Taurspay, Novemser 16, 1916.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 45

CHRISTCHURCH CATHOLIC CONGRESS

MR. M. DOYLE’S ADDRERS.

This great gathering of fellow-Catholies which 1
have the honor of addrvessing this evening, this first
diccesan congress called by his Lordship Bishop Tirodie,
shows in unmistakable terms not only the strength
and vigor of Holy Church in this, the youngest diocese
of the Dominion, but it is alse an unequivoezl sign
that his J‘Jordship, in conducting the aflairs of this
diocese, in battling for Catholic rights, and in safe-
guarding Catholic 1nterests, may rely with fullest con-
fidence on the deep-rooted Toyalty, imiplicit trost, and
whole-heavted co-operation of a united and virile (ath-
olic people.

Lo thix fair land Catholics enjoy the fullest neasure
of civil and religious liberiy. Living under 2 flay
that is being carried =a nobly by the =ons of New Zea-
land to-day on the blood-stained ploins of Flanders
and Egypl:'s ancient Lattlefields, every cilizen enjoys
equal rights and equal privileges. awd as 4 necessary
corotlary all submiit to an eguality of sacrifice, But
while it is perfectly true to =ay that all ave equual in
the eyes of the law, and that tie protection of the law
is given to all whatever be the color. race, or creed, it
iz nevertheless a fact that one great =erviee of the State,
one great Goverument department. s reserved for
those who agree withh the theory that rehigion should
vot he a purt of the school trainiug. Thaese. with equal
rights to chosse. who desive that their ehildren ve-
ceive religious 1nstruction with thetr =ecular knowledee,
not ouly receive na help from e Sate 1o virry oud
their desirex, hut are furthermere niade (o pax for the
maintenanuce of @ =vstem of education for ather people’s
children which they cannot nake uze of For their own.
This is the negation of justice and cquity, and a viela-
tion of the rights o the minority with a veugeance.

Ttz arvecoguized prineiple that every o hasan in-
herent vight tn hisawn form ol helief, and consequently,
when the Siateochich shonld be nentral, aceepts the
viewpomt of one section of the commuity e oregard
to religious framng, it should also sive proporticnte
attentwon to the apinions of the other seclions in {he
same way as it has made conseription apply Lo atll with
a special reservalion for conseientions alijectors,

IE Catholies, and all who are in fuovor of dhe secular
schouls, he likewise exenplod Trom cavdrthuting to thelr
upkeep they will willingly accemt the alternnfive of
supporting their own =chools.  This i« all (hat we ask.
This is in brief the Catholic edientions] position, du
cation, whicl Milton savs s Likeness 100 (Gad throueh
virfue and faith, = generally defined ax the phvsical,
mental, and moral development of the child., [ 1=
that which fits o man to perform Justly, skilfully, and
magnanimously afl the offices, botl public and private,
of peace and war.  OF its threeefuld hranches the nioral
development 1= the wost bupertant, for witliont if we
are bul adding power 1o the uncont rolled engine,
pouring oil on the five, aind makiug <11 more crunge
the hand of the luw-hreaker.

Till a hundred years apo educating had alwivs
gone haud in hand with religious training. Thistory
shows us that the Chureh has over been (he custodian
of learning, and the patron of seience and art.
schools and universilies upheld the toreh of culture in
South-Western Europe when the vest of the world was
sunk in barbarvism, and today we see its selionls, eol-
leges, and universities sealtered over
rloba,

But it may bhe said, why adopt the theory that
relision should form part of the eduenti N
In the first place, New Zealand is 2 Chris
and all Christians hold that tlie child s
world for n time of spiritual trial, hence tha relisious
education of the child 1o fit it to meel (e templations
of after lifa is logically mare necessary than its advance-
ment in secular knowledge, as one (

eternity, the other is timited to the
life.
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The secand reason why Catholics cannot adapi the

theory of mnon-Christian “education i« hecuuse it s
. .

