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honor 1o acknowlede® and confess thent, o ask pardon
and make reparation for them. Liet us strike cur
breasts and acknowledpge that we have all sinned much ;
and this humble ackuowledgment will merit for us
tl.e Divine mercy which is besought by so mauy ardend
and persevering prayers. so much uutiring devotion,
so many heroic sacrifices and =0 many services rendered
in the past.

Here follow the signatures of all the Bishops of
France, and the fext of the prayer and vow which s
to bo made,

THE FAMOUS VATICAN CHOIR

An announceneul of considerable importance in
the musical season in New York is that the chiel soloists
of the Sistine Chapel Chour have bren granted per-
mission by the Vatican authorities to lesve [aly for
the first time in the history of the choir, and make s
voneert tour of the United Stales.  Their programme
is devoted {o selections from classieal opera and wodern
sacred and secular song.

The history of the chowr 15 vather wndgque. Tt was
founded by Nt. Hyl\‘vsl('r 1. whose pontificate lasted
from 314 to 377, and ifs maome was derived from =ixtus
IV., whe built the Capella Sictinag i 13770 The chorr
was endowed by Gregory 10 (the Great), the actua!
founder of choir =inging, and in whose pontificate,
which lasted from D90 to 604, the chotr hevan to attract
the attention of the then eivilised workd, [t was
nol, however, until the pontiicate of JFohn NTX. (1024
1032), when the monk Guido d Avrere invented the
Gamut and laid down the foundatinn of hzu'mnn_\'_ tliat
the choir began to.climb to that eminence of perfection
from which 1t has never receded ax a musieal organisa
tion during 227 of the 260 actual pontificates.  When
Grecory X1, returned to Rome after the 70 vears’ exile
of the Holy See at Aviguon, Franee, the old Gregorian
School of Hirl;{illg wax amaloamated  with the new
school. and the most eminent singers sl composers of
Europe made the Schola Cantormn, wder which title
the cholr was endowed, the connral et for the know-
ledoe and cultivation of voral music. The cholr con-
sists of J2 choral chaplains, 8 hassos, 8 tenors, ¥ counter-
tenors, and 8 sopranos and coulraltox.  The firat con-
cert was given at Carnecie Ilall 0 New York, the
third week in Septewher,

THE VENICE OUTRAGE

The Milan correspondent of the T savs that it
will be recalied that, after the ruin of the famous Tie-
pola fresco in the Churell of the Scalzm in Venive last
year, an official statement appeared in the Austro-
German papers, dated from the Press Burean of the
Austrian General Headguarters, to the effect that such
destruction was perfectly legitimate, since Ttaly's patri-
mony consisted in great measure of woerks of art, which
induced miilions of foreigners to spend their money
in this country.  The character of the recent air raids
on Venice does not permit even the most conservative
and kindly disposed to doubl Auwstria's deliberate in-
tention to act up to this theory.

The only two possible excuses fur the hombardment
of Venice are the port aud the arsenal, situated at the
two extremes of the cily. All belween is the demain
of beauty and art. Tn the last two raids the Aastrians
have deliberately chosen as their tarpets the nost
precious of Venice's priceless trewsures, They first
aimed at St. Mark's a bomb which fell within 30ff of
its portal, and last week they atlacked the Church of
8. Giovanni e Paolo. A bomb penetrated the vaull-
ing of thus chureh and fell in the rieht aisle near the
Valier monument at the opening of a side chapel.  The
lower part of the menument, being protected by sand-
bags, was unhurt, hut the upper statues were damaged.

In the side chapel the explasion severely injured
the famous ceiling——Piazzetta’s ‘ Glory of St. Dominic’
—which, being painted on canvas firmly nailed to the
ceiling by the artist hngself, could nol be removed

when the portable works of art were put in safety.
Vivarini's great window had fortunately been removed,
Lbut all the remaining windows were brokeu. The
side chapel where the bomb exploded 15 TOfL fromn the
Cnlleoui statue i the square, the most precious of
Venice's patrimeny, whose loss would be truly irrepar-
able.  The llome for the Aged attached to the church
was struck by a second bomlb with no loss of life. These
raids, lacking all military excuse, continue almost
nightly.

ROLL OF HONOR

SmErcEaNT P. 0. CULLEN,
Hokitika,
Killed in action, June 16, 1916.

RirLeman B. Hickey,
Dunrobin, Otago,
Died of wounds, September 28, 1916,

WANTED KNOWN

PRAYER BOOCKS, ROSARIES, and OBJECTS OF
DEVOTION, now obtainable from the
SACRISTAN, Sr. Joseru's Caraepnar, DUNEDIN
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