22 | - NEW ZEALAND TABLET

]
= =

THURSbAY, NoveMBer 9, 1916.

heard the same story. They were eager to fight and
tired of “‘watchful waiting.” T find the ships aud men
better prepared than when they steamed to the world's
greatest sea battle three months ago. Then the wmen
hoped for victory: to-day they are certain that they
will win. They are even confident that they can defeat
a fleet far stronger than their vwn.’

A

Some testimony from officers is given, confirmatory
of this roseate picture, and we are assured that in the
thres months that had elapsed siuve the Battle of Jut-
land Germany had mavaged, “in some  miraculons
fashion, to provide herseif with practically a new navy.
*We have more ships than we Lad at the Skogerrak,”
said an officer, who showed ne throuch the hattle fleet
as we visited the super-Dreadnoneht Waiser. T can
not. tell you how wany Dreaduocughts, hattle cruisers,
licht cruisers, «<estroyers, and submarines have heen
comuleted since then, but they would make a fine navy
in themselves. [t would interest these in vour Cou-
press who think the last vaval appropriotion Rl s
excessive.  With two excepiions all tlie ships damageld
at the Skawerrak have long wmce been hack g Ahe wers
vice,  But even move nmportant = the contidencr {he
victory msptred inoour iwen. Howas a leszon i tacties
and =trength of gunfive wlich we dearned. Tt was oy
greal experience, Tor these things von e ondy leary
e sueh o life-and-death struzele. The teet Tad hardiy
returned to hort after the hattle before atl the com-
manders, navigating ofticers, and gun captains were
busy collaborating and putting inro shups For practieal
use these lessous.  We hope that we will not have 1o
wait long before the uext battle permits s to show
what wo have learned

Then the corvrespondent weamn takes e ]};n‘;(i\[.-
and his final word s that the meu of the German tlees
are almost loxing their <lecp at nielits i their caver-
ness for aucther fight: 1 wish thiar asquitle aned Bal
four could see what [ have scen tosday the grest oo
straining at the anchor cliins and waiting for an oop
pertunity again Lo meet the envy. [ almost il 1l
chance last weelt.  The world will vever kuow how near
war another great sea hartle swhen the German and
British navies .\Hl)lle'(f l:_\‘ each othior ont there on the
stormy fogbound Novth Sea. Buot that battle will vel
come and 1t mav he sooner tha the world expects.
Certaiuly it the spirit of the German satlors has any-
thing 1o do with 1t the werld with net Tave fooswait bone

for a decisive battle.  Ivery man to whow 1 ‘:]ll"\l fer-

day was enger to {ace the foe. Thewe who were ek
encugll to he o the skacereak hatile were anwone 1

mosl eaver ior another mrnimi. Thoese who woere
wounded in that ficht have now recoversd, and 1 owas
told that out of a total of D00 such nwen mwore than
A0 were back at thewr post<o | was also teld that the
fotal number of Geroans illed was less than 25y
wlile the British loss was S000, 0 As the Jeet stoaned
out of the harbor todoy men and officers alike ex-
pressed the liope that it would be like the dawn ol
May 31, when the ships did wot drop their as chors off
the coast, but steamed on uutld they met the foe aad
gave battle.” The wish was not vratified on that oeen-
sion : but 1f bath sides are reaily o anxious Lo et
the dav of decision ~hould not be fae distone, v
intevestine to note that this correxpondent avers - aned
we presume the statement anay he ;1('(@])1((] HEY
amone=t e <hips which Tie sow slip out of the hashor
were the battle crwizers Sevdlity and Moltke, hath or
whieh have been
aclion.

chronicled a: having heen sink iy

Ireland’s Defamers

Savs a London papers - Popular prejudice has
hardly any hmits, ax witbess the verdiet of a caroner’s
Jury searcely 400 vears avo that a man lound dead in
the Midlands had heen “wurdered by some Trishman
unknowit.'  In many rvespects the world has moved fast
aued Tar during the past half century, but the vuluar
anti-Irish spirit of forty vears ago appesrrs 10 be stil]

fresh wud grecu amongst seme of the “stand-pat’ un-
progressive, too-old-to-learn newspaper offices of 1the
Dowinion. 1 was exemplified the other week by the
petty and wnworthy attack lnunched by the Christ-
ehurch £ress againsd the local movement io send money
for the rveliel of lrish distress, SNimilar colleclions had
beeu taken up throughont abmost all 1the rest of New
Zealand without let wr hindrance ov public criticism or
opposition of any kind. But when it came to be the
Chrstebiinel's people’s turn 1o tuke up the nwvenient
the Pross conld not vesist (he lmn|nt.1tlun 1o display its
anti-Lessh aninius, and to emit ity ill-natured  Lut
happily Larmless and ineffectual growl,

