Tuurspay, Marcn 15, 1917,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

53

H.A.C.B. SOCIETY

THIRTY-IFIRST ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the N.Z. District of the
LA .CB. Soclety was held in the Ilibernian #all,

Auckland, on Wednesday eveuing, Yebruary 28, Very
Rev. (thancellor Tlolbrook (district president) presided.

Bros. E. J. Higeins, DV P W, Kane, DN, and AL
J. Sheahan, D.T., and the Rev. Father AMurphy were

also present, md delegates repues senling G0 hrauches
throughout the Dominion were in alt mul[nm’ The pro-
siding officer heartly welcomed the delegates, and be-
fore vommencing the business referred to the uutiwmely
dath of Bro. A. J. Woodley,
loss to the society, amd 1o whan was maindy due the
inauguration of the juvenile branch in Auckland., A
vote of condolence was carvied n silence 1o Mrs. Waood -
lev and family, all the moembers standinr
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Guarantee Fund.—Iu To this fand 1
he pl'uﬁl'zlhle io fzxpluin wlien |1(_‘;1‘u1[:1ii111_" Ior the
insurance of avtive serviee 1t was fonnd
that £25 was the lowest swn we could get o member
msured for, and £20 beine the amount of the death
henefit. it was but just that thiz fumd which bore the
sola expense showld get the the surplus being
£45. The next itew, LT 13 comprises prenninms of
members whao-- (0} betne hisured didd nat eave New
Zealand ; (b) were Tnstived or remsured alier death.  Jt
will be seen that we have received from the Government
assistance 1o insure members with the Expeditionary
Forces to the extent of £199 95, In view of the fact
that the T\ and G. resolved to charge double, or 10
per cent. for the 1nsurance of members with the lixpe-
ditionary Torees, the Government decided to insure
members against death while on active scrvice outside
New /,e.d.l«lnd for L20, at the rate of 1Gs per capita
(member). Ilowever, as the Covernnient systemn did
not come into operation unutil the Ist of Qctober the
policies expiring hefore that dale were renewed with
the T. and G. The increased cost of insnrance being
one of the main reasons why we proposed the cessation
of taking out new policies, to which the district meeting
agreed, we reconsidered the position, and in view of
the grave-dangers {no which our hrothers on aclive ser-
vice abroad are exposed, your officers resolved to insure
with the Government at the very low rate referred to
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compared to that we were paying As the policies issued
by the T. and G. expire it is intended to insure with
the Government.

Suspense Account. It was with sincere regret we
had to accede 1o the repeated requests of the Char-
leston branch to close, the membership being reduced
lo three—the secretury, who for years stood by the few
remaining old members, and two very old men. We
were pleascd indeed that the establishinent of the Sup-
plementavy Sick Fund enabled us to take over those
three worthy members, two of whom are among the
(=.'u'ly picneers of Tlibernianism in New Zealand, other-
wise although the rules did provide for the ta.l\mtf over
of worthy members under circumstances wanﬂntmc it,
as district wembers, there was no fund out of wlnch
the District could legally pay sick benefits.

The St. Joseph’'s Branch, No. 608, Te Arola, alw
¢losed.  Repeated endeavors and eunlreaties failed to
induce this branch to comply with the rules. The war,
however, made the position still worse aud the remain-
g few decided to ¢lose the branch.  These events dis-
ctose the reazon why this fund has inecreased.

The active and enthusiastic Jlibernians of Christ-
chureh have estoblished o new ladies’ branch, and in
respect to the kiudly assistance and patronage of his
Lordship Bizhop Brodie it has been ealled 8t. Mat-
thew's Branch.  We sincerelv thank his Lordship for
the work he has done awd still continues to do, for the
<ociely 1 Bro. O'Rhauphnessey, district deputy, who on
behalf of vonr officer< ably opened the branch : and the
ol her officer< sond wmembers who assisted. We congratu-

late the oliicers the new branch and
wizh it every

and meimhbers of
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National Provident Fund in its Relation {o Friendly
Soctefies A ovon are aware, the Government grants
iwo=haidy per cent. towards the contributions of
Py {'()l!il‘i])llll)l' to the National Provident Fund, and
conseqiently it was thought by friendly soeieties officers
wmd me miwh t!.:tt this was very like competing with
friemdly =ocieties, fo gei persens to conlribule {o the
National Provident Fund who would otherwize become
weinhers of friendly societies. Therefore representative
bodies o Triendly societie: approached the Government

ol 2D

avl pmpressd the Ministers and others with their
wiene of the watter, with the resalt that Cabinet con-
sidereel the question, and @ conference was held con-

sisting of the Miner n charge of friendly soeieties,
[Hono d0 A Tlanan : the Minister 1n chaves of the Na-
tional Provident Fuod, Tlen. AL M. 1\[_\,'('1"5; the Super-
mtendent of the National Provident Fund, and the
Restztranr of the Friendly Societies, JMr. ayes. to-
ceilier with representative members of triendly societies,
and 1t owas decided o offer certan inducements to meni-
bers of friendly societies fo beecome subseribers to the
Niational Provident fund--viz.. a malernity bonus of
£1 free, and a reduced =cale of contributions {o the
Natwaal Provident Fund subsidised by the Govern-
ment fo the extent ol 50 per cent. to apply 1o members
of appreved Friendly Boecielies from the Ist Janunarvy,
1317, speeial inducentent being offered to menibers who
joined before that date, up lo 53 years of age, for the
vear ending 3ist December, 1917, In order to en-
able the members Lo avail thewselves of the maternity
bonus from the earvliest date, your officers applied to
the National Provident Board for provisional approval,
and it was granted, therefore the 11.A.C.B. Sociely 1s
an approved IFriendly Scciety subject to the confirma-

tion of this meeting, which consisis in carrying the
motion No. 8 on the orvder paper--viz., the * Adoption

of the Model Rules.” copies
warded 1o all branches,
National Trovident

of which have been for-
by the superintendent of the
Fuud, who 1s the Registrar of
Friendly Socielies. Several applications have been
already made for the maternity benus and some
branches have paid them, but pending your decision
regarding the motiou referred to the district has not
paid any, and the fact of the society being provisionally
approved does not eompromise you at all

The National Directory’s Appeal for Subscriptions
in Aid of the Distress in Dublin.—The response to this

J. BENNETT: WatehmaRker and ]e;veller
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