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my own dear dad. - Do you think he will let me?’

‘Yes, Betty,” grandmother said, *1 think he will,
for Father Dalton kuows the story of Brother Jolu.
He and your dear father often discussed the possible
hiding places of the snulf box. 8o I'm quite sure he
will be glad to let you keep it for the sake of these
who have passed to the Great Beyond.’

Theun pressing a kiss on graudma's brow, T wheelad
lrer out into the Ucteber sunshine, and there while the
swallows weve civeling overhead [ left her fe say her
vosary, while I carvied the precious keepsake to wy
voon.—Ntandard and Linirs,

READINGS IN IRISH HISTORY

Dy * SmavNacHiE.’

RT. COLUMBA.

SoColumha er Colnmeille, as e 35 soniefires
called, was Dorn at Gavian, in (hn County ot Donerad
on the 71h of Decewher, 521, I father, Felm. was
prinee af the svomnding distriet and g seion of the
roval vace of Niall of the Sine 1nsiaeme., Hhs winther,
Eithne, belonged te the priveely house of  Leinster
Riclitly, theretore, does his Lingrapher, Adanman, sav
that Columba was sprung from uoble parentage.  The
sabit veceived at baptisim e nane of Coluns, 1o which
the werd Cille (of the Churely was added durtng his
Lovhood as a loken of his zeal and Jdilivenee n the
service of {od, The comprinnd name Colom-eille,
accovilivgly means Cdove of the Chureh.  There s
o frace at present o) nuv raval rath or ancient forl
al Gartan, so far as we could ascertain.” writes Dr,
Healy, “But the tlaw on which he (Uolumibag
was horn is peinted out Lo every visitor s snd there can
hardly be any doubt that the {radition fxing the sped
s continnous and dru=tworthy, It worn yuile bare
by the hands and feet of pidns pilevims: and what
stranger =uitl, the poor ensievants. who ware about 1o quil
Donegal for ever. come and sleep on that flag the nicht
before their departure tor Dervy, Columba himsetf
wis an exile, and thev fondly hepe that sleeping on
the spot wihere hie was born will belpathem 1o hear with
lighter beart the heavy burden o the exile's serrow.’
1t would seem that Columba was Tostered teom clild-
Lood by the priesi who Laptised him, wud that in cirly
manhcod Le entered the famons = hool of St Finniag of
Movilie, wihuore stli<egnently he was ordiaimed o deavan.
We learn from Adamnan that while Columba was iu
Moville Lie devored his attention chiclv to the study of
Sacred Seripture. W liwve the sobor textimony of
the saute Adamuan that while the saint was a deacon at
Moville no witie vould be found on a cortain festival day
for the “Facrificial My=tery.,””  Whilst the wministers at
the altar were complaining of the wunt of wine. the
deacon took a cruet to the well. as it was his duty to
brocure and taste the water for the UHoly Sacrinee,
Knowing that the wine was winting he inveked our
Lord Jesus Christ, und lo! the water in hix hands was
changed Into wine, as it ouee was at Cang of Galilee ;
and he brought it to Bishop Finnian for the Sacrifice,
who gave thanks to God ou account of this wondrous
niiracle.’

From Moville Columba passed 1o the scliool ol
Clonard, where be was urdained priest. A little lufer
we find him at the Monastery of Glusnevin, whence he
returned to lis native provinee in the  North and
founded, when  just twentv-Gve  vears of age,  the
Monastery of  Derry, Thiz was i the year 546,
About 533 he established the great Muonastery of Due-
row, in the King's County, and o year later the Monus-
tery of Kells,

‘Tt will help us to understand betler the subsequeut
history of Columecille, if we try now 1o realise what
manner of man he was. lie came of a fierce and
haughty race, aud seems to lhave been himself by
nature, Jmtwithstandiug his name, & man of ardent tem-
perament and slreny passions. He was, says an
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ancient commentator, quoting from a still more ancient
pvet, ‘a man of well-formed and powerful frame; his
skin way-white, his face was broad and fair and radiant,
lit up with large grey luminous eyes; his large and well-
shiaped head was crowned (except where he wore his.
frontal tensure) with close and curling bair,  His voice
was clear and resonant, so that he could be heard at the
distance of filteen hundred paces, yet sweet with more
than the sweetness of the bards' Truly a great and
striking man to hear and to look at; one to admire
but also to fear, and moreover, animated with lofty pur-
pose. and inspired with all the dauntless courage of his
race.  In many respects his character appears to bear
a striking resemblance to the character of the Prines
of the Apostles both in its strength and in its weal-
ness. .. . Doubtless such & man as we have de-
seribed, found 5t not enly useful but also necessary to
chaxtive hix body aund Lring it under subjecticn.  We
are told that he practised 1he most extirents austerities.
Ile barely took feod enough to sustain nature, and that
was of the simplest kind,  Ile abstained from meat
and wine, living exchwsively on bread and water and
vegetables. -sometimes contenting himself with nesttles.
He slept on the bare floor with a stone for a pillow and
A skin fur a covering. Three times at night he rose to
prav: and often scored his flesh with the discipline in
alonement for his sins. By day e read. or preached
1o the brethren, or recited the divine office ; and not
imfrequently he took a share i the manual labor of
the mnnks—carrying on his own Lroad bare shoulders
the sacks of meal from the mill to the kitchen. No
wonrder with such an example before their eycs that the
veung wobles of Tireotmell strove witl generous emula-
Lion {0 excet each other in the service of God. What
marvel if the white-robed brethren under such a master
Bevame angels in the flesh : and what wonder if God’s
anvel: came down from Tieaven and “erewded every
leal en the oaks of Derrv,” 1o listen to such a brother-
Nood ehanting at miduight's hour and at morning's
dawn the mspived straing of the tebrew Bard? (Dr.
Healy
(To be continued.)
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Masees on Christmas Day were celebrated at 6,
Uolh, 809, 14, and 11 o'clock.  The latter, which was a
Mis=t Uantata, was sung by the Rev. Father Minogue,
who was ordained only a few weeks ago. The choir
sanz Mozarts Twelfth * Kyrie' and Gloria’ and Me-
gart’s Lleventh ' Credo’ and * Agnus Dei’ with credit,
under the baton of Mr. J. Cosgrove, Miss Kendall pre-
siding at the crgan.  After Mass the choir were enter-
tained by the Rev. Father McManus, who said that
Lie looked forward to Christmas time, to be able to offer
# few words of thauks to the cheir fer the manner in
which they pive their time o the practices and for the
splendid results achieved. Ile complimented each and
every one on the satisfactory way in which the Mass
had Deen sung.  He trusted that before another Christ-
mas came the world would be at peace and also that
they would be in a new church. Mr. J, Cosgrove re-
sponded on behalf of the choir,  The usual {oasts were
then drunk with musical honors.  The annual meeting
of the choir will be held on Bunday, Janunary 7, after
Mass, when all the members are expected to he present.

The Masses on New Year's Day weve at 6, 7, and
R o'vlack.  They were all well atiended.  Benediction
was riven 1 the evening.

Mv. R, Laflerty, of Wanpanui, o former member
of the choir, was a visitor to Palmerston North during
the holidays. e is going into camp on Tuesday. His
many friends wish him the best of luck.
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