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A PRACTICAL [RISH PATRIOT

— - .

A hundred years ago this year, Gharles Gavan
Duﬂ'_y, the Irish poet, patriot, and practical stalesmau,
was horn. In an article on his achievements, the
Dublin  Jeader stresses the practical qualily of his
patriotism. 1t says: —

Dufly was a man in whoese life, both private and
public, practical wisdom and practical ability were
conspivuonus ; and {hese ave qualities that loishmen who
take part in public affairs will do well 1o cherish.

His first umpertant undertaking was the founding
and editing of the Nalion newspaper, and surely no
more useful or practical work couid have been planned
or executed at that period of our history., Tt was on
October 15, 1842, that the first nuumber appeared. The
editor was only twenty-six.  lle was self-educated suve
for & few months zpent in a Preshyterian academy ai
Mouaghan. But he gathered round him a memor-
able company of men of genius aud publie spirit, in-
cluding Thomas Davis, Clarence Mangan, Denis Flor-
ence MeCwriby, John Cornelins O'Callaghan, John
Mitchel, John O 1Tavan, lady Wilde. The Nation
during the six vears of s exizstence prior {o its sup-
pression in 1848, under Dully's able cditorship, con-
ferred benefits on the Irish people the magnitude of
which i would be difficult to exiggerate. [t ix =ome-
times said 1n o dsparagenent of the paper that its
writers dresmmers annd pocts, awd men of uun-
prachical deas. Tt un doubt trae that one, at leasl .
of its o viited contrihutors, poor Clarence Mianvan,
Ied ae wapractical Ve s but the paper it=ell in Dufiv s
able sane anel practieal oan
OPMIBIL s QuY cnund hoast of, [t
Irish talent, it &« aatlet  for
Iiterarey venfus: it revived uterest in Trish
study o 10 eneenraged Trish dudistrios: i
Frich nmame and
assitlants,
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Whitt ean be more =ane and practical than to give
seope and lheral cuconracement o e poet, the arator,
the casavist, the lostorizn, the reformer of abises, 1he
Fosterer of native prodocts,
wider {he vuidauce of ther

The wriiers ol the Nertionn,
cottorYocissed the lght of
their genios with o view 1o kiedling the Danue of Trish
learning and exploving the dari places of Trish his
1oy,

They pooled their enerides inoa pireine elfort
to rebutld the Irist nation on
no less than on political s,
an extraordinary extent, Naot

ndustrial wnd econmmice,
And they succeeded 1o
even the famine andd
the plagne of later vears by which our unhappy countey
wits scouryed could wihollv de<trov the edifice they Ll
set about  erecting  or obliterate  the fandiarks  of
natioval endeavor they hid suceeoded in tracine. Thus
wias the wise and preoctical oruan of Trish
opiuion, the creation of the hirain of a Wichly vitted and
practical noon,

Atftey the famine of 1217 aud the =tate JHrORect-
tions of 1848, Dufiv, whom the Goverument had failed
to convier, turned the <tveam ol his into
anothier practical channel, e was Tor five or six veirs
one of the leading figures in the Tenunt Right move-
ment that united North and =onth for o season, The
movement was conducted by smcere and able nmen of
ihe stamp of George ITenry Moare and Frederick lLueos,
founder aud cditar of {he Fabier, But the defection
of William Keogh, who lett the popular party " jusd.
Tor o handtnl of silver * and for the *ribbon ' of {he
judgeship “fo stick w his coat,” and the wholesale
forgeries and melancholy end of Sadlier, as well as
other difficuliies that can not be dwelt on here, hroke
up the party, and Duily, cdeclaring that there was no
more hopa for Trveland than for a corpse on the dis-
secting table, sold his interest in the Varion and sailed
for Victoria in 1855.

In the colony of Vietoria he was destined to spend
a quarter ol o century broken only by visits te Kurope
in 1865 and 1874, Ile rose to eminence in the legis-
lature, becoming Prime Minister in 1871, and H])E};l‘l
of the Tlouse of Assembly i 1877
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southern hemisphers was guided by the same practical

spirit which directed his energies in Ireland.