'
A fovther Ulnstration of the same unamiable spirit

i+ Turnished by a paracraph which appeared in the
cable columns of the Dunedin Arening Star of October
IV und wus copied, prosumably nnder arrangement, by
e (Ferye fhedy Toner < of 1he lan)\\llw dav. A Mei-
bonrne eabde relting 1o o distarbance 11 g conseription
Meeting wis fransmitied to New Zealad papers in
these terns: - Aller reiusing to hear speakers in favor
el comeriptien, a crowsd ot Port Fairy hentally Liekerd
the cledriman, and allempted 1o Iang bim with
Thiteoy traee. The Hebhts o the hall faited, and he
vsen ek, Toothie the Neer calile weditor appended e
Followine note: © & Lo ]nl‘c:}mriinn ol the woestern
destriet o Victoria, from Port Baiev (formerle known
Belfa=1) 10 Warrnamboal - inclndine Killarney, irk-
statlaond porims o0 the Tower THI (Roroit) ‘district,
s dvscended o Tri<h labiooers, many of whom caoe

aver atter the Fendas i<t W <alantl thad there
wits mhenfutely e cevisiom for the insertion ol fhis
aberinaamble Tees andl w0 Sar e we Tinve seen, in o
ther parper e ile Tretinion out<ide of Dunedin did

vt iing of the Rl apqeeay, Whit the =ettlement of
et Bt awas (i

Vo< avo s ha o snde whstever to
e conposition of the popalation ar 1l present dav.
o there voanytliane to speciadly couneel the Inish

chomient with e disturbanes the eable avent  could
Havve Do sl depeded npon o enort the fact.
Bot the Teesir Tind te be draceed i somehow. and so
Thil~ anciont gl =Y iTeny was np tor the occa-
T Wi mst these paper~ a0 all seriousness, what

they Dot Lo e anpdi=h by - thonchiles: and con-
il ciydine ar o the il IERATERE e sneh a0 conyse
cidentated to et that ity ad salidaritey which
e o el whie the By s

'

pive bas cuch serions work
ETERTHETI Pt cntendated

premaote timt veluntary
curabnenl af oan power which ftoas s point of honor
with thic comtry 1o develop and Tester to e higlest
povesible e o s Alverdv. <o we are anfovmed, Lhe
ieloring st consorion= attitude of the Christelurceh
Do Te Yo a neticeable offeet on volnntary recruit-
e in the Chriztebueh arean, T« it consistent with
real patriotion Lo continne to pursue suel tacties -
tacties which liave, in themselves, vo justification, and
witieh hecone denliv cubpalle Tn view of the harmlul
CorseOenees {0 \‘\hll] thes cive rise?
l“'

For ourselves. we Dhelicve we are siating the simple
truth when we =av that the Tvish people. heve and else-
whereo e Thoronzhlv sick of beine lectured  and
heetored and sealded wnd abused by these seli- -appointed
and hall baked eritios of the dailv press, Our senti-
ments and the hl‘lllll}ll'lli\ of Trishimen veneraliv, have
Been expressed 1o a nicety, and i words of f]l]l‘]]il]‘_{
cloguence and power. by ®ir Thomas llenry Graltan
Esrmande, Bart.. Nationatist M.P. for North Wexford,
whose son, a vounre naval officer of brilliant, promise,
was kitled inothe Battle of Jutland.  Tu a letter pub-
tshied in the English press, Sir Thomas writes: * T hare
arown sick and tived of the fncessant abuse of Treland.
m convection with the war. do not kmow if {here is }
any senze of fair play Telt in England where Treland is’
convcerned @ but if there s, the interests hoth of the
war anild of the ]mlplle would supgest a stop 1o this
unending vilification of Trishmen.  Neither do I know
il there is suyone i England of sufficient ninliness and
benesty and authority to ory halt 1o this hideons cam-
pagr of ate.  Howonht be fo England™s interest if he



