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GRAND ORANGE LODGE

Mr. F. Kenneth McDouall comments thus in the
columns of the Evening Star-.

Sir,Always interested in the work of societies
which have for their objects the uplifting of mankind
and the amelioration of the ills of man, I was greatly
edified by the reports of the proceedings of the Grand
Conference of the above institution, held during the
holy season of Eastertide. The account of the banquet,
in your issue, of this evening, is helpful in these times
of world-wide misery, uncharitableness, and mater-
ialism.

P.W. Bro. McDonald’s toast to the ladies was
good reading, and I am sure and more than hopeful
that the various works of charity under the direction of
the Order—e.g., orphanages, poor schools, private hos-
pitals, retreats for women, and other such-like fruits
of that great faith to be found among them—will re-
ceive a spur, if such could be needed, and the L.O.L.
institutions in this regard sprout new evidences of that
practical Christian charity so marked in their works
wherever the Order is happily established.

The Rev. Howard Elliott’s speech, or what is pub-
lished of it, to the Charter toast is also good—very
good. But, sir, I am of opinion that speeches of this
sort should be ‘ tyled,’ or censored. The press, at any
rate, should not be admitted, for in any event these
priceless pearls of historical value should not be put
forth for the ordinary public gaze and criticism. What-
ever we owe to the glorious, pious, and immortal
memory of William 111., we certainly do not owe the
‘ Act of Succession ’ or ‘ Bill of Rights.’ William had
about as much to do with these as Mr. Howard Elliott.
The Parliament arranged all that, and his glorious
Majesty could only proceed to the confirmed succession
of the Throne by subscribing to them. William did
not establish anything in the Bill of Rights. He was
firmly established by it, and that only by a majority
of one vote ! It was not he that made it impossible for
a Papist to ascend the Throne of England, and the
‘ Succession ’ is still valid, and was not revoked two
years ago by the ‘ rotten Liberal Government ’ of Eng-
land. I -wonder what would be said if some poor his-
torically ignorant Irishman, at one of his functions,
spoke of the ‘rotten Liberal Government.’

But, six', we owe to William not any of those
glories outlined by the rev. speaker; yet the Glencoe
massacre of the McDonald clan can be laid to his credit.
Not any Bosche horror in Belgium can rank with that,
for it was ordered and executed by the pious and glor-
ious Christians. The flooding of Scotland and Ireland
with brutal and lustful German mercenaries, who did
even worse deeds than lately were accomplished in Bel-
gium and Northern France, we also owe to his pious
and immortal memory; and in the memory of many a
Scots family or clan division this is still a bitter tradi-
tion. Hence we see the necessity for a ‘ tyler,’ or, to
make one unnecessary, people like the rev. speaker
should not ‘go beyond their lasts.’ How much of the
pure gospel of love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ in this His day of resurrection could be preached !

What beautiful lessons and canticles for the right order-
ing of our ways, and how many tests of light and hap-
piness enlarged upon to the uplift of poor sinful hu-
manity and the purging of souls.

Perhaps we have a little light amidst the darkness.
These conferences, held at such a spiritually uplifting
season, must, too, strengthen the faith of the brothers.
Here in New Zealand, I am sure, as in Australia and
all the world over, the members of the grand old Order
are conspicuous for their religious zeal and piety, their
Sabbath attendances at Divine worship, the saintly
ordering of their lives, the close attention to (Scripture
study and injunction. Their various pastors must
surely be edified at the crowds at all the devotional
meetings and the eager rush of communicants Sunday
after Sunday. Small wonder, indeed, that such genuine
fervor fills our churches and is productive of works of

charity; not to mention the meek and lowly apostolic
spirit—that Christ-like humility, patience, and sweet-
ness that are so remarkably the insignia of the brethren.

We have, indeed, sir, much to be thankful for in
these days of gloom. That the ensuing twelve ’ months
will be ‘ pious and glorious ’ times for all, and the
fruits of the Holy Spirit manifest in all our lives, is
something to wish for and be certain of. These bless-
ings are rendered the more certain by our annual con-
ferences and the truly edifying addresses threat

ROLL OF HONOR

LANCE-CORPORAL ARTHUR J. KEATING.
Deepest regret is expressed in the death of Lance-

Corporal Arthur James Keating, only son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. J. Keating, of Hardinge road, Port Ahuriri,
who was killed in action in Prance on February 27.
Lance-Corporal Keating was educated at the Marist
Brothers’ School, and after passing through the Napier
Technical College joined the clerical staff of Messrs.
Ellison and Duncan, for whom he worked right up to

the time of enlistment in January, 1916. He enlisted
at the age of 19, and was in the Somme offensive and
thereafter in the fighting line up to the time of his
death. In the last letter received by his parents he
wrote that he was going into the worst fight that had
been on the Western front, and that if he came through
that all right he would cable. Mr. Keating, sen., re-
ceived a telegram from the Minister of Defence con-
veying the news that he had been killed in action. The
late Lance-Corporal Keating was well liked, and his
death will be regretted by many.

A cable message has been received to the effect
that Maurice Scott, son of Mr. T. B. Scott, of Hamil-
ton, and grandson of Mrs. Coady, Fort Buckley, Kai-
warra, has been severely wounded in the vertebral
column on the 10th ultimo in France. Young Scott
sailed with the 14th Reinforcements, and was with the
Lewis Machine Gun.Detachment when he was wounded.
He is now in hospital at Walton-on-Thames.

Lance-Corporal A. J. Keating.
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