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Current Topics

Some Travellers’ Tales

A story is told—aund is * vouched for” by a travel-
ler- -at the expense of w shrewd Yankee who had been
“doing ’ the sights of Rome. The cute stranger from
Leyond the Atlantic was determined o get his noney's
worth, saw everything that was worth seeing - and if
he did not see all that he desived, ne false modesty pre-
vented him eudeavoring to do =o and sasking all about
it. Of course he visited and revisited the Vaticau,
and was courtecusly shown over the Papal Palace and
s wealth of vavied treasures,

He asked many ques-

tions, and desired to see everything. After all the
custemary sights had beea shown, the guide who at-
tended him asked: *Is thero anvthing else, Slonor
Americano, that you wonld Yke fo see ¥ SThere’s one
thine,” answered the Ameriean, S that T owant 1o =eo
maore {han ;IIl_\'I]HIl_\_: elees e T bt hieenr on the -:Tul‘
of 1t }'t'l.‘ What s that, Steoor 7 2 The eattl e

The cattle-pens!  Whawe hove nothing of l] 1T sor,
Sienor U "You haint ! Tlheu, where o the world

do vou keep thens apad buil- thal we're always hiearin
abont

The tate 1= matehed. o net hettered, he o store
told by Ulvis 7 the - Passing Notes
derger Recily Ui s the ather weel,

deserves to be passod on

el of the
witleh certiiuiy
Tt antie millionaive
the Vatiean 1~ preseuted to the P

RARTES AEEN PP
[oliness vigorously by e haond and aras o NVurrey
pleased to meet vou, =1, iolioew vene tatler. che Lne

l-'upt'.'

A Weighty Statement

Tt < mnierestime to Ht)'[l‘ chiat e oeev i Lot
vision and coutvacted outloc s of She VA0 e od
Folvegiior 1 revard 1o e DLCe U Tpmvianer ol
relizious =clols ma truly s tionst svatens ol wdteation
e nt sharved b ity prafesstonal 7A<|:\t¢::|33:~:e|r':r-a i
other Lane: The New Zewiaud papers o owiil be oo
membered . stated that 0 stoad Ter the prvsent secuba
or so-called oational D oavetens, sl wars opposed to the
erconrazement . oany shape
sehoals. an the croand that 110
the " natioual ”
ol the .\'l’\\‘ whose
cditor ous oone ol the weleliiiost staternents
\'m:h(.llmn alothe
our et to co P \\. lave pleasire i repro-
ducing 1, aud inocrder that our =tate school teachers
niy bz) '__'i\'vu 1the u])}m:'l‘lllxi‘\_\' of |llrlklili_’ at the e
tion from every angle, we liope that the V.20 Sowr e/
vt Eelueation witl please copyv There 1= oue Uhureh,
save the New Enovland Jowrwad af Eeddoeation, " which
makes religion an essential o oduention  and that i
the Catholie Church, oo which the mothers teach ther
faith to the infants at the hreast in thens lTufaby sonnes,
aud whose brotherhioods awd  jviests, sisterhoods andd
nuns imprint their religion on =ouls ax mdelibly as the
dizmond marks the hardest rlass. They mgrain thewr
faith i buman hearts when most plastic to the touch.
Are they wrong, ave they stupnd. are they iguorant.
that {hey found parizh seliools, (‘nnvcnls,_('olhlegr‘s in
which religion is taught?  Not if a man be worth
wore than a dos, or the hwpan sonl, with eternity for
duration, 1+ of more value than the span of animal
existence [or a day. If they wre righl we are wrong.
i our Puritan fathers were wise, then we are foolish
logking upon it as a nmere speeulative question. with
their policy they will lnerease: with ours, we will
decrease. We are no prophet, hut 1t does seem $o us
that Catbolics retaining their religious teaching and we
our heathen schools, will giaze upen cathedral crosses
all over New Eunglund wheu our meeting houses will be
turned into barns. Let them po ou teaching their
religion to the <children and let us go on educat-
ing our children 1in schools wifhout a recognition

y

S, ol the velicion-
wollld tend o weanken
svstelnn. Moy abiderent s the wttitude
Llvcland Sowenad v Blelveaiong,

Caotholie position that 3t has been

of God and without the reading of the Bible and they

will plant corn and traln grape-vines on the unknown
graves of the Plymouth Pilgrims and the Puritans of
Massachusetis Bay, and none will dispute their right
of possession. We sazy this without expressing our
own hopes or fears, but as inevitable from the faect
that whatsoever n man soweth that shall he also reap.’
Thit is the Catholic argument in a nutshell ; and 1t has
never Leen more aptly or concisely stated.

