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in which he sits.  Ilis hair is plastered down upon
the head. -

*

So much  for the ouiward appearance, 1t
may interest thiese who are constantly pointing to ihe
war as a mark of the failure of Christianity to kuow
that General Haig, liké so mauy of the most capable
generals on the western front, is @ man of strong re-
Ngious faith and deep piety—in his case, of the Pres-
byterian evangelical type.  On the whole he is sombrs
but he has humor, nevertheless, and lie somelimes reveals
it through the medivin of an apt cilation from the
Seriptures, which he reads diligently, fits infellect is
markedly Scotch and metaphysical, and his favorite
poet is affirmed to be Robert Burns. 1t is said of
him that he snever veads a novel. As a soldier, his
real opportunity came in the South African war, for
it was his work with the cavalry thal brought him
under the notice of General Freuch and turned the tide
of British disaster.  ilere it was that his piety especi-
ally came to the frent. Iiaig does nat swear or gamble
or dance all night at vevels or affect the dress uniform
of hig rank. This ascetictsm has always been under-
stoed, for he has the Preshyierian  temperament
markedly.  The officers™ miess was not, all the same,

repared for lis veply {o the quarter-master who asked
Eim during the Coleshery operations if, in a brush with
the Boers, hie had lost anvthing. © Yes' confessed aig
solemnly, “my Bible!" Yot onee did bis countenance
relax its gravity as he gazed atl the grinning faces in his
_vicinity, To this day, Ilaly i= grimly Seot i his
spirituality, attending Preshyvlerian services every =nn-
day at the frout. revelling in. doctrinal sermons that
are not at all briel. e Gladstone in a
certain passion for theolvey, and his joivate Hbrary,
when he was general officer commanding at Aldershuot,
was well stocked with works an polensic divinity.  aig
has a decided taste for readine, which, even when of
a serious kind, 1s oune of hiz velaxations. Ile keeps in
close touch with the very Leaviest peviedical literature,
and he can read German and French s readily as ho
reads Englhsh bie 1o, above all, a0 man of decision,
and he prefoundly impressed  the members of the
general staff in Berlin when he wudied German army
methods there several years avo. i Parls his name
was a familiar one long before the present war hronght
him renown with the muttitnde. vor aiv followed the
manguvres in the Champagne conntry and elsvwhere in
the capacity of Briti=h military attache, Altoretfer,
both by persondl qualifications, aumd by his previous
experiences 11 Germany and Franee, (e British Con-
mander-in-Chiel secms =pecinlly cut et for the respen-

stble work which Lo b in haood,
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Peace Talk in England

According to Saturday’s ealies, distinguisled
neutral restdent of BPorling who s visiting Sweden,
states that the suthoritios in Germny * are co-ordinal-
ing their efforts to secure a peace which will nol brand
them as having been defvated have heen
accustomesd Hine past to the fving of peace
kites and the paldication of =omething net far ye-
moved from peace overtures by oifieial or unofficial re-
presentatives of the {awtherhod, Dt 10 cowmes with
rather a sheek of sweprice to Ao that serions journals
and represeutative and wiluential nen in Kngland are
also talking peace. ar al any
Govermment the
peace lerms {hat

ael we
tlﬂl' Sl

rate are pressing upon ihe
ool nmaking public dhe
would be considered satisfuctory to
the Allies. A writer iu the Fortvigitiy deelaves that
‘A careful exmmination of  the speeches made by
Ministers, since they diseoversl (it Germany was not
going to collapse quilckly throush starvation o want
of men reveals w0 many diserepancies and contradielions
belween theo most Tormal declarations that it s im-
possible Lo helieve el their views are firmly fixed and
their resolution unswerving anq unyieldine” A con-
tributor to Phe Cwmdiol Guricrly also complaing {hat
after nearly fwo vears of war nobody knows what thé
Allted aftitude is tn he towards peace when the vague
rumors emauiiing [rom 1he enemy whivh even now fill
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the air crystallise into definite proposals.  IIe scouls
the idea that Mr. Asquitl’s famous Guildlall declara-
tion was either clear or explicit, aud he ridicules the
notion that such au overthroi of Germany is possible, as
was implied in My, Masterman’s * non-official interpre-
tation > of Mr. Asguith’s speech. To prove his point
he dives into bListory.  ‘Et is chavacteristic of truly
great minds to arrive, even though by different roads,
at the same end.  They pavt on the road apparently
never to meet again: but they meet at Jast and Mr.
Masterman’s idea of to-day is exactly the .same as
Napoleou’s of a hundred years age.  There is only
this diffevence: that what My, Masterman proposes
Napoleon actually did. 1Te did it all and more. After
the Battle of Jena, in 1806, and the Treaty of Tilsit,
in 1807, he left Prussia not enly pushed back beyond
the Rhine, but deprived of one-lhalf of her territory,
net only with ler wiltary dommation, but with all
her military power flﬂﬂl‘()l\'orl——([@\(r()_\),"ﬁ(l as 1t ihen
appeared wholly, finally, and for ever.  For he did
nat leave her even her independence,  Mis armies lived
o her, ravaged lLer, rvansomed her. and harried her,
and he bound her never to have more than an army of
12,000 men,  But it all proved vseless.  Stein found
wieans fo ovade the limitation of the army: within
six ovears alter Jena, Prussin was fonnd again among
the enemics of Napoleon. and in 1813 she sent not
L3000 myen, bt vearty Tulf the ariny of 290,000 men
to the Battle of Leipziz, whivh finallvy defealed him
and brought Prossiaowith the rest of (he Alljes fo Parjs
and Napoleon to Blha, The truth is that it i< harder
than Mr. Masterman suspeets to destroy Prussia and o
keep Tier destroyed as completely a- Napoleon intended)
The writer conchieles by vuceesting {haf il would be
more motdest and wiser (o abstain from anything in the
nature ol tall talk the unfy effect of which is o
strengthen our enemy.

Finallv. a sevies o Tetiers on the guestion of peace
has been appearing in the ilneniial London financial
weulkiv, Th Frosomist . and the views expressed are
rather remarkalle, contine ws they do irem men of
ed anthority. In the
first: Lovd Brassey veviews the general position thus:—
CAs to the objects of the war, the Prome Minister has
said avain wml oacain 1hee creoul to put
militarism, e unless we e resnbved
di=arm-

Eieh standing and acknow e,

down
curselves to
A policy certain, sconer o Later, Go invide at-
how ean we denvnad that Gernvoay shail be with-
aut o anmy D Proowe et bear froin the suime gnarters
thal we need a larger permonent joree, backed by a
strongs veserve ! Tiw oveceni letter to $fiv Pimas, Lord
Cromer has glven us the lessons of his ripe experience
and connnanding authority. 170 he says. the German
arinies could he completely vanquished, i would be a
Tatal effovl (o eideavor to impress frow without any
infernal veforms on Germany.  What is chiefly neces-
sary = that the Germans should shew signs of conver-
sion il readiness to re-enter the comity of civilised
nations. 1t way be siluniited that sueh signsg ave not
whollv wanting  in the German Chancellor's recent
speech.  The circustunces of (ke hour would seem to
point o the possililily of negotiations which might lead
to peace. Survely we may ask onrselves, is it
worth while indefinitely 7o prolong the awful struggle,
with its lamentable sacrifice of lile. aud the waste of
resources nol easily replaced ?”  TLord Loreburn, a man
of high standing and a Tormer Lord Chancellor, writes
even more strougly. and his words way be guoted at
lfength:— " What are our ebjects in this war? The view
generally held in this country is that we are engaged
in what is veally a erusade fo prevent the adious military
autociacy of Prussin from impesing its will upon ug
after having overrun the Coutineni.  1f either the
commencement or conlinuance of war e necessary to
defeat so prepostercus a pretension, theve is not a man
worth his salt in the kingdom who would not at any
time fight, and, were it needful, go down fighting rather
than submit., Tliere are, however, other things be-
sides that and heyond that which vequive notice. Tan-
guage has been used by Mini-lers, some of it explicit
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