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Quite maturally alse a transformation ook place
in his character, but it was gradual and even slow.
Before arriving at the steadiuess aud strength of a
Christian, his sensitive nature had to undergo bitier
trials. The habits of a lifetime were there, the rvepu-
tation he had with his companions, the counter-attacks
of the demon, furious al this beautitul conguest of
grace.  Agalost all this Petit-Pierre had quickly dix
cavered oune preservative. Every day, wherever we
niight be, he asked for the tloly Eucharist.  Heveral
iimes when ju camp 1 found him in the worniug roan-
ing around near his hiliet. Flying from dangerons
surrontndings, where he feared to be drageed down
again, he had tramped to mud fro throughout the cold
winter nights reciting his beads.  When 1 appenred
his face would light up. - AhT T am golng Lo receive
Elim " And when [ blamed hiw in spite of it all. he
would reply: * Don’t be uneasv. Father: ax long as |
have wy daily Commmumion the vest will tadke care ul
itwelf. .[‘;(’Hi(lt:h. I ant so lmpp_\,’ ter olier up a Tt e winerd
fice to desus in explation for the past, as the prreluse:
price of ity .

Grace sustatoed Dim visiblv, By its aid he resisied
Al raillerv, silently ot flest and awkwardly, Tt soon
with s alowest reckless caietvs Drvearner and artist by
disposition, he wis fnclined to he nervous, seisitive,
tmid of danger or havdshipe: vet he sheank fron oo
"’
service to others -eapeeiatly 1o fhose who mocked T,
Ta overcome los fear he voluirteered Tor all =t of
patrel duty o at the parapet he looked <teadily throneh
the loop-hole defving the muskets pointed at b, aond
Davdly thirty vards away,

A hucky Tt e adtae
be Lilled three *Beches wnd sivesl the Tife of bis N.C.0
enabled him to win the vespect of his comrades il
one morning in December, when b hroucld 1
winion, e savd to e vadinntdy s Tosday 1 Tive o
littke present {or owr Lord,” aud <howed e s :Iz‘l-\'v?
with the ved stripe- S omean o conseeroe BV sl
e ter T,
et Pt -
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to Bhimy, and 1 opromise 1o win all v o

Doubtless that was why e Terd bed F
Tierre's squad some vicht davs arter |
s corporal.

The corporal L =hiddered ot the ~banetal woed
uf the neweonier.

N tewder of the s e waw
worlance the cravite of the case and e tutallihie oonge
,\'ur‘luvnvc.\ af 1 derunreine o, witich ofirers woulld e
diateiv have decmed oblizulory, As oo aposthe he
prrceived o mueh woere Tolty netner of Talfiiling bis
duty = by saving a soul Tor God aned civing o ~chiier 1o
Franee,  He seted therefore, as il he had Beard ot h-

Ly, But when nieht was come and they were o
sentry duty at the parapet, he approacled Fred quictly,
his heart beatinge apackly wnder s o i e tanie,

bis bips breathing fervent pravers. as he ke this fest
atteimpt must win or Jose adl.

He began by teachiing hiwea cood teivk For maeking
the loop-hole in the pavapet while fiviny. Then leaning
their elbows on the sacks of earth thev-talked in low
tones on various topics  the Gerntans who were on the
watch beyvoud them, and whose congling could he beard,
the recent atlacks, tha war in ceneral 1o cnrse 1t in
deed, but also to recornise that a wan had o defend
himself and his own. Fred, distrustful ai firsl, ox-
panded little by hittle.  And the conversation came ronnid
maturalty and amicably to his unfortunate Tittle jest of
the morning. Fred was again on his cuard. RRR
the boy's veice was o gentle and svinpathetic that it
touched whatever better filhres sfill vibvaied in the
man’s heart, and he was quite moved,  Tle expressed
regred for the words, tespecialiv s they Tave eased
you pain, my lad.

Petit-ierre coutinued his work of zeal an 1he sue-
peeding days with enersy and tact. Rut he had o il
cult subject to deal witli: the wprerde held out.  When
Pierre spoke to me abeut hin, 1Lsaid. * Bring hin along

to me.” ‘Ul tvy. Father,” he replied: “bul as he ix
at present, vou will make 1o haud of hin. No one
save ouly the Bon Jesus can change him.’ I diud

nol know at the moment that his words were so {rue

Christinas was at hand. It was the opportunity of
our dreams.  Petit-Pierre promised to entice Fred to
the Midnight Mass, for which we had made prepara-
tions in a half-ruined farm-house near the trenches.
Alas! Fred, too, had organised his Christmas celebra-
tions, in his dug-out three yards underground. Ile
spent the wlhole night there dead-drunk.