The l.ondon « Star’ Tells a Tale

No sensible  person  nowadays thinks of turn-
ing to the columns of & sensation-loving eveniuy daily,
such as the London Star, lor a sober statement of Cath-
olic events or Catholic thl(Jl'_\', awd the geuneral public
lias long ago learned to take with considerably more
thau o wrain of sait the tall tales and startling narra-
tives that are from tume Lo thie served up le sell the
pitier. Mark Twain sald i his Maore Trameps: 1
rever could 1ell a Te that anybody would doubt, or a
trath that anvbody weonld helieve.’  But such high-
art dizmes e, Tike poets, born, not nide. The average
newspaper Tabirieator, expecially when bhandling Cath-
alie matters, cannol he plausibly or vousistently,  Thia
v evidenved inow falry tale primted m the Twrcnaki
Liwity News the other day, aud quoted as having ap-
peared e the London S It s all about an alleged
love aftair of Plus [X., in the cavs hefove he entered
tiie ecclesiastical state There is nothg e the story
itself disereditable 1o the veputed lover, but the foolish
and osensational  headlines - A Pope’s  Rowmance,’
“Brude Foraken st the Altar ™ certainly convey the
i pression that the ineident happened after Pins TXL
Gt ascended the Papal throue, According to the
Sors, the voune Halian, =cion of nobie house, hand-
. ! formed a romantic
atachiment gduly reciprocinted) for the Jovely daughter
Anelican  bishop. e proposed, was

~omne, chivalrons, cenerous, ole., otel

ol an lrs=n
averpted s and the wedding day fixed

*
It wie. ol conr=e. nevitable that the course of
ey love should tot ran smoothly. It never does—

e et The vouus " loviers ' had therefore to be
separiterd  in the  thoe-honored way by interfering
pareite The tragedy is U wrrvated o Bt when
e l]i\ arrived the Count wis not at the chwek. The
would-te bride waited tor o longe time, bhut he never
'\'i\'w\, g ot Yor many vears alterwards did she
fearn Lite reason, and keow that hie had after all been
taithii. The explanation wis simple. The Count
ciame of a Jesuit fumily who had estimated his value
to the Clinreli, and determined that it should possess

Iiim lelers were intercepted, and being persuaded
that the beavtifnl Trish givl had ceased 1o love him, he
taolk Oreders, and was sent to the West Todies. ITis

true worth soon tokt: he beeame a Bishop, and Arch-
Bishop. and Pope on the deatl of Gregory NVI. 1le
lewrnt (how it is vot stated) of his family’s deceit, and
on the dav be ascended the Papal Throne he revealed
the fact that he was the Count Mastai-Ferretti, who
had failed to keep his wedding-morn engagement with
Miss Foster. Thus war the truth revealed to the
woman wlho had loved hint so welll” The whole thing
i, of course, purcly legendary, and finds no place in the
authentic biographies of Plus 1X. But the idea of
a Pope, on the very day on which he aswended the Papal
throue, turning aside to lell the world all about his
early love affairs i so absurdly and deliciously comical
that we almost fargive fhe varlet for the rest of the
nonsensieal  concoction. It 1s sowetling to geb an
jnnocent langh in these otherwise serious and sombre
trnes.

Germany and Ireland

German papers and writers in the United States
are mwaking an earnest and delevmined---if rather be-
lated and amusing—attempt to pose as the friend and
protector, and even as the would-bo ally, of Ireland.
Ta this effect writes a Mr. Viereck, in the well-known
German American paper, The Fotherland, of October
4. 1Ie has made the discovery—very late in the day,
it must be admitted—that the Germans ‘are one with
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