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SIDELIGHTS ON THE WAR

GENERAIL.

Father Bouvier, the ennnent Jesuit scholar, who
wits killed by a shell while attending the wonnded on
the battlefield. heavd confessions in seven 1:111g||:\}_{v.~\_
When he fell ot (he side of a dying soldier, he feebly
raised his arms in the form of a cross, ab=clved hin,
aud then died at Lis «ide.

The rvegular army mediesl ofbeor whe kad heen
examining the meu of the Ninth Regimoent, of Boston,
Mass., declared that he never exiunined i finer set of
men physically than the men ot the old Fightinge Ninth.
“Thus,” comments owe writer, iz {he present Tenera-
tion keeping good the record of their fathers and
grandfathers who fought so nobly under the flags of
Erin aud the republic in the creal Civil War & The
same compliment may be pald Lo oor oown gsllant
Sixty-ninth.  The regiments maide up of Celtie stock
always rank Al in the wanhood amd the convigee doats,

A Catholie girl was the Orst 1o enter ioe nuval
service wheu wouten were ealled to that branch of
Unele Bam’s busines.  But =he - by oo nicans alone
among her co-veligionists who are cervine 1he United
States Governmeul,  Many ol ler Srteds wers s
prised to learn. on the oveasion of the colden jubilee
of Sister Mary Acnes MeCavnn, MoA L of he Siteres
of Charity, of the motler honse, Mot =t Jozoph on-

the-Ohio. that sinee the deciarvation of o =tuie i war
with Germanyv. she has been ool Heted in the
secret zervice of the United Siaies Governn =it
Mary Agnes ix post-inistress a0 M o aanl,

therefore, is offictaliv a fedeval eniplo
received the uotice of the Governnees o
federal emiplovees membhers of the seeret soriiee ool
ordeved them to veport all cuspicions caces 1o the proger
officials.  Manv other nuns thrensd

st b conntrey

who are postmistresses of their cann crerivie
similar notices.

The war i~ having s evid el o Cobelie A
migsion recently apened ar Cobhan e Nl
Father. who haz establizhed  coversd IR PRTRR R
country districts with nuvked sveee B0 e o e
closed fur want of funds tn SHpert et and evey
a temyporary chapel, The Cutholios o ¢odd will e
without Runday Muassoa sl 1hirs i these Do oxeent
occasionally when a priest Don o weid!
endeavor to visit them. O avoins o PrLTaer Beairvies

tions and the depletion of the <tad owirs 1o ity
exigencies, tle wroup of Cathislic sewspaners T as
the (uthndie e which LhealT WL el i
tions In sevoral Catholle centres of the North ane =eat
Ixmd, and atso in Foosiebonn, heve el ‘:ll”i};t'.l"ﬂlﬂ N
least while the war fust-.
service ave increasingly difficndt to abnon, atth
wltar breads and the —neroenlad wice e w
Candles have been reduved T vionbeee ot Benedicotion
and othier services, aud incense 1= used spavitelyve Brass
ornaments, cindlesticks, eten are impowsible fo oblain
once the present stock is exbhausted, wud that o ovau-
ning low,

The eceeaieg Cov Ul wltar

VIMY RIDGLE: A PREDICTION,
(Written in Mareh, 14170
The Germans laurh on Vimy Ridue,
Where once the children played :
Aud en the slopes of Vimy Ridge,
The bloody slopes of Vimy Ridge,
The zons of Frauce ave laid,

IBat soon, hut soon on Vimy Ridee,
Conrapn shall answer craft
Spring on the slopes of Vimy Ridge,
The grassy slopes of Vimy Ridge,
A sweeler somd shiall waft

Children shall play on Vimy Ridge,
Where cnee the Germans laughed !
—""M.B.,"” in the [Testminster Gazetie,

AMERICA’S FIRST ARMY.

The American Army authorities are reported, in a
cible message (says an exchange), to be hopeful that
the first lot of men to ke drawn in the “selective draft’’
from some ten million registrations will have heen
chosen Dy the first of next mouth, and will be in camp
two maonths later. Fuor how long a period their home
training will last has not heen stated, but it will pre-
bably not extend long after their complete equipment,
andd they will then cross over to France, to be trained
witlhin sound of the guns at the front under the per-
soal supervision of Marshal Jefire. They should be
veady to take the field enrly next spring, and until then
the French armies will attempt little more, apparently,
than hold the Germans opposed to them. Another
winter of the trench siege 15 therefore almost a cer-
tainty.  America’s first “hall million” army, according
to w Washington despaieh ol Mav 7, will consist of
028,658 men and 18,538 officers. and will be divided
thus: —Sixteen infantry divislons of 913 officers and
27,245 men eaclh: 16 divisional hospitals of 24 officers
awed 222 men each lo care for the infantry divisions;
Gl infautry conp mfirmaries. two men each: 2 cavalry
divisions, 607 officers amd 16,0210 men each : 2 divisional
Bospitals of 24 officers and 238 men each to care for
the cavalry divisionz: 8 cavairs camp infirmaries, two
men each s Const Avctillery Corps, GAG ofticers and
2o e, Medical Corps with 288 officers and 1000
mew s 16 vegiments heavy field artillery, 48 officers and
1319 wen eaclh: 8 aero squadrons. 10 officers and 154
men each s & balloon companies, 19 officers and 154 men
schi s 10 field hospitalss 6 officers and 73 men each;
Lenaaebnlance companies. 5 officers and 150 men each :
22 field hakeries. 1 officer andd 215 aen each: 6 tele-
phone battalions, 10 offlecers and 215 men each; 16
pack eompanies, 14 men cach: § ammunition trains,
Fofficers and 852 wen cach: G supply trains.

CARDINAL FARLEY 'S APPEAL TO
AMERICANK.

Cardinal Johu M. Farlev, Archbishop of New
York, issued the following letter wi April 13, to be
reac at all Masses next day in all the Catholie churches
motihe New Year archdineese

Mw Dear People - Our ennntry is at war.  The
ratefnl hour haz sivuek. Frausht with momentous
rrents, zolemn s the thousht of it and though reach-
less =till the import of i, yet incexorable ave its demands.
Long and anxions=ly had we hoped that our land would
net be drawn into the seething vortex which has en-
gualfvd =0 any nations of the waorld. Long and
anxiously had we hoped that the lurid Hames of war
wotld not cast their banetul shadows upon our shores,
Our Govermment withheld no effort to avert the peril,
while vur President emploved the whole ascendency of
hiz wreat intellect and chavacter and of his high position
fer the prevalence of the ideals of 4 true, genuine
Antericanism. But what was so ardently and so
whole-heartedly desired was not to be.  Our country
had to take up the arms that were foreed into their
hands - had no choice but to grasp and wield the
weapou wherewith to defend hLer honor, to vindicate
the right and the justice of her cause and to insure a
trinmph that will be the victory of civilisation and
humanity,

“Tu this solemn hour. thewn, when her fortunes are
at stake, when all that she has stood for and stands for
15 geopardised by tho hazard of Impending warfare,
will not her sons Learken to her call?  Will they not
buckle an the armor of the confliet, and, rushing to her
rescie, lift. high her plorious banner of liherty and
justice?  Onr President  having  spoken, and our
national representatives having spoken, the response
{o the voice of the authority they embody will be that
we will rally around our flag with the completest full-
ness of devetion, and with loyalest hearts, and sturdiest
arms place all that we have and all we are at our
country’s service. We will not shrink, then, from
any service in her behalf. We will render to her
what our Catholic faith and our Catholic teaching
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