M.B.O.B. ASSOCIATION, WELLINGTON

A meeting of the executive of the Marist Rrethers’
Md Boys’ Association was held in the Marist Brothers’
School, Newtown, on Thursday, November 23, Rev.
Brother Emiliap presided, and members present were
Messrs., 1. and J. H. Turner, J. McKeowen, P. J.
Gallagher, J. Hayden, W. Brady, T. Columb, J. D.
IPope, B. D). Hickey, and the secretary. The minutes
of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Let-
ters of sympathy were seut to Mr., and Mrs. Girling-
Hutcher and Mrs, Little, sympathising with them 1in
their late sad bereavements. 1t was decided on the
motion of the secretary to support the Altar Society’s
candidate in the Queen Carnival Competition in eon-
nection with 8t Mary’s Parish Festival. The rev.
chairman reported that an old boy of the school, Mr.
Healy, had wou the Military Cress, and he moved that
a letter be sent vongratulating him on his achievement.
Mro Gallagher reported that a party went out to Mo-
ther Mary Aubert’s lome for the purpose of assisting
to clear away gorse, when a very enjoyable afternoon
was spent. e invited members to assist in this good
Mr. J. L. Levdon was elected to represent the
Association on the Thornden Parish Federation Com-
mittee, Myo W Tenmon was eleeted to fill Mr. Burke's
the execntive. A vote of thanks to the rev.
clanrmnn coneluded (e Dusiness.

worlk.

sl on

Wenranul

(From our own cvorrespondent.)

The pupils of the Marist. Beathers” School gave their
annnil coneert. in the Upera Ilouse last night to a
crovwded and appreciative audience. The boys gave a
vood adsplay or their efficiency in singing, dancing,
pecilations, vl acting. Familiar songs, sueh as * The
Maple Lear,” ~The Admirat’s Broom.” and * A Runel:
af lrish sShamrocks" were rendered by the Loys as
eharuses, supporied by o good orchestra, which contri-
bited mmueh 1o the evenmg’s enjoyment. An Trish
Iy OO Murphy was cleverly performed.  An ex-
hibition of statnary drill, touched off by limelight
elfects anipulated by My S0 Freeman, proved a sue-
vessful tenr.  In the solo, * A Toast 1o Qur Allies,” J.
Rawsuo delighted his heavers, who demanded an encore.
He wax afso heavd to advantage with W. Phillips in
the ~ Boatman’s Nong. A little scene in which M,
Cullinane wued J. Kennedy were the entertainers, pave
mueh asement, AW, Sussmilche, an actor to the manner
born, vave a spirited display in ‘No Irish Need Apply,”
and wis recalled.  The second part of the programma
was i operetta entitled ~ The Bogus School Inspeetor.’
whielt the andience theroughly enjoyed.  “Those taking
part were:- AL Carroll, M. Crotty, R. Duigan, J.
Meara, (0 Rloun, W. Sussmilche, and all rendered
ther parts in a way which would do eredit to older and
more experrenced actora.  The Brothers, and espeeially
Brother Iundieh (who had charge of the baton), are
lo he congratulated on the success of the performance,
Miss Ruby Cwrran presided at the plane, Mr, Me-
Gonigle and his brother llibernians (who managed
all the work of the theatre), and Messrs, Melville and
Laflevty (wlo fitted up ‘the actors’) were specially
thanked by the Brothers for their kinduness.

A pastoral lefter has been issued by the Bishop
of Meath calling for prayers for fine weather to save
the crops, and for & good and plentiful harvest,

The GARDEN HOSE that never fails to give you
sood servico is the NORTIT BRITISE L. OR  G.
QUALITY.  Sold by all ironmongers,

8. F. ABURN
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Tmporter of Paints, Oils, Colore, Varnishes, Brushware,
- and Ropm Mouldipgs, Bhest pad Colorsd Glass, Eto.

Knperhangings, Picture
TaLzrxonn 1389,




