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I read it, aud to my astonishinent saw the first account
of the now Famous German retreat. The editor of the
paper  had put in  brackets after it:— 0! efiwas
eidferigt! A few days after followed the official Ger-
man account, which stated that the Germans, meeting
with supertor forces in the neighborhood of Paris, had
-to retreat for tactical reasons. It did not say, as
Jwas vepoerted in many English papers, that the Germans
were defeated—Iloud protests were vaised against this
incorrect translation of their official account.

But T never heard of the Battle of the Marne, or
of @ blunder Lefore Licge 1ill T came across into ol
land.

I might here remavk that the German papers gave
the minimum of news.
circulated couststed of historical sketehes or of polemics
arainst the enemy : of actual war news there was little,
and thix little was mostly copied from Dutch and
Eunglish papers.  Censorship was very striet, and greai
eara was faken to prevenl party sirife, or any form of
eriticisin of the autherities and their methods of waging
war.  Two of the chiel Cologue papers were suppressed
i tura for o dav or two, the Aofaisehe Zoifuny on
aceount of an avticle written about the late Pope Pins
N, the Kedwisehe Vallhszeitiny for venturimyg lo eriticise
w passage 1 the Kawer's telegram to President Wilson,
where he niade an unfavorable allusion to the Belgian
clergy.  Fault-finding articles from the English press
were sanetimes vepraduced i the German papers, to
the no small astonishinent of these who did noi dare
to think fur themselves. but acted and thought just
as the miitwry anthorities wished,  Fhis unity of the
German }](Jl]l)i(‘_ this blind obedience of the will and
judgment. fa wucle gn unscruputous government as the
Prussian, is undoubtedly o vreat source of power and
efficiency 1u time of war. Bt ois o preat military asset
for a mation that is fightiug to win at all costs.  What
shall we sav ax to the moral aspect of the question’
The Germans kiuew nothing of atrocities committed in
Belgium by 1heir {voops—they had never vead of sucl
in their own press. and they will not. believe information
coning from other sourees, Thevefore they have ne
suruples on thix score, But the question is: Should
thev not t=ist ov beine better mlormed as to the conrse
of events: should they siot see that the same 3= plaved
properiv .
The campaign o the Gernman press was just as
thorouvhly organsed as that of the arues in the field.
Lu the l)e.ginninu Russia was the arcl-enemy, but soon
sho lost this place of honor in favor of England. The
completo unanimity of the press in denouncing BEug-
land dav after day seems to point to the fact that the
Jead must have been viven by the Government. Tt was
probably recoguised that this was the best meuns of
conducting the diplomatic campaign -of interesting _thv,
neutral powers in Germany’s favor, and of weakening
the bonds which held the Triple Entente together,

What was sald of the British troops? The Germau
soldiers genervusly acknowledged their preat fighting
powers.  Bvery brauch of the service was speclally
praised- ~infantry, cavalry, artillecy, engineers,
men.  The only weak point in the foree was that i was
too small,  Ouoe officer told me they were by Tar the
best troops he Tud Tousht against ; he was glad 1o meet
such brave inew i hattle o they were, as he said, foewen
worlhy of his steel. Tu the I)c;;inmn;: Germans had o
supreme contempt for the Hnglish Army, and laughed
al the idea of new armies heing raised in a few weeks.
What could they avall against the trained arnies of the
Countinent T And, besides, the war would be over be-
fore they could be sent to the front. Many of the offi-
2ors Lold me in the beginuing that if a4 German army,
yen though small, could be landed in_ England it

ould quickly conquer the country. l_%ut i these liopes
were ever entertained, they were quickly dispelled by
the appearance of the new .voluntary armtes which were
able to hold their own against the best troops Germany
could send against them.