against the principles of frue education, which aim at
the raising up, the elevation of humanity by the har-
monions development of the soul and the body. F. V.
N. Painter, a great American educationalist, whose
history of education is now being used as a text book
for the teachers’ examinations by the New Zealand
tiovernment, on page 2 of this work says: ‘ Religion,
that ineradicable sense of dependence on a supernatural
heing, has always exercised a noleworthy influence on
education. It s religion that has furnished the
“rongest. support of morals and cherished the loftiest
ideals of life. The education of the present day in
Kurope and Ameriea is Christian education, for ifs
universalily rests on {he worth of the individual as a
child of God, aud the perfection at which it aims is
to be found i the rules and duties inculeated in the
New Testament. The schoul: of the modern world,
with thelr surpassing excellenve and many-sided activi-
lies, are directly 1raceable to religions influences.’

Theé New Zealand Government evidently differs
from its official text-book, and wishes ifs schools to be
run in 4 manner antagouistic to the educational systemnt
of the old world and the new. In other words, our
paternal Government wishes s to observe the law of
the Jand, which is abmed at securing Christian secial
refations, whilst in effect. denying ihe necessity of Chris-
tianity on whicli the fabrie of these laws and our
mordern eivilisation is based.

The third reasen why Catholics cannot. aceept a
pacan basis Tor the education of their children is be-
canse religion i+ the foundation wf the moral law, for if
religion be not uszed as a basiz when teaching the child
= moral oblications, what reasen except convenience,
fear, o altristic motives, which unfortunately anly
appeal to 4he fow, can be adduced for asking the child
fotake the harder path. 11 i in this partienlar thas
the seewdar svsiem of edieation fails, for when the heart
aid corseience are ipnored, the noblest part of a child— -
Bis soul is eft unenltivated, and thus he is sent into
the world a ship without a radder— without adequate
ideis of the reazon of his existence and his hereafter,

The brief hour at Sundav school can do little.
Every Catholic exteems {he weal for Christian edneation
showir by fhe Sunday school teachers of all denomina-
tions, but with all diflidence we do nol consider that {he
trammine of a chibd Iy Cheistian knowledee can be ade-
guately performed in one honr o weel, for the child is
not a Fool andd Judges e importance of the subject by
the time bestowed o it. Fhie Anglican Bishop of {his
ivcese. i the conlerence jist closed, gave a lead to
his Chureh 1o establish parochial schools, thos fully
endorsing the Catholic position that rveligious instrue-
tiom to e adequale must he made part of the school
currienlunt.

A Governmenl svstem of edueation should be
national. should include every section of the com-
munitv, people of all Taiths and creeds.  The present,
svstent, which neffeet. <huts off Catholies from jts ad-
vitages, s thus vot a uational system: and if {he
Anglican Bishop of Christeliurel is right, it does nol
safisfy  Auglicaus for the Cheistian edueation of their
childlren any anore than it satisfies Catholies, The
Protestants of New Zealand number 86 per cent., the
Catholies 11 per cent.. of the pupulation.  Of the
won-{latholte eharches, 1he Chareh of England in point
of vumbers easily holds pride of place, having 41 per
cenl. of the whole population of the Dominion in her
commuion.  This Choarely s sliowing its disapproval
of thie secniar syslem so strongly {hatl it is apparently
gomg to fackle in veal caviest (he question of estal-
lishing separvate rveligious schools.  Tn 1913 a commis-
ston appomded by this Chavel fo g0 into the education
question veporfed as follows: Fram every point of
view, the Churell will never be in a position to carry
out its paramount duly lowards {he young unhil we
poasses: primary schools of our own, which will nof
only alford a sound education for many of our children,
hut will also become training centres for the teachers of
the future.”  This repert admirably expresses the Cath-
olic  view. The dissenting Churches likewise are
not satisfied with 1he present, system, and they have
shown  their dissatisfaction Ly endeavoring, in con-
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