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of the question of general distress, and met its special
and urgent claims.  Our assaciation appeals for imme-
diate and national aid on behalf of another class, not
included lere—the destitute families of some three
hundred men slain during the insurrection. of fifteen
executed by Courts-martial, of one hundred and thirty-
four condemmed io penal servitude, of two thousand
six hundred and fifty" deported without trial, and of
about four hundred awaiting sentence by Courts-
martial. I all, there have been to this date three
thousand two hundred cases of released captives ad-
judged innocent, hut not compensated for their im-
prisonment. It adds to the urgeuevy of the appeal
that many of these huve heen deprived of their em-
ployment. and that some of the female relafives of
accused men have, though entirely distinet and without
reproach, been heartlessly disamissed from their ocen-
pation, and despoiled of their livelihood.”  The appeal
added that ‘subscriptions arc urgently needed.” l.ater
a further appeal was made by the association, giving
additional particulars of the necessities of the sitna-
tion.  We quolte & povticn: * The Provisional Execn-
tive states that while the amount received shows a very
geunerous vesponze to the appeal, il is not more than 1s
urgently needed.  On the week ending June 24, grants
of over £700 were made, Dbut the laree number of
country cases. which have up to this been met by tem-
porary local assistance, are zrvadually coming on the
list of weekly grants by the National Aid Association,
and in many of the ¢itv cases the grants have not hieen
hitherto up to the amount which the Execulive foels
should be made.  To cover all cazes in the malter thal
the Irish people evidently desire would luvolve an enor-
mous expenditure, and even to meet them to the point
of genuine necessity must require the j=wme by the asso-
ciation of weeklv graniz to a tolal of not less than
£1000 a weck.’ Finallv, New Zealand Trishmen had
before thew 1he earnest appeal issied hy the Very Rev.
Father Bowden. Administrater of 1he 1Pro-Cathedral,
Dublin, and treasurer of ihe fund: © We make appeal
to 2all human hearts, whose noble compassion can reach
over every ohstacle {0 vedress wrongs and  alleviate
suffering. that t{hey way cu-opernte in this mereiful
and righteous work. For the suke of ome connfry we
muke 1t, of our Nations honor. wiel of olir owil, =o
that its high repute for jusfice shall Le transmitied hy
owr generatinn unsulhied 1o Tuture and bapgpier fimes”

*

With suweh Laets and appenls heiore thein, aversens
Irishifien could not bt recocnise that  there was o
clamant call for heln and sneeor. The effort o provide
relief was in itzelf g0 esentially himane and charvitable
a movement that even papers thal were not specially
friendly 1o Irelund micht fairly have been expeciod
to allow it to pass withoul comment-—and tha{ liss,
in point of fact, heen the attitude of the vast majority
of New Zealand newspapers. There has been in the
newspaper offices of the Domimon a suflivient seuse of
the fitness of things 1o recornise that the aliair was,
after all, a matter thal mainly concerned Trishmen,
and that if they chose to send meney to assist thelr own
kith and kin iu the hour of need ihat was purely their
OWIl CONCer. Almost the only paper from which
churlish and officious interference has beeu experienced
is the Christehurel f2rese which seems constitutionally
wiable to repress iix anti-ITrisl animus, even at a time
when Trishmen--from New Zealand as well as from
Ireland-—are nobly piviug their lives for the Lmpire.
tne [ress offers opposition to the veliei movement i a
manner that is at once impertinent and isulting. The
Prexs 1s pleased 1o dizapprove ol this work of charity
and humanily beecause, It alleges, there is “no actual
evidence of distress justifving the appeal.’  The facts
which we have set fortlh above, from representative
clergy and others on the spot, ave u sufficient refutin-
tion of that <ontention. Only the most hopeless
prejudice, or an even inore hopeless ignorance of the
subject, could explain the publication of such an uiterly
unwarranted statement.  The paper does, indeed, af-
tempt to guote authorities—of a kind. One i1s the