A month later Fred, to please his young friend,
agreed at length to go with him te the church. This
was at U-——, in the chapel with windows broken by
the shells and holy-water Tout shamefully defiled by
some  sacrilegious  Germans, but where 1he  Blessed
Virgin took her revenge by bringing back 1o her Son
=0y souls of our colonials, O this Bunday morn-
g wive, aisles, choir, even bebind (he altar, cvery
nook and cranny, was filled in advance, and waves of
late arrivals pressed round the door,

Fred. who had never crossed the threshold of a
chuveh tor ffteen vears, felt very ont of place. Over-
fonking the crowd by reasen of bix tall slafure, he saw
Tidreds of * Porpoises ' doing what  he thouwrht un-
worthe of o nun— prayine. After a tine, inflnenced
by the ataiosphere of piety and recollection, Qe strove
Lo revall <ome snatehes of  praver. Meanwhile the
Bvsinns, 25rde e fdicn,] Credo, Voo, Vie Werla, worn
=ity and he Ganeied e had heard them betore, had s
thevr even hinisells With the obd airs there came back
to bime =mne of the sentiments they had fovinerly
awakened . an indefinile something ihat sprang from
revvaxes, ah what deep recesses ! of HICIoTy.

The rervains rose in strenath and harmony.  The
deep notes of the reservists mingled with the voices,
wliost childlike, of the Tittle 1915, voives that shrilled
e clarions summoning to the charee. In ihis united
ery ol many hreasts there rose =o strong an ael of faith,
=0 ardent oosapplication. that Fred thenght he felt a
fear catherine on the eyelul. With fhe Dack of his
righit Boad, the hand of 1he dagger, he wiped il away
1 haste and shame,

Tl el at the Momiine nop s Hhnns was ring.
Ater niv own Conununion [ tumed to say a few words
P thiz body of men condemued to dealh, We were to
rettrn to the trenches the followine dav.  Of these
l-toning fo me how many, before the following Sunday,
wondd liave answered the summons of the Master and
Grdze on ITighe At Teast fifty if thers were no atiack,
P inndved or five Tiondred 37 there were, And how
sty ol thewn i the press of duties would have further
P o polisions exercises Vel dthe vast najority
wislied 1o Be reconciled with God, ihe rest were nearly
dizpoend, and had they vot the rieht and the duty in
thedr tmminent danger 1o sirenviben (heir soul with
the Divine Viaticum?  Therefore alter comnienfing on
the Gospel of the dav. which told of e predilection
of the Gond Shepherd for the lost sheep, 1 called on
thenr to make an aet of contrition. an act of desire to
ceturn to the fold, and a promise of confession when it
shonld be possible, Finally, as alwave, | gave them
the vencral absolution.

Then Tollowed whal « Triend called the ‘charge o
the vail<” Petii-Pierre, with hands folded on his hept,
white with mud, came in his ture, net venturing to
Toak st Fred, but donbtless prayvive very hard for him.
Fred lwsitaded.  lle turned rvound.  Some comrades
disk not stiv: bat they wers nol acquaintances of his,
ITis Bicart began heating quickly, Why? He conld
nol well el Something  drew him to the plave
where the priest had said to go, where almost all {he rest,
wers coing, where  Pelit-Plerre  was gomg with  se
el joy aud beauty on his face.  C Alter all, he
veasoned - Howas e himself who told e the slory of
fhic drama- “ that costs nothing and is something which
will put e right with the good God.’ Thereupon
with his Tong, determined stride he came [orward.

When Fred, after taking all possible care to regu-
lade hi= movements on those of his neighbors, had re-
ceived Communion and had relurned to his place beside
Pierre, some infiutlely sweel sensation took possession
of Tus hearl, a Teeling of love, the only true love he had
ever known. It seemed to him that the whole past
was vanishing, and that a new life was beginuing. e
kept telting “himself: * Now that you have gone to




