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Conscription of the Brothers

We have in all New Zealand a devoled hittle band
of sixty-two Marist Brothers, and five Christian Bro-
thers, who are oblates in the glorious canse of education,
serving (od and their eountry nobly by teaching our
boys how to become vood Christians and worthy citizens.
We recognise that Chureh and Siate are deeply obliged
to them, aud it is to be regretted that we have not 1n
every town in the Dominion a boys’ school taught by
the Brothers.  Their life is a trying one, and their
remuneriation is nol of this earth; humanly it is no
wonder that few men, in this material ave, are willing
to devote thewselves to a calling that entails complete
selfsacrifice.  Too few thouch the DBrothiers are, the
Government wantz (o reduce them by sending them to
the frout. We xay they are indispeusable, amd that
wo cannot let them go. We are told that we van send
our boys te the State schools, and we answer that we
will never do that as loug as it s in our power to
educate them. The State school may be smvthing
else vou elatm for i, hut 0 ix not education: for edea-

tion 15 not traming children to fale an infellirent me-
19!’(? A4 ill ]\f(‘| . P'i; ”:lu;lu h\](l 15 i! Wk A !-l‘\\' (l-’l‘(
apo. The apimions of the thinkers of antipoty, aad

the verdiwt of Christianity, as well a« (he Teszons to be

learned  from  the  faillures  of a2l the  pre.
decessors of AMr. Hauan, are enanzh to
convinee  all men capahle of  reasong that

religion s 1he most impertant factor w the traming
of the voung, and that there i no hepe for the nation
that excludes God from the schools.  Our fath, and
the laws of the Chureh oblipe us to do all 11 aur power
te procure Tor our children 2 Christian edueation N
important 1~ this duty that parents who send their elnl-
dren to o State school, where there 1~ a Catholic ~chool
availuble, mav be cut off from the Sacraments. There-
fore it 1x clearly a matter of conscience for us to nse
every ineans i our power to preveut the Govermnent
from being led by their bigoted supporters to foree our
teachers into military servive.  There is no pstifieation
for sueh a step, and it only motive: are contempt tor
relimion and in=ane statesmanship, All through the
preseni crizis let Catholies renmember that they will have
to fight for justive and falr play, and that they st
not yield an inch, or ever again trust to the fiekle faith
and venal promises of politicians

Conscription of the Clergy

The Fnotish law }\1'u\'i.i(‘=- i clersvimen o Hody
Orders and recular mrmisters of all denominations <hall
be exempt frome military serviee. The following order
explains the poxition as revards students .

S War Oflice,
CJanuary 230106
ednty o Cathiolie ]n‘i('rl.‘: aud students ot
to be :i('(‘(‘])lwI for military serviee,

“Roman Cathoelie priests, or students who lave
already eutered on their professional studies n 1mme-
diate prepavation for the priesthood are on no account
at any time o be accepted for servies o the Army.
All recrutting authortties. meluding wmilitary  repre-
settutives, advisory conmittees, and loeal tribunals,
should be mformed aceordingly.

"By command of the Army Coaneid,

CROOW. Buaong!’

The Situation in Ireland

. The news cabled regarding Home Rule prospects
15 prave, When we remember how the cables are
vontrolled and ecensored it seems almost hopeless.  Mr,
Redmond 1+ a man of extracrdivary self-contral and
prudence whom nothing short of a servious erisis could
have caused to take the course of action reported last
Saturday evening.  Two yeuars ago he made the initial
mistake of trusting to the honor of the Government.
All precedent was against him ; = the lessons of Irish
wistory, the policy of the leaders from €)'Conuell to
Parnell, the common sense of the people should hase
warned him. At al{ times » gentleman himself,

erred in thinking he was dealing with gentlemen. And
so thousands of young Irishmen gave their lives in
return for a promise worth nothing.  Northeliffe, from
the heginning assured his supporters that it did not
matter that the Home Rule Bill was on the Statute
Book ; and Northcliffe knew his England well.  Last
Easter Lloyd George begged the Irish parties to settls
their differcnces in view of the extrems urgency of the’
situation. Ulstermen and Nationalists responded

loyally, agreeing to ali he asked, and it availed nothing.
The Government tore up the ‘sevap of paper,’ and
even Kuglish papers dencunced the proceeding as one
of the most dishonovable and Jisgraceful incidents in
political history,  On that oceasion those who read the
report of the passage in the House between dr. Deviin
and the present Prime Miunister had an opportunity
of forming an opivion of the Welshman's character
which should not lead them ¢o build much en his henor.
Now comes the Natiounalist manifesto braunding Floyd
(ieorge, the Prime Minister of England, as a political
tiar and hypocerite. It is directed to the President of
the United Siates, and the Premiers of the Dopvnions
of the Emipive, sud at the bar of justice aned Toomawity
oimpeaches fhe Baglish Government ax an enemy of
the vights of a =mall nation, and as guilty of the erimes
with which they charge Germany.  To every child of
the Irish rvave, in America, in Australasia, and 1 Great
Britain it appeals for active support in the erisis
brought un {reland by the perfidy and treachery of
English statesmen, who are traficking with {ruth and
honor, who have made the traitor Carson one of them-
selves, who are ready to =ell Treland to him as they
have already =old the good wame of their own country,
and whe by thelr own actions give the le to their pro-
testations that they are n the wine Tor the Hberty of
man and the richts of nations. We hope that not only
those to whom 1t s directly addressed Lt 1he entive
English people will be aroused by this indictment of
the Government. England’s desiinies are at present
i the hands of a clique composed of some rennmots
of the ancient nobility, combined with that new nobility
whose pitents of houor rest on succesaful jobbery and
whoxe  patriotism  1s Afannmon. Jew,
German, and effete Norman, they are dragging the
vame of England s the dust. Tt has been asked how
many members of the Cabinet are sharveholders in the
Essen works, It has been writien Ly neutrals that
the war will not stop while capitalists profit by it. At
the door of thar Cabinet hie the deaths of the thou-
sinds of brave young Irishmen who gave their Lives in
retuen for a lie: and one dav they will have to answer
for the misgovernmeut of England as well as of Treland.
For the people will awaken and demand that they be
voverned by men who will rule the people for the
in‘n})i(\ swa_;'ed by ideals of heonor and humanity and no
longer hy greed and hatred. Tl then what hope of
Justice has a small nation from the Llovd Georges and
the Carsons?  We trust that Sir Joseph Ward’s spinal
condition may have improved sufficicntly during iy
long rest to enable him to prove how real ix that lovo
of Treland of which he has often told us.

mspired by

The Right Rev. Monsignor Byrne, V.G. of the
archdiocese of Brisbane, is al present on a well-deserved
holiday in New Zealand. e arrived in Wellington
from Sydney on last Tuesday week, and has beeun the
vuest of Archdeacon Devoy till last. Monday, when he
left for the south to wvisit his sister, Mrs. John Joycee,
North Leburn, and otker friends.  Father DByrue was
for many years Administrator of St. Stephen’s Cathe-
dral, Brisbane, and lately the mew Archbishop, Dr.
Tuhig, appointed him V.G 11is Ioliness the TPape
Iater conferred on Father Byrne the dignity of a Mon-
signor. Monsiguor Byrne, who is a native of Tip-
perary, is an old student of Thurles College, and his
many relatives and friends in New Zealand ave de-
lighled at his well merited promotien.
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