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Current Topics

The Campaign

The Vational Vews has thrown further light on the
eteps the Government took in order to buy up all over
the English-spesking world as many editors as were
satisfied to become abetfors of the Lloyd George eamon-
flage propaganda. 1t seeris that the three prineipal
agents sent to the United States were [Harry [Lauder,
Bir George Reid, and the unspeakable = Tay PPay.” As
to the winount they get for doing their dirty work we
gather from the following that {hey are better paid
than ordinary slenths: " Ho great is the store set upon
the effective propagzamdism  thalt one who 185 now
engaged In addressing huge meetings in Ameriea in
thrilling elueidation of war aims= of the Alliex is receiv-
ing irom the RBritish Treasury ax much ax L1000 4
week for his servicew”  Naturally the wealthy Luawder
would be the one to vecelve the highest salaryv.  Rend
would certainly not be forgotten i allotting the tax-
payers’ money.  And if pour " Tay Pav ' emnes last on
the sheet we may rest assured that he did not sell him-
self too cheaply. e has abaav: heen able 1o make
money out of his hmaginatinn

The Convention that Failed

The Convention fatled becaa-o the Governnuoen
gave the Orvangemen . o pledee fhat oy t‘ur'-_\' held on
they would be supported, They wers cocourased to
cause di=nnion, and Chey il it Noattemy wine nade
on thehr part to neet the Nathonaliste, who wore poady
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Convention  las
termined than ever to he poit ot B oo half sieieiies,
Avchinshop Walsh bue warned thens that they o
not be deceived by phanton Home Bule seliemes which
have no Tarther rveality than exi=tenee on o arap of
paper.  The ciier trouble i the CUnnvention wie the
question of  cnstoms -atter, of  courze. the Oranere
trouble.  Wow the demand fov oo foancial contral not
lesy than that of the eolonies I aflirmed by Trish
Nautionalists, and with no less will they be conteuted.
Colomial Home Rule pives the following vights -

(1) The vicht to raise, maintain, and control an
army and navy; (2) The right to absolute control of
Custorns and all revenue; (3 The right to deeline to
participate in any war waged by England: ¢y The
right of making trade treaties with other nations,

The bogus tlome Rule schemes hitherto drawn up
gave no such rights as these to brelund.  We may
thank ihe Oravngemen and the pertidious  British
statesmen who aid them, that Treland will not be satis-
fied now by anything less than a llome Rule which will
be Home Rule in fact as well as in name. What is
more, we are confident that Treland will get. what she
demands, and which England tells the world every
nation has a right to demand. After all perhaps the
enemies of Treland have builded for her far bhetter
than they ever dreamed.
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The Atheistic Tyranny

We have «till, and are likely to have until we get
honest politicians, a national system of education which
has received its highest sanction in the public approba-
tion of a horsewhipped ranter. There are a hundred
and one reasons for exterminating the system at once,
and wnot a sound argument in favor of retaining it.
All the Churches arc aware now that without religious
teaching in the schools there will very shortly be nebody
going to church on Sundays to hear what the preacher
hasx to say.  To men of earnest piety the consideration
of the anarchy and unbelief which are the fruits of
godless schools are appalling.  Magistrates tell us that
a tittle more of the present regime will mean that New
Zealand will be drvevocably covrupted.  The system
means, m oone word, the end of religion: and the end
of religion means the end of honor, truth, chastity,
andd Justice amd a state of rank savagery. It iv as
clear as the noon-day sun to members of all Churches
that this is exactly for what the system stands which
Howard Elliott - zood judge '=wapproves.  The plea of
the Grovernment is that it s impartial. Tt s nothing
of the kind. Tt plavs stvaight into the hands eof them
that want to destroy religion, aud it persecutes them
who hoeld that the teaching of Cheist Is of supreme im-
portance. The =tute protests that it favors none, while
supperiius atheizn direetly and openly.  The State is
Aooralie o ts o aonosticlang ard i noreover a bigoted
It ds wot bpaoctial nor just: it s simply
tenerant and perveried. A little while ago a meeting
with corvensd in Donedin for the purpose of urging
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Proad atters, bo! net a move was made to compel the
Govermeent to recorni-e that cood morals and common
diceney conld not be wesuved in the community without
velizions fednine The whole question
Wits ceetssed From !'z‘;llli\'}_\' pacan [min‘r ol view, as
P the aecmmnlation of wealth was the sole object and
sionr i e of e endowod with imoeortal seuls, Pagan,
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co s pacetes T besinnivs to end 1= the system
canc it isovanindhiv anaking the country. The im-
tvoor e people Boalveady aomatter for national
Evew the s does net appeal to them and
o, fue the svstewn has taken very
Ll othe voung peopie have forgotten
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"l miac e in thedr own Hves a4 disregard for
o Goni s And whiat ckance has the Churel
ceitlhior o hesne nor roschool wre the young

il traoned to bedleve thar 2 omadters a jot whether
dreh on =undav ! There 1s one
Zealand v owhe'h ehildren and their
atiot=ly every Suwday. That is the
cne Churel which in delanee of the spint of the age
dnes wot believe that man was made by God for the
snie purpe-¢ o enjoving hbusell and making nioney here
cncvarth owhieh madntains s renriouns schools in spite
on State vabbery and State Bizotry anl State Hes, The
Cathislies g to ehivch on Sandays beeause they are
tanght in their sehools thar God made man to 1His own
Page and lkeness, to know aud love and zerve ITim
iearth. Others oo to church if they have nothing
better to do and il they canuot sleep,  The law of God
does ot matier {o them.  But floward Elliott ap-
proves, amd it must bhe all vight, of course. Ile 18 a
good Judge Lot Ay [Tanan console himself with that
thought,
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The Race Suicide Campaign

To muost people it would appear that the present
war isx  depopulating  the civilised, or the alleged
civilised, world  sufficiently rapidly 1o satisfy ihe
greatest enemies of the human race, Common sense
ought to dictate that wartime is a season during which
all topics likely to beget contentions should be avoided.
Yot owing, we suppose, to the hold the devil has on
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