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formity with their conscience, to get their “system of
religious training, Biblereading, iutroduced into the
schools, and Catholics, it 1s uunecessary for me to say
are against the godless system and are showing their
siucerity fo the extent of spending over £106,000 each
year on separate schools.  As therefore the educational
system of New Zealand 1s not national, how does our
National Government, thal supposedly represents all
the people. reconeile ils altiticle in regard to Catholie
schools with its demoecratic professions? | venture
to say that this weeting will bring vearer the {ime,
now not far distant, when the Govermment will come 1o
see the reasonableness, justice, and necessity of chung-
g its opinions on this question as it has done ou
few others. A Catholie F would willingly co-nperate
with any religious body, whose alim 15 to give every
denomination the right of having theiv children tauehi
ine their own forn of bellel, by using the money ool
leeted fromn all for edueational Then the
present secular sxstem eould be made use ol by
who behesve i seentar education, amd those who p
holed Clhiristtan education wonld nol be foreed ta
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Catholic sebiondx o pay dodide in suapportiug schoals or
Lhetr own,

Tlhrougheme the aces velicion aned edieation have
gone together, Their wias hrought  abont
by Freuck enenties of relicion, i order, as they sand, 1o
kil Christianifv: and we seo to-dav the result ot non-
Christian  education o Franee in the prevadence of
race suiclde and the <hortase of nanhood (hat = now
so vitallv affecting the continwanee ol the vace It
veligion bas ~ome perticions, sove staltitvine ntiienes
o education, or if 0 be oo nseles e jamer )l Ber o
he discarded, bt 00 oo the other dund. we adopt the
beliet and lat'.‘u'li('t* of Clivtsterndonm Trone The vartiesd
thne awd mamtain flat relivion <o essential part o
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frue educativa. theu 0 wus bhe mamdiamed in the
schools come what nav.
ul ot omay beosiid owe cnn cive aur childven e

Hiions traming o the home, aod carronnd then with o
Christian attnosphiere, Hene niiny ean lrlll!lt.l[H‘\' ins
clatm to having the vime o the tnelination to commetor
instructing the e e arter o day s work . and even
it that were po<aibhe wh‘\' subect the clild o duTeren
mfuences in the =cliood and o the honne ! [ 1% e
ally aduitted th the hame the sehanl, amed the chneeh
vor fowrether o tle noral upbrineine of the child, and
the sehool can weda all doo casty the work of the otler
twa. It taet, 0r l'l]ll‘-‘t‘.:tllil‘\' -ovo beoexetaeed
the formative peried of Tefe, soud from the sehool whiels
hias the most | i
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vital tnfuenee o b Dutldinze, whiy

not cut i out atavether!?
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Some acain tell us thal relicion would be a ol
thing to teach i the sehoals s bt H#ois net the dinye of
the State 1o teach velirion. Well, 3 {thal be so, wlhiy
net entrust the duty 1o those who can feach b, and
pive capitation fo all denominations that can show o
sufficient number of pupils 1o establish chool centres,
thus allowing these who for conscience” sake are cup
porting their own schools, whilt contrilbuding to the
upkeep of the State schoolsl that meed of justiee (o
whicli they arve entitled ?

T now come to the tannt thn
break up the educational systew. This hovev of bregk
ing up the seculur svstem 30 stmple Jusiice is rendered
to those whose conscience debars thent From usinge the
public schools has been vepeated =0 ofien thal il s
now used whencver 1he educaltonal svstiem is erifjeised,
like that Dlessed word Mesopotaniia, forgettig the tact
that our public educational svstenm s heine constantly
refarmed, enlarged, expurgated, modernised. wrouped,
and divided till the only staple point remaining is its
godless secularizm.

As Catholies we ask a just shave of the money
which we ourselves conlribule for the secular education
given in our schools, and we will he st pleased Lo have
the Government inspectors see that {he mouey has heen
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truly earned. The Governnient pay, and justly pay,
the Salvation Army for the upkeep and secular services
they render at Pakatoa; but no Catholic suggests that
this money is paid by the Government for the propaga-
tion of the Salvation Army, or for the Christian in-
fluences, pious instructions, and self-sacrifice on the
SBalvalion Avmy stafl of ihat institufion.

The veligious sehools are part of the State system
in Norway. Sweden, Denmark, lloland, and even
Germany, also within the Empire they are subsidised
in New  Foundland, Quebec, Onfario, and CGreat
Britan, lu Great Britain over 53 per cent. of the
sehools ave denominational. T fact so steady is the
crowth of these scheols, thal as far back as 1891 Mr.
Clhannberliin szid: * To destrov denominational schools
i= now an impessibility, and nothing is more astound-
ing than the progress they have made sinee 1he Educa-
tron Actof 18700 | had thonght they would die out
wilh the establishimeot of the boasd seliools, el 1 have
been nustaken, for in the last 23
Joubled et aeeommuodad o
Cheo sihbzerviphion Tisi

The Bowed  Tetde o ome ol the Biritish
nrarterly maadines, i s Septemnder e pavs aereat,
il o the schools of Britein o the following ierms

veirs they havo
donled
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CThe war has ndeed revealed  great shorteomings
detiet o the Enelish edueational sestem, especially in
the higher branches, but an the whole it has been a
vindication of dis esseniial sounduoess. and has proved
us i nation ot only zomad and streng in charactler,
bl Tae ore adaplable hoth o osoldiering and in in-
dustey than The
our new
oily 1o our
New Zealand
schools are
receive Lthe
sane trestimesd heve in this © God's own comndry,” as in
the comnte= bobive mentoned. The ex-pupils of the
New Zealmd cost the Government

Far thens edueadion. it when ihe drums
Beat toowar, they contributed their full proportien to
the Damion Avnyv. ad nehbe upheld the lonor of
their =chionds o slorming the heichts of Callipoll, in
Poldving the Fropae's witierway at the Soez Canal, and
Heoerrehins the Bower ar dhe CGermany Armmy in the

dlviaes e the =ennie.

cither we or oor enenies suspecied.
o vobuiteers and e sieerss ol
hervads
to ooy selmols
that

schaols.
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Why cannot we
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denani it ionsgd

{Uatholie <ohionis in
el ne ey

W are working all tecefher o haild np i rand
snd oo adion, e we see belore s 1he sad re-
sl ebtgined by divercine reloion fromn the schools
er e awion i the sapine materialistic spivit. whiel
P mrede Srnericn do this warkd orisis a by-word ameng
oo vatons, They have no God in their =chools, they
Dive pursued for decades g system of heartless money-
cruhbingand do day when civilisation shvieks for help,
iwed ionar, justice amd even humanity itwelf seein likely
1o e eritshed nnder the heels of the Kaiser's lordes,
Anmerien abandons s blood relalions across the At-
Bonties and, sacrificing its nationsl spivit for the al-
mivhiv dollar, crocifies Hs munhood on a cross of mold.

My Lord, Bev. Fathers ladies md ventlemen, T
bave evers eonfidence in the justice and fair dealing of
aur o non Catholic: Tellow-citizens, awd T feel 1hat, it
ouly regquiees a0 proper anderstandine of (he Catholic
el on their pat for us to veceive full justice. The
clonuent and ofted speakers who are soine (o address
vou this evemng will do a ereat des! {ownrds helpingr
forward this fuller understanding of our position, and
the enthusiasm, thoe carnestness. and {he solidarity of
this vasl assemblage will let our parliamentary repre-
semfatives know that the fime has come for them to
commence the study of Caiholic educational
with all serivusness,
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