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IS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH A POLITICAL
PARTY?

The religious persecution of Catholics in Georgia
has called forth from the Bishop of Savannah a Lenten
Pastoral in which the current calumnies against the
Church and her children are convincingly refuted
(states America). While those who credit or repeat
such falsehoods may often be excused on the score of
ignorance, “for they know not what they do,” yet the
fact remains that such a condition is both a disgrace
and a calamity for any State in which it may exist.
The Roman populace shouted its execration upon the
earliest brethren of our faith when Christian blood was
poured forth freely on the sands of the arena. “The
desire to crush the Church,” says Bishop Keiley, “is
as strong now as then, and in place of murder the
present-day enemies of the Church resort to misrepre-
sentation.” In answer to the charge that Catholics
form a political party he bases his remarks upon the
statistics of 1906 and says; —“According to the report,
Catholics exceed all other denominations combined in
the following States Arizona, Connecticut, Colorado ;

they are nearly equal to all others combined in Illinois,
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Nevada,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Wyoming; they have an over-
whelming majority in Massachusetts, Maine, Louisiana,
Montana, New Mexico, Rhode Island, Vermont. Yet
if we mistake not, only one of these States has a Cath-
olic governor. According to the same report, the
Catholic population exceeds that of any other one deno-
mination in thirty States, is second in six States, third
in seven States, and fourth in two States. Some of
the States in which the Catholic church-membership is
equal to or surpasses the combined Protestant church-
membership, are always in the Democratic column, some
in the Republican column ; all of which goes to show
that Catholics vote the same as other people, and never
vote together, even when one of their own Church
members is running for the highest office in the State.
. . . Did you ever hear of Catholic societies organ-
ised for the purpose of preventing Protestants from
obtaining positions ? I have never heard of such
societies. .

.

.”

Catholic citizens have the same right as any others
to aspire to political office, while Catholic voters are
to select the fittest man. There is only one righteous
complaint that non-Catholics may urge against the
members of the Catholic Church in this regard. It is
that Catholics give too slight consideration to the un-
fitness for office of men who have been palpably unjust
to the Church, since injustice to any American insti-
tution, and particularly to one whose high mission is
the teaching of patriotism as a Divinely imposed obliga-tion, is proof absolute that the official who thus con-
ducts himself cannot be trusted to deal fairly with any
other American institution when selfish motives inter-
vene. Ignorance is no excuse. It is his duty to
acquaint himself with the loyalty of Catholics from

sources other than those offered him by their professed
and bitter enemies.

LORD BRYCE AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Lord Bryce is a gentleman whose character, attain-
ments, and career entitle him to respect. With many
of his acts of policy, we have found" ourselves in sym-
pathy, and, generally, it can be said that his public
utterances have given no ground for offence except to
the enemies of the country (states the Catholic Times).
We are therefore at a loss to understand why he
should at the present time have touched on a subject of
religious controversy in words calculated, it seems to us,
to create an erroneous impression. He is reported by
the English Churchman to have said at the annual
meeting of the Evangelical Union of South America,
which was held in the Queen’s Hall: “They knew that
the Roman Catholic Church sank to a much lower level
in Spain and Portugal than in any other country.
Spanish and Portuguese America were even a great
deal lower. The average level of the clergy had sunk
very low indeed.” We do not know whence Lord
Bryce derived the information upon which he based
these statements, but at the beginning of his speech he
modestly disclaimed any title to give an account of
mission work in the South American field ; saying that
the journey he took there was too hasty to enable him
to visit the spots where most of the mission work was
being done. We think his remarks to his audience
were also too hasty. We miss in them such a careful,
thoughtful treatment of the subject as we should expect
from Lord Bryce.

Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to
His love, and the future to IT is providence.—St. Augus-
tine.

LADIES!
A new style of dressing the hair is quite in order, but
the purchase of a delicious appetiser, like MILITARY
PICKLE, is sound judgment. Sold by all Grocer*.
Buy it now.

DR. DUNCAN’S Celebrated Skin Ointment
A. bland and soothing emollient salve for the cure of
Eczema, Psoriasis, Varicose, Ulcers, Pimples, etc.
Dr. Duncan’s celebrated Skin Ointment relieves Skin
Irritation immediately it is applied.
Dr. Duncan’s celebrated Skin Ointment is a proved
Remedy, and to all sufferers from Skin Troubles it is
highly recommended. For Chapped hands it has no equal.

Pbiob per Pot (Post Free) from—
The “GRAND” PHARMACY

e WILLIS STREET ;[:] WELLINGTON.

The AEOLIAN VOCALION »»»»»»»

This is an artistic musical instrument which produces from Gramophone disc records such pur© tone,
so faithful to the original, that it gives genuine pleasure to all. A novel feature is the Gbaduola
device which allows you to control the tone and expression of every selection. In fact, you play
the piece according to your fancy. The new Sound Box and Symphonetic Horn are vast improve-
ments upon anything previously invented in the Talking Instrument World.

Please Call or Write for Particulars.
BOLE AGENTS:

British & Continental Piano Co. Strand Arcade, Auckland
A. HEOMAN, Man aana.

YOUR OWES PHOTOGRAPH Or on© of the Family Group will be more pleasing than GAZEOr one of the Family Group will be moire pleasing than
anything else you can send as a Present. Make an
appointment with—

GAZE & CO.
HAMILTON