Very mucl has been spoken and written aboul
French’s © contemplible little armny’ t-hm_lgh the Ger-
wans have repeatedly denied that the Kaiser ever used
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such a phrase. T read some time ago in an English
paper that it was used on the oceasion of an army-order
given by the Kaiser to his troops when passing through
Aix-la-Chapelle on his way to ile front. Now, I hap-
pened to be in Aix at the time, but never heard a word
of any such order. 1t certainly never got into the local
press.  Rumor had it that the Kaiser slept for one night
m a castle adjoining the town, guarded by only six sol-
diers. Some people said they recognised him as he
passed by in lus motor, but vertain it is that ne notice
was given of his coming ; he was not publicly received ;
there was no demonsiralion in his honor.

The German peopls had been well informed as to
the political difficulties in Treland before the vutbreak
of the war. Tt was confidently asserted {hal England
would not dare to help France, for ihat. would mean ihe
dissolution of the Empive. 1 bad often to Iive somo
explanation ax fo why Irishmen of all elasses Joined so
loyally in the war.  After the outhreak of hostilities one
sometimes saw paragraphs in the Gernan papers lelling
of dissension 1 Ireland. Thess wers siven o prominent
place. theugh the original version in the Pimes was
oftew diflicult Lo find.

tat whatever illusions may have
been entertained in the beginuing, they were (ini«:kly
dispelied. People wondered st the marvellons Wiy in
which the Ewmpire held together. ’

L might hers say a word about Zeppelins.  Those
which visited Liepe, Namur. and Antwerp, generally
passed over Aix Defore midnight on Lheir way thither,
anst retnrned again early next morning. These airships
had taken hold of the popnular iwagination. People
tosk pride in them ax being a national mvention ; there
was semething fascinating in their nightly raids. Much
wias said of their visiting London, and of their hielping
m g fulure naval action.  YWhen 1 returned 1o Eny-
land 1 found people quile apathelic : they regarded tho
Zeppelin menace as 2 huge joke. The Germans’ view
was quite difievent. Thev {ock special delight in the
fact that their aiv Heet was a swre neans of striking a
blow ddivectly at Fneland. The many advaniages en-
jnved by the Zeppelins were all well Xnown to the Ger-
mans. I omight enumerate a few here. They usually
vperate ot nht, when it s dangerons for the more mi-
stable acroplanes to ascend. 1t they Iy high enough
ey eanuot he reached by cannon from helow:  (he
accnracy of their ann is thus diminished, buat thal malkes
e differcuce if the tarcet is large. Bven o flect of
airships ol our part is of wo avail unless it happens 1o
be concentrated e thoe proper place, anl af the proper
e Lo ward off an atfack. This very rarely happeos.
Homy o encmy i ared with o leaded vitle, il is nol,
cnotelh Tor we (o vet o vifle of wyoowir Lot fake
the initiative, and deprive him of Tis weapon, or of the
power of using af. Thus it would seem that 1lhie only
adequate defence against. Zeppelin ralds would be cither
to destroy the hostile fleet, or by aperations on land and
sty drive the Germans so far away from our coasts,
thiat: we are outside the radius of detion of their ajre
tlect.

The quiet Tife i 1he hospital was o stranme contras
to the weird excitement of the Lattlelicld, A spirtd of
et happiness pervidded the horse,  The conseiomsioess
of haviug dane {heir duty helped the inmates {6 bear
their sulferings with padience. Many indeed  wern
niimed Tor Life, many were never Lo leave {he hespital
alive. But they fell ne resentinent.
sang the “ Hymn eof Hate,! hut these men would have
none of i, Experience at the front had taughi {hem
fo respect their enemies, it showed Them that they Dl
{o fight against a brave and gencrous foe. thail British
soldiers were men, and not the mixture of cruelty and
cunning they Bad been led to expect. Thus they were
strangely tolerant when contrasted with their country-
men, who in their salons sang the “ lymn of Hate.” or
from eomfortable arm-chairs wrote off burning articles
for the press. Experiencs had couvineed them that the
price to he paid was loo areal, that the amount of
human suffering on every side was in no way comnien-
surale with the gain 1o be hoped for. Was nol he
world big enough for us all? was un expression which
was often on their lips.
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