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shine and His rain equally upon Ilis enemies as upon
His friends, shall weak man frame another rule of
justice 2 '

At these words Fabiola wondered: they were so
like those of her mystericus parchment, identical willi
the moral theories of her slave. )

“"You have been in the East, T Lelieve, Schastian,’”
she asked him, rather abruptly : ““was it there that you
learnt these principles? Far I have one uear me who
1s yet, by her own choice, a servant, a woman of rare
moral perceptions, who has propounded to me the same
ideas, and she is an Asiatic."

“It is not in any distant country that T learnt
them, for here I sucked them in wilh my mothers milk ;
though originally they doubtless came from the Jast.

“‘They are certainly beautiful iy ihe whstraci,”
remarked Fabiola; “but death would overtake us hefore
we could half carry them out, were we Lo make them
our principles of conduet,”

““And how beiter could deatl find us. Ihouvh not
surprise ns, than in thus doing aur dity, even i not
to its completion 7"

“For my part.” reswmed the ladv. 1 am of (he
old Epieurean poct’s mind.  This wortd i a banguet,
from which 1 shall be ready to depart when 1 have had
my fill—irr conrive satur-—and tot 10l then. | wisly
to read life’s book throurh, and close it calily,
when T have finished ite last page,”

Sebastian shook bis head. smiling. and sail. = The
last page of this world's hook conmes but i the midddine
of the velume, wherever * Jdeath " way hippen to he
written. But on the next Pave besins the thaninate,
book of a new Hie—without a liast page.

YT understand vou.” replied Fabiola vond-Tiunar-
edly: “‘you are a brave soldier. and NOU speds ax sneh,
Yau must be alwavs prepared for death (rom g thou-
sand casualties: v xeldom ~ee i anproach ~udedes
1t comes niore mereitnlly and stealthils s the w
You no doubt are MU=DE 0N a Wore olorhie fage. oo
receiving in front full shenves OF arrows Trarn i v
and falling covered with howir, Yoo ol 1. )
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dier’s funeral pite. with traphivs crocted aver 1. T
you, after death, opens i+ hrighi pae the Lo we

glory .’
“No, no. weutle ladv.” ex-luinied Selwisting
phaticallv: 1 mean not <o, | '
which can only bhe enjoved by an antivipatine fancy,
L speak of valgar death, as [ iy cone 1o '
comnion with the ponrest slave : eotaniming e b <o
burning fever. wasting me b lone Livrevin l
tion, racking me by slowly cating uliers
please, by the <till crueilor
In any form let It come
love. "
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“And do vou really mean tha
plated would be welconmed by vou !

“As joyful as ix the c=pi<';1:'<'. when the Guors of
the banqueting hall are thrown wice open, and e wees
beyonud them the brilliani hunp=. the chiterine qalile,
and itz delicious viands, with s attendant jninistepes
well girt, and crowined with vases s ax blithe as 0= the
b_ride when the bridevroom s Mnennesd . cominge with
rich gifts, to conduct her to her new |
exulting heart he, when death,
throws back the vates, ron on
on the other, which lead 10 a new awd perennial life,
And T care unt how grim the messencer mayv he Fh
proclaims  the approaclh of Ilnn wii, |
beautiful.”

“And who is [Te ! avked Fubiola caverlv. (g,
He not he ween suve through the fesh]ie
death )

“No,”’ replied Sebastinug: * for it s Tle who st
reward us, not oniy for our lives, bui for aur dealhs
also. Happy they whose inmaost beavts, which Jle has
ever read, have been kept puwre angd Hinocent, as well
as‘their deeds have heen virtuous' I'or them b= this
brlghl. vision of Ifim, whose {1ue rewards anly i}
begin.”’ i

How very like Syra’s doctrines ! s
before she could ]
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_ re thought. But
speak again, to ask whence they carue,

a slave entered, stood on the threshold, and respeetfully
said, ‘A courier, madam, is just arrived from Baiw.”

““Pardon me, Sebastian!’ she exclaimmed. “‘Let
Lim enter immediately.”

The messenger camne in, covercd with dust and
jaded, having left his tired horse at the gate, and
offered lher a sealed packet.

