Taurspay, Decemser 7, 1916.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET o 53

The Cathqlic World

FRANCE

NOVENA TO ST, GENEVIEVE.

The grand traditional novenn of Saint Genevieve

4 takes place in the month of January. The novena
which ended oun Friday, Heptember 8 (says the Paris
correspondent of the 'utholic Tiowes), was inztituted on
account of the evident protection of God, which was
extended to Frauce in Septentber, 1814, and which the
French are surely justified in believing was, at least
to some extent, due to the intercession of her who, in
former davs, had already saved Paris from Attila’s hap-
barous hordes.  The cloxing velivious ceremony of the
novena was presided over by Cardinal  Amette, and
the final sermon was delivered by the Very Rev. Tiom
Cabrol, Abbot of Faraborough. [+ was, howeuwer,
Abbe Courke, the parizh priest of =t. Jacques du [ans
Pas, who was the preacher at the tridunm of St Gene-
vieve at St. Ftienne du Mont.  The theme of his theee
sermots was the intervention of CGod i the affairs of
this world, and priveipabiv. i the aftans of France.
All his discourses were highly appreeinted, and especi-
ally the third and last, in the course of which e showed
how God had intervened in the crveat Frenelh mational
erisi=, and move partioulaly in the present war. b
giving the French the victory ol the Maime. e
grouped tagether various cireuntances af thit inmernse
battle, extending on a froni of aver ninety miles, and
dvew the conclusion tha' the protection of =3t Gene-
vieve, the Patroness of Puriz s of France, wis visably

extended {0 the Freneh. To this comneetion it i iu-
teresting to noute the publication of a panphiet entitled
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of which  Abbe Sauvetre. the sash prlest of S
Etitenne du Mout iz the authe: The conclusion he
comes to In at 1 that Paric o wonid honor herself by
erecting a mouument o that =aint o the bans of the
Seine. It wmuy seemn strange fhar fhe ouly statue of
St. Genevieve existing in the Freaeh capital i« the one
placed amaong the Queens ot Franes 10 the Luxembourg
Gavdens. Abbe Suuvetre also demnirds 1he vestitution
of the Pantheon to Cathoslic public worsbip, ana the ve-
conzecration of the huldine under The atrovnce of 8.
(renevieve,

BASILICA OF =T, HELENA CONRECRATED.

During the celebration of the 16t centenary of
the Peace of Cons=iantine in 1912 a commemaorative
basilica was built on the Flaminian Wav, leading from
Rome to the Milvian bridee, the weene of Constantine s
victory over Maxentius. Tn memory of the famous
apparition of the ¢ross, this basilica was dedicated o
the Iloly Cross. [lappy peace, the vift of the Cross,
then reigned in t(he world. Another Constantinian
basilica, however, was destined some vears liter to be
dedicated while strife and hattle were raging amone
Chiristian nations. This ix the Buasilica of =t. HHelena.
the solemn cousecration of which took place on sunday,
September 17 (writes 1 Heme correspondent). Tt is o
new parish church situated about three-quarters of a
miles outside the Porta Maggiove. The quarter for
which it s fo serve as a parish church hitherto helonged
to Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, a [foundation of the
Empress 8t Helena, and famous as posseszing 1he great
¥ relics of the Passion—a large portion of the true Cross.
the title of the same, a nail of the Crucifixion, a thern
from the Crown. Thus two Constantinian memorials
will stand close to each other-—a church dedicated to 8.
Helena and a church founded by her. the twe being
more or less in the relation to each other of mother
and daughter. The consecrating RBishop was Mpr.
Cepetelli, Patriarch of Constantinople and  Vice.
regent. of Rone. The ceremonies began at 8, and
after the procession with the relics nf the TTich Altar
and the rest of the solemn ceremonial of consecration,

High Mass was celebrated by an Oblate Father, In
the evening a sermon was preached, followed by Bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrament and the Te Deum.

THE TOPE AND THE POPULAR UNION.

The Diocesan Committee of Rome, ever active to
further Catholie action in the city, has just issued a
circular to the various Catholic Associations of Rome
nrging them 1o have the names of the directing body at
leust of each association inscribed in the so-called
TPopular Unien {(writes the Rome correspondent of the
frish Carholiey, The circular reminds them that it
is the express desire of the Holy Father that all Cath-
olics should give their nanies to the Popular Union as
being the most comprehensive in its aims of all existing
("atholic associations, In fact there is no branch of
Catholic activity which it does not aim at helping on,
The Diocesan Commiitee itself undertakes to take the
nanies sent in to its secrefary, and to take measures to
et missing names also inseribed, Attention is also
drawn to the duty imposed on all Cathelics, and those
of Rowme in partieular, to give all possible aid to the
work of rveligious and moral assistance for the poor
war orphans,  The futuve of {hese children is a matter
ol national concern, and it ix only to be expected that
any initiative on their hehali will meet the whole-
hearted svmpathy and support of Cathoelic bodies all
aver the country. A good deal is heing done to bring
the anatter provunently  betore the publie, and the
Diveesan Committee 1= only adding anether to a long
fixt o1 elogquent appeals that have heen made already
in fuvor of this charitabis work. It 15 highly satis-
Factory, ndeed, 1o note the livelvy way the Catholie
woviations Tave been directing their efforts for good
sinee the war hegan, Paossibly the example of the
Vatiean has intused new energies Into them. At any
rate, Itois g fuet true of the great majority of them
at least, that they bave not been sitting idle allowing
oppartumities af doing sood to pass by unavailed of,

SPAIN
HISTORTC CHURCH BURNED.

Remurkabie scenes were witnessed in Granada,
Spedin atelys wlien, byoan unlucky chanee, the beauti-
ul Churelr of Santa Maria Dolores was nearly burnt to
the crouud.  This fue und ancient sanctuary contains
a miraenlous and venerable statue of the Mother of
~orvows, aid, when the news of the fire spread, a gal-
lant vescue of the precious treasure was undertaken by
it band of veung wmen, led by a priest,  They rushed
into the burning building just before the roof fell in,
aud, suatching the statue {rom 1fs niche above a beauti-
ful wvotive altur, bore 1t out ou their shoulders in
triumph, just as the roof collupsed.  The people then
formed a guard of honor for the famous statue, and
escorted it to the Cathedral. where the principal clergy
cante out to meet 1. All the candles on the high altar
were lighted, and our Lady was enshrined on a tem-
porary altar within the sanctuary, until such time as
=he can he restored to her own c¢hurch. As the statue
wis borne up the Cathedral, the great organ pealed
fortlh the Royal March in salutation. Already sub-
seriptions are flowing in for the restoration of the
Chureh of Santa Maria Dolores.

The SUPERIOR GARDEN TIOSE that cutwears
all others is NORTIH BRITISIT L. OR G, QUALITY.

Sold by all tronmongers.

£10 guarantes goes with every 1/- carton of NO
RUBRING LAUNDRY HELP. To wash all clothes
clean without rubbing or injury.

Make method your slave, hut be not a slave to
method.-—8. Maunder.

Rympathy is {lie safeguard of the human soul
arainst selfishness-—Carlyle.

W. F. SHORT,

MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR, POWDERHAM 8T., NEW PLYMOUTH,

Every description of Monumental Work undertaken in latest and ui)-to-date styles



