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OUR ROMAN LETTER

Br “‘ScorTus.”

Tt i3 no exaggeration to say that for many years
no puvate member of parltament has atiracted so much
attention in this country as did and does Mr. AeKean,
by his able and persisteut efforts to unmask thle hypu-
crisy with which statesmen had made preparations for
excluding the Pope from the coming Peace Couterence
by means of secret treaties.

On December 6, as will be remembered, Mro M-
Kean first drew the attention of the House of Conmons
to the existence of a secret ¢linse In o Ureuty between
England, TFrauce, Rus:ia, and Jtary, the object of
which it was alleged was the elbulnation ol the Pope
from haviug anvthing to do with any of the yuestons
comzected with the war.  In his wswer, the 1 vonsihle
Minister (Lord R, Cevti) at firsi denied there was any
such elause, but on being olosely prossed by 3 Me-
Kean, made a statement tanianouni to an adinisshen
that some sucl clavce did exist. SRhertiv Berere thar,
the responsible Minister 1y the Ttalian Parliament. m
answer to a similar question put by one o0 the Depu-
ties, flutly dended the exiztenes of any =wh claiee the
denial wasx accepted without aemur. wa pbliste
broadeast, was translated 1nto everys Dengie,
peared in neariv every newspaner in
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charge a couple of weeks later, eliciting still more pre-
clous admissions; but just as before these were not
allowed to see the light here.

The next act in the comedy was reserved till the
reassembling of the English and Italian Parliaments.
Tlic first or second day after the opening of the Italian
Parliament, one of the Deputies (Bevioni) read out a
copy of the whole Secret Treaty comprising some six-
teen articles, the fifteenth of which contained the
famons clause regarding the exclusion of the Pope, the
sixteenth (‘unoual\ enouﬂh being to the effect that the
whole tréaty was {o be kepl a secret |

The next day the front page of one of the Cathalie
organs contained a whole blank colwmn, which, as those
in the kuow were aware, represented Mr. McKean's
questions on the existence and purport of that clause.
Cleavly the Ttalian authorities had their minds made
up o suppress My, MeRean, however much the English
Ministers might fail in domﬂ s0. In the English Pu-
‘wm\m. as will e remembered. Mr. MeKean returned

the ciraree fnoa Inll dress debate, and in a speech
sohoddeserves to be reprinted and widely cireulated,
exneeml the whole miserable system of h\pom sy, trick-
ervy g subterivge. Lord Robert Ceci I, in his reply,
o muu- wits driven baek on the not very maniv
o=zt forwsnd plen thar thoush there was some
fovhiee, no insull was intended 1 yv it that the Pope
preveried from entering upon vegotiations in
connoection with the war, and that the only thing the
:‘-'1« Aoy was that uf fraly objects to the Pope
mm a representative do the Peace Conference,
et il seppert that abjection. Naturally Mr.
Loseered uneonvineed s but Lord R, Ceeil hast-
wave b that his l‘)I)Je_-(‘[iuu wis ba<ed on ''a
phccnrehension of what the clanse veally provides
i Lo libedr L were to quote Its oxact tevms, [
aareeeviped beowil osee that T have ruated it eor-
roct b O wonders, or ruthey perhaps, one does
Corwnders why Joe did not quote its exaet terms. No
; cocthl Todeue by so doing, and some such \{Pp
w verdered noee oy the publication of versions
: S which were 1'rnwvd to be inaccurate. “Np
cie teeianented the Oeser el o e Htmann) denjes the
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The distrist thad already exists "
izaliny Forelan Secretary (Haron Sonninoe)
aornore or less shmilar statenent a day ov two
vehaing Taod Ceell’s assertion that the elause
no arere than this that only the belligerents
have a ook i at the Pence Conference. To this
orratore veplied that no one could ub]e(t ta a
weneral stipubion between the heiliperents that they
and ihey anldy were 1o be epresented at the Peace Con-
ferviiee s bt the gravamen of the clause was that the
Flalv =ee wlone way singled out for exception witRout:
ary mention of the Clovernments of such colintries as
theee of Spain and the United Siates. Tt is not the
aifirimation of Cthet penerat right (said the Osservatonre)
Dt ils pes chfum to the Holy See that is oflensive and
mjirions -that is {le clues-h()n.

Tu tlm course of his address or defence on {he
subrlect, Barow Honnino went out of his way to com-
pliment the Toly See and the Catholies of Ttaly on
thelr conduct (Tmmcr the war—an attitude nuite differ-
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