London Spectrtor, which the Iress  admits is ‘a
strongly anti-Nationalist paper,” whose * possible extra-
vagance of language’ must be allowed for; and the
other is an anonymous * Ulsterwoman,’ who writes to
this " strongly anti-Nationalist paper.” ITas the intelli-
gence department of the /rrss office rveally sunk so low
that it 1 ready to accept any old wife’s story as suff-
cient ground on which to base condemnation, not only
of the Bishop of Chrisichurelh, Lut of the whole Cath-
olic hieravchy of Australasia? If %o, eriticism is dis-
armed, and the case is one that calls for pity and com-
miseration.  The fress further objects to relief being
seut from Christechureh on the ground that the authori-
ties were not named to whom the money was to be made
payable. and that there was a danger, and even a like-
Hheod, that the fund would Iy used * for the further-
ance ol political agilation.” As our readers have
long ago been informed. the anthevity to whom all the
money collected in Australasia i being sent is his Grace
the Mechlishop of Dublin -an ecclesiastic who has a
standing second to none in the whele realm of the
Catholic world,  As bhefove, the authority quoted for
proof of this alieged danger is the anonymous old lady,
“ Ulsterwoman,” who shows her knowledge of the sub-
ject by not being even able lo give the name of the
frish National Aud Association correctly, Against her
manndering and anonvmoeus statements in regard to
the monev going 1o * =Siun Feiners in prison’ we may
zel the official declaration of the associution, issued and
slvned ba the Lxcoutive Commitliee and pulblished in
the Leish papers of June 61 As our appeal, published
I your paper. has <hown, we are dealing only with the
vizes ot relatives of those whr dost their life or liberty
as The vesult of the insuprection. No grant is paid
unth the vase hes Teen investizated by members of a
Tavge committes of Tadies which iz werking in co-opera-
tion with us, and which has now all the machinery
necessary to enable o fanr aud proper distribution te
he made.”  As we have abready stated. {he treasurer of
the aszocintion s the Very Rev. Administrator of the
Pro-Cathedral, Dualdin, whose name oucht to stand at
least as high as that of anyv anonvmous * Ulsterwoman.’
The Z'ress prolessos ta be impelled (o its illnatured and
sadl-minded attitwle baoasense of © paramount duty
lo the Empire,” The-e velief collectionz: have heen
made throngh all Ausivalia and nearly the whole of
New  Zealand. andd nothing dreadful has happened.
Christehureh s abmost the Tast o take up the niove-
ment, and then ilie Prres comes bravely forward to
snve the Fwpire! Reatly, ihe Christchurch paper
tukes itsell too seriously. We bave all laughed at
the NEihoveoy Byl which kept o watcehful eve on the
Czr of Dusstii:s but we have jnsl as entertaining
Journaliztic Jokes nearer home,
*

Avowe have said, the Pross’s manner of fanlt-find-
ing was al once Impertinent and jnsulting, suggesting
as it did that the Bihops and Archbishops of Aus-
tralasia were =0 devoid ol ordinary intelligence as to
=end borge sums of money away without really know-
ing to whom they were zending it, and implying that
they needed o he guided 1n the way they should go
from an office in Cathedral square. So far as the
Christehureh collection ix concerned, the only effect of
the paper's terference will be 1o give the movement
a notable fithip—{or Trishmen, of all people, will be
the lagt to accept diclotion from such a source. But
the paper itself remains to be dealt with; and before
these lines appear. the meeling of protest called for
Tuesday night will have had something to say on the
malter.  We hope the discussigh wili not end in the
mere passing of resolutions.  Thete is only one valner-
able spet in money-making concerns such as our daily
NeWSPAPErS W are. The sense of ‘paramount duty
to 1the Kmpire - which furnishes such a convenient
pretext for the Chrisichurch daily—in a two-penny
half-penny ‘erisis” such as the sending of a few hun-
dred pounds fo relieve Irvish distress, will undergo con-
siderable modification if the paper experiences a sub-
stantial drop i ils circulation.



