by the Divinely-
e legislation. Relizion bas ever been the main
defence ol o working man, Pagani=m in its most
cemplete material developiment despised labor under
every forn. The hitory of labor in the ancient pagan
wortd s manly the history of slavery, and slaves were
the auervest chattel in the eves of the pagan State.
Aecording 1o the wording of the Roman faw they were

to he pegarded o 0 madlee, peeomerliats s peo grodini-
poediingsT 0 A nathing, as dead things, as four-footed
beasts " That o in brief, was their legal status.  They

could nat even contract @ marviace which the law would
VeI IR,

The e conditios roturned when Christianity
wits swept away by the barbiarian hordes before the new
vn of the Ages of Faith, The ddave was the master's
property. Fven with roturninge civilisation his testi-
oty conihil nat be yeceived 1o eourt execept under or-
thre. Such were the vichts of labor in the eyes of the
Rtate exeept where Christinniry had been able to hring
veliefo Anter the lapse of centuries the Churcll sue-
vecsdiadl i dmipressing upon the public administration
a new convept of the richis and disnity of the laborer,
whivh  the State was bound (o safecuard under the
Ui 3v o her doctrine of brotherty
love wpd the example aof e God-mau  she brousht,
about the aholivion of slavery and gradually amelio-
rated the lot of the serl. wntil the day of his complete
clnzcipation dawned, But long betfore that period she
hadd been active in fuspiring and directing social legis-
lntion o favor of the workiug man.

The Tuhorer, as viewesd by the Church, is an integ-
ral part of the fiving ovganism ol society, e has
therefare social rights that must be protected and de-
fended by the State. Numerically, he represeats by
far the vreatest element within the ecommonwealth.
Tindustrially the prosperits of the entire community i
mreparably conneeted with his daily toil. *'1t may be
brudy said that 1= only by the fabor of the working
man thad States crow rich,” wrete Pope Leo XTI7.
Heven the pulbdic aduini=tration i under an ohliga-
tion ol merely of charitv, Ll of  atriel. justice to
provide tor the welfare of ats laboring elasses, and 1l ix
the duty of every vovermuent te see that “They whe
vontribute «o Jargely to the advantage of the com-
monity may shara in the benefits they ereate,”  (The

Cnddition of Labar)

ristian dispenzation,

But the obligation of the State is based upon even
ligher  constderations, Transcending  the purely
material order. this daty of safeguarding all the jusk
interests of the working population is founded wpon the
end of society ilsell, which, in the words of the Tloly
Father, s “to make nien better.’”  Yceonomic condi-
tlons, as we need hardly repeat here, van exercise the
most. vilal and far-reaching miluence upon the moral
and veligious life of the people.

Cheoall well-constituted  States.'

saye the preat
Pope of the warkig men,
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