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Irish News

GENERAL.

Jieut. T. M. Kettle, in a letter written to his
widow a few days before his death, said that * it needed
all the folly of England and of Ireland to produce the
situation ’ existing in Ireland at present. ‘'In the
name and by the seal of the blood given in the last two
years’ he demanded ° Colontal Hame Rule for lreland
as an essential prologue to the reconstruction of Em-
pire.’  1le also pressed for immediate withdrawal of
martial law in Llreland and an amnesty for the Sinn
Fein prizoners, adding— It this war has taught us
anything it is that great ihings van be done ouly in a
great way.’

Mr. R, Tlazleton. M.P., and Mr. John O'Neili, a
leading business man in County Dublin, have heen ap-
pointed m&mbers of Lord Balfour of Burleigh's Com-
mittee ou Commercial and Tudustrial Policy. My,
tfazleton, althougl now a journalist by profession, has
had & comprebensive business experience. s people
were drapers in business, and before entering Parlia-
ment he had gained much experience as a member of
local boavds. Tn committee work alzo he is no noviee,
having acted as chairman of the Natioual Holiday
Committee. It was he who defeated M. Tlealy-al
second try—in Lowh in 1910,

Lieutenant I Holand, who was awarded the V..
a few weeks avo, 15 an Irshman by hirth. At the our-
break of the war (sav< the Neotsamny he was emploved
in the Chiel Mechanicnl Encineers Department of the
Central Avgentine Railway ot Rosavie.  Although. as
a resident in Arvgentine, he was not liable for serviee.
he voluntarily joined the Avmy in 19U, his company
granting him special leave to serve. Lieut. Hlolland
has the distinetion o) being the first voluuteer from the
Argentine fo e awarded the VO,

TRI=I PRISONED N,

The following cuble, dated London, Tecember 21,
appeared in the Dunedin pupers last week:  *[n the
House aof Commong, Mr. Dillon moved the ad journment
of the Houze, and nged the release of the lvish pris-
oners betore Christoas, which would create a bhefter
atmosphere 10 [reland.  Meo Duke, Secretiry for lre-
land, said the rebellion had heen prepared  all over
Treland. The poliey had been that if & man's release
would not detract from the veace he be allowed to [iI%
Lately there had beenn an improvenent in the appease-
ment. He could not authorise whoelesale relenses, but
the Premier authorised him to say that he wonld ap-
proach the subject with a desire to release the prizoners.
The Government hoped to reach an immediate de-
cision.’

A MANLY APPEAL,

The Noruing Past’s malignant. puerilities and the
vindictive attacks on Lreland and her peopte made by
some letter writers (mostly anonymous) in the - Die-
hard press were strongly countered on Tuesday by a
rewmarkable appeat from Lord llenry Beatinek in the
Times for a frank and manly recognition of Trish na-
tional sentiment and of the Irish people’s right to a
full and free expressionr of their own naticnal ideals
{writes the London correspondent nf {he frish Weekiy,
under date October 28). The letter was all the more
interesting and significant as coming from a Unionist
M.P. and the half-brother of the Dulke of Portland,
who, by the way, was one of the great ypillars of Tory-
isrn 11 the House of Lords. The Duke's brother has no
delusions about the possibilities of recrniting in Treland
under present conditions: but he is hoveful for the
future not only of reeruiting but of the permanent
relations between the lwo countries if the Elﬁg{ish mind
can be divested of s proelivity for assuming that the
intellects of other people are attuned with its own.
Tord IHenry made a special appezl to the people of

: ]

Ulster. His letter was one of the mast ‘sensationaly
yet contributed from any side to the discussion of TIrish”
affairs, and it was a topic of discussion in political
circles during the day and in the Lobby of the House
of Commons that evening. *We are all Hothe Rulers
now,” said a prominent member of Sir Edwaid Car-
son’s War Committee; and he was right in the sense
that there are very few * Unionists ’ now, apart ffom a
bitter little group of irreconcilables gifted with a won-
derful capacity for advertising themselves, and conse-
quently possessing influence over certain jelly-fish poli-
ticians in inverse proportion to their number. A great,
wholly satisfactory, and permanent settlement could
ba made under present conditions if there was at the
head of the Government a man big enough and brave
enough te formulate, it on broad and bold lines, and say
plaiuly that it must be done. But it is to be feared
the Prime Minister and his colleagues will run away
from their opportunity. Many Liberals have somehow
received the impression that Sir Edward Carson is
mweditating a dramatie ‘stroke : but on this point
there is no authentic information.

FRANCISCAN ARMY CHAPLAIN'S FUNERAL.
‘The remaius of the Jate Rev. Father Raphael Me-
Auliffe, . F.M., chaplain to the Forces, whose death
wus recently announced, were conveyed from Netley
Hospital to Limerick, and were met on arrival by a
great concourse of citizens.  The coffin, covered with-
the Uuiun Jack, was borne from the railway station
to the Franciscan Church in Tlenry street, and follow-
ing the remaivs were Sir Anthony Weldon, D.S.0.;
The band and service compauies of his vegiment, the 4th
Battalion Leinsters: the battery of Artillery quartered
at the Ordnance Barracks, and the local Constabulary
in chavge of Distriet Inspector Craig.  There were some
thousands in the procession, including several clergy-
men : and as the remains were placed on the catafalque
before the high altar, the trumpeters of the Leinster
Regimeni squnded the ‘ Last Post” and the troops pre-
sented arms.  The funeral took place the following
morning, i Mount 8. Lawrence Cemetery, after .a
Solemn Requiemn Mass at the Francisean Church.

TIHE CAUSE OF IRISH DISCONTENT.

1t i» rather surprising to note the frank expres-
stons of dissatisfaction with England's policy in various
aspeets that appear in our English exchanges. A case
i poinl is offered by the Jfonth, i1 a reviewer’'s com-
went on a hook, Stote Policy in frish Edueation, from
1536 to 1816, written by the Rev. T. Corcoran, of the
National University of Dublin,  We quote from the
reyview :: — -

The perusal of such a velume is apl to fill the reader
with amazement and indignation.  For the volume
contains, besides a rvecord of native educational effort,
a collection of cofliciat documents of various sorts, where-
in are stated openly aims and projects so grossly con-
trary to religions and political justice as 1o call to mind
Gladstone’s dennnciation of another policy—* the nega-
tion of Christianity vaised {o a system:,”  The authors
of these various papers clearly proceeded on an assump-
tion which no one would dare, to-day, to formulate as
basis for action—viz.. that zeal for Protestant ascen-
dancy warranted the reduetion to poverly and the in-
telleetual starvation of those inhabitanis of Treland
who chose to adhere to the Catholic faith.  On these
educational principles—to say nothing of persecution
in other directions—the Protestant Government, some-
times throngh its owu, and somelimes through the
colonial Parhiament, acted consistently during almost
the whole period embraced by Professor Corcoran’s re-
searches: and yet people are astonished at what is
called Trish discontent. Tt may be urged that these
unhappy practices are bygones and should be left in
oblivion. Ve believe that the lrish would willingly
forget if England would only remember, and that Ire-
land only remembers because England insists on for-
getling.  Tn any case a clear nnderstanding of Irish
history is vequisile before 0110\(':111 fairly judge of present
conditions.
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DISPENSING CHEMIRTS
The Oldest Drug Store in the District. Physicians prescriptions receive
special attention. Country orders promptly. attended to.
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