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trouble which bids fair to loom larger than ever on
the horizon of our day. Tweniy-three years ago these
words were written, and they are truer now than
they were then. Leo XIII. did not hesitate to call
the evil by its true name when ho described it as a
state of slavery. Five years ago Ililaire Belluv wrote
a brilliant book in which he pointed out that the
menace of such slavery was daily assuming more
alarming proportions, and that it was fast becoming
actually a State Instituticn. ‘*Where,”” he says, ‘‘theye
1s compulsion applicable by positive law to men of a
certain status, and such compulsion enforced in the
last resort by the powers at the disposal of the State,
there is the institulion of slavery; and if that insti-
tution be sufficiently expanded the whole State may
be said to repese uponr a servile basis, and is a Servile
State. . . \We call the Bervile State that arrange-
ment in which so considerable a number of fanulies
and ludividuals are constrained by positive law to
labor for the advantage of other families and indi-
viduals as to stamp the whole community with the
mark of such labor.””  lu anclent times we are told
that the slaves were driven by the whip and the
dagger. and that enforced labor was sanclioned Dby
positive laws.  Modern slaves are not legally recoy-
misedd as such. nor arve they sconrved by their masters,
But they are compelled (o slavery T the prevailing
economie comditions, and thev are scouwrged by dread
of starvation in same cnses, and by the danoerous
conditions amud which they must labor it thev will
live in others. In a time when hugs war profits are
beine made haw little heed 1= taken of the needs of
any but skilled workoren! The cost o Food has in
creased by filty per cent ) but taere 13 no correspond
mie inerease 1 the workmwan’s wapes,
has loxt fifty per cent. of itx purchasing piwer, bat
who takes thiz into account when dealing with b
laborer=?  Aud because there 15 no constderation of
these clrcumstances the wnrest daily brecowes more
acute. At the root of the sactal problem. as at the
roat of the war, 1= the same want of Christian charity
which makes 1t passible to have amongst ws at this
are of the world the existence of such conditions.
The followine extracts from a report. of the United
Btates Conunission on Industrial Relations is ominoeus
readinge ; —

“The ricll, comprising two per cent. of the prople,
own sixty per cent. of the wealth.”

S The middle elass, comprising 53 per cent. of the
people, own thirty-five per cent. of the wealth”

“The poor, camprising sixty-five per cenl. of the
people, vwn FIVE ner cent. of the wealth.”

The samg is proportionately true of Englapd.
And of such couutries Bishop IHuntington declaved -
““A society that has all s property at the top and
all its discontent at the beottom will tumble over into
ruin.”  According to an Amnerican expert  Persia,
Egvpt, Babylon, aud Rome all collapsed after the
wealth had accumulated in the hands of the few. [t
ix small wonder considering all these indications that
seriotts thinkers believe that when the great war is
over many countries will have to face a =ocial upheaval
in comparison with which even fhe war may become
insignificant.  And the worst of it is thal no warniny
is of any availl As Tfong as men deliberately set
Mamuon before God Christian charity will never have
a chance to make all things richt in the world: the
Adwrd suera faomes will continue to turn wmen into
wolves until the day comes when the Master demands
the Iife of the last of the fools

The sovercion

How the Empire is Governed

When we remember that the ecables senl out to
us are canirolled by the British Government, and
that, as a consequence, they represent the principles
and intelligence of our rulers, we necessarily think
furiously. Are we now poverned by a gang of men
who not only have not the courage to tell the truth
but who opeuly adnnt that they must have a con-
trolled press which shall publish not the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, but ounly what

suits the Goverument? From what we know of the
press campaign and of the methods which Mr: Asquith
in the name of honor and truth condenined we must
conclude that such indeed js the Lloyd George Govern-
ment. Tt is a sad state of things when we must recog-
nise that the Northeliffe ‘“corner.”” which controls not
only the press but also the politicians, is so unreliable
and so prone to lies about Ireland and abont Cath-
olics that we cannot attach the slightest unportance
to what we now read us wews. Mr. Chesterton says
we are governed by Guy Fawkes, and his words are
worth reproducing here.  This is how he analyses
present dav Governments in Hngland: —"A curious
confused attempt {o combine the mmunity and even
anenymity of private life with the fame and applause
of public life: a touchy self-importunce which screams
like a cockatoo when criticised @ a sheer mental Lreak-
down in the presehice of any peneral principle ; and
ignorance of history . and ienorance of humanity: a
congested combination of tlie 1wo stupidities of think-
g evervhody like vneself and thinking oneself better
than everybody: and finalle a complete failure of
moral courage and an pability 1o face the music.
These are Business Clavernments: and there will be u
great many anore of them.  Bnt of all the examyples
of suels fatihity the most Ariking of all and most
svmbolie has been the Lt feature of the Northeliffo
press. - They and other journalists have actually be-
gun Ao nake the solidardy of the Irish bishops in
the Trish ity an exeuse for the old nonsense of No-
Poperve They have actustly beoun to buen poor old
Guv Fawkes i oeflioy :

vy oon whielh 1o pet
nede i overy .
seription bor

simply rcause they want some
rid of their fevitation at having
Llineder: the Blunder abonl con-
Jaind The main mwark of this
~ort af thing i oweakne~. Loth moral and inental ;

thie meral wealoness of makine o mistake amd blamin:r
santebody el foro s and 1he memtal wealkiness of an
tenorant and ddistie choive 10 the matter of the varty
to be Llamed . Nothine is wore certain or more seli-
evident than that the Iri=h people were avainst con-
seription Betfore thers was even any (]11(’:\1:1'011 of the
Prish priest= The common-:ense wav of sating the
caze 15 not o oenyv that the hizhons are leading every-
Bodv, or leading anvhody, m the matter: o s 1o Hz;.y
that evervhudy bas moved i the sane direction i
thix matter, even the bisdiope. T = a0 plain question
of dates, fact<; chronnlaey ol conerede hisiory,  No-
hudy moved more carlv or mme cacerly i the matter
than the anticlevicals The chvical element moved if
anvihing vather late s mnd its ondv effeer on the move
ment would e 4o moderate 300 1t moeved hardly so
much becatse 10 was national as beeause i1 could not
be experted o be violentlv anti maiional, if the
Kespreeine Vot bl lrslreeps po Leclanod hod really bifvesed
('mﬂ.\-f'f'r'ﬁf/uﬂ Eowinaded Berre b ‘-r,-,‘f/‘u s of the whole
Bonel of Auaglican Dishops dn Do Floase af Lourds fived
rleen ned pretiscingriecd e patidie hopcdicfion on e
mrerny, the ey owftoe thae dnvasion of  Befgiom”

In Dits wsnab belliant way Mro Chesterton puts
the whaole truth of the watter o o nutshell. Fle
knows, as cvery honest FEnglishuan knows, that Tre-
Tond stamdds exacthv an Alic seme relation to England
as Belgnon dJoes to Germany at the present day 5 and
he is net afraid to tell the Geth about ot If any
annfirmation  were needed (o aszure (latholies  that
the hishops are richt the mane eriticism of owr own
press wonld be enough. Mro Chesterton™s words not
only throw light on the wonderfnl ways of them {lat
govern, hut they alse get at the rool of {he ignorance
and bigotry and savagery Trom which the present No-
Popery movement  springs. No-Popery is rampantl
everywhere—although «ueh a0 good  Judee zs Civis”
has paid us the compliment of attributing it o the
Tubbet 1n New Zealand. But there s uo need to
worry.  The opposition of the cang is the surest sign
that Catholics have al present a healthy scuse of their
duty.
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