[ter hand trembled ax she took it: and while she
wits unlogsening  its bands,  she hesitatingly  asked,
Clrom oy father?”

“About himoat leasl.” was the ominous reply,

She opened the sheet, glineed over it, shrieked,
and fell.  Sebastiun caught her hefore she reached the
cround, laid her on a couch. and delicately left her in
the hands ol her handwaids, whe bad rushed in ab
the erv.

One clance bad told her ally Ller father was dead.,

CIHLAPTLER VIIL - DARKIR =STILL.

When Hebastion eame tulo the cowd, he found
a Uie crowd of domestics cathered vonnd the courier,
Hsteninye Lo the details of thelr master's death.

The lotter of which Torguitus was the hearer to
hint heal produced its desived elfeet. e enlled at his
vithe and spent a few dave with his dauzhter, on his
wiy 1o Astas e was nore than usnally affeclionate ;
ik when they parted, Loth father and daughter
seetied e have a welanchely doreboding that  they
would mect no niore. 1le zann, however, recovered his
spivits wt Babwe, where o party of good Jivers anxiously
awaited hin: and where he con=irderel himeeli obliged
ioostav, while his

ey was heive fitted up, and stored
with the hest wines aud provisions which Campania
alicrded, tfor his vovagze.  lle indulged. however, his
MINitrions tastes 1o exces- 1 and on caming out of a bath,
after a llearty =upper. e wis seized with a chill, and
e ronr-and-twenty hours wis a corpse. I1le had left
hie sandivided wealth Lo his euly ehild,  In fine, the
redywas being embalmed when the conrvier <tarted.
wnd was to be brouchl by his calien Co O=tia,

On by this sad tale, =ebastian was almost
sovrv that be had spoken as le duod done of deatlh @ and
lerv the hoouse with monraful thog .

Fabicla's fir-t plutee into the dark abves of grief
wirs despr and dismnals dewn into unesvsciousness. Then
the puvvaney of voutin and anind hore her up again
toothe =trface s and hev view of lire, 1o the Borizon, was
e ool i Dol less ceean ol aa

wihineh Sonted ne v

~eething waves, on
beveelt. Iler woe
sevzel ntter ard tdeasured ©and she closed ber eyes
with o shulder, and = v her-ell 1o 2l acain loto
nhiivimeness, 10D oner e ot to wakefulness of
pords A and oshe thas dossed up and
cdow s Letween transient deathy o lite, while her af-
tetdnnts appaied remedles
cesslon ol aarminge fits il convideione,
shee =t . pale, st

vowlial thev deemed o suce-
At length
sind teavless vently pushing
sle the hand thot wried to adnius=ter reslorad ives e
e b this state she remsained lonz g stupor, fixed
and deadly, secmed to ave entranced her: the pupils
wers altlost pusensible foo the el and Fears were
whizpered of her hiradn heenming oppresaed. The pliysis
clan, who haa been ealled, atteren di-'tiurﬁy and for-
ciby oty her ears o i UEFabioln, doe ovoeu
kunow that veur father s dead 777 She started, fell
ol oa beeting flond of terrs relieved her heart
i head. She spoke o her Father, and ealled for him
antidst her sobs, and sand wild and incolierent, but
afectionate things about, avd Lo, hinn, Sontetimes she
seered to thinds him still alive, then she remembered
he was dead and so <he wept and meaned, till sleep
toos the tnrn of tears, I no=ing hier shatliered mind
and Frame.

Euphrosyvoe and =vra aloue witehed by her,  The
Farmer had, from fime to thine, pnd i the conumen-
places of heathen consolaton, had rennaded her, foo,
how Sdod a master, how honest & oman, how loving
fathier he had heen.  Buat the Christian sal in silence,
except to speak pentle and soutbhing words to her mis-
fress, and served her wilh an active delteacy, which
eveu then wax not unuoticed. What could she do maore,
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J. J. GILLIES ('Phone 855

13 ANDREW ¥YOUNG ST, PALMERSTON NORTH

RAILWAY TAXI SERVICE—Two up-to-date Sun-

beam Cars. Cab rates in borough; outside by arrange-
ment. All classes of work done, including Weddings,
Funerals. Trains met day and night. Prompt attention
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