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course.” That s ivo sanguine an assumption—for
assumption it largely is, and not an assured fact, The
most that can be satd is that under proportional repre-
sentation such au achievement would, at least, be
possible, which, under existing circumstances it is not.
We have nu desire to minimise {he greatuess of the
gain, but there 15 no real advautage in couunting one’s
chickens before thev are hatched, ar in painiing the
picture in too rosenta u hue.  Catholies do nol neces-
sarily vete for a Catholie candidate merely because he is
a Catholic -he has to he acveptable on other grounds.
There are two or three clectorates in the Dominion
where Catholics ure sufliciently numerous to make il
easily possible for thew, [i they were thoroughly solid
aud unvited, to (wrn the seale in favor of a Catholie
candidate, but so far they have not succeeded in dotnyr
so, though Catholic candidates of extrens ahility have
presented {hemselves. The principie of praopartional
representation has been in operation in Tasmania for
some seven years, bhut it has not =0 tar enabled Cath-
olics to do much in the wav of redressing their eduea-
tional grievances, or ushered in any sugeestion of a
Catholic millenuium. In actual expevience the mosl
that we mizht reasonably Rope o secure uuder piro-
portional representation would e, sav, three or four
thoroughly Catlolic  representatives, and  that. we
readily concede, would miark an fmmense advanes on
existing conditions. Mr. O Regan s also, we think.
something less than just in his cstinate of the relaiive
ineffectiveness of direct action wnder our present elee
toral system. Under this svstern, C Calhalies” we are
told, *are practicallvy as preewerles< {o muake their in-
fluenice felt in politios as if thewv id not exist” That
is manifestlv an exagreration - amd i< nol cousistent
with the writer’s Later statemeni thal * i1 s well proved
that the greatesi polivical lands=lide i« Crequently o
duced Dy The furnover of o few voie- in oeach eleee
tarate.’
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If we understand o avichit . Meo 0/ Rewan = sy
gestion Is that political action or el in any ard
every form ix. under o present electoral svstem utterly
useless, and should be absolutely drapped, and tha
Catholics should concentrate their encrgies exclusively
on securing proportional represeniation, We are to
put all our eggs iuto one basker. qnd uniil we vel that
safely home, we are. appaiently, meekly to allow our
selves to be the victims of valline injustioe and ocdious
discrimination o 11847, ile s a0 bold man and a
sanguine who Imagines that Caiholics could be n-
duced to accept such o procravinie a= their cole polieyv at
a time when injustice = heing piled Hpon i justice,
and when injury is accompanied by somethinge closely
bordering upon insuli. The  objections 1o Mr.
O’Regan’s proposal, viewed as the inmediate, sole, and
settled policy of the Catholic bodv, are briefly: (1}
Proportional represeulation i, for the average elector,
a little difficult to understand: and 1t will he hard o
generate enthusiasin Tor a rallyiug-cry which the bulk
of the people imperfectly comprehend, and the [rrospect.
of whose realisation, as is clearly to be seen, must streteh
mnto the very dim and distant future. {2y The mere
fact of Catholics making proportional representation
their sole and formal palicy would of itself be suflicient
to arouse widespread if nol universal opposifion  to
the movemeut, and wake the task of securing {he
reform doubly difficult.  Mr. O'Regan has sought to
guard against that by urging that ¢ of course the reader
will realise that in demanding proportional representa-
“tion Catholies would not be asking something for them-
selves alone.”  That s perfectly true; but we are not
dealing with an enlightened and impartial hody of
electors whose sole concern is the commen good.  Wae
are dealing with a public that s largely hostile o
Catholic claims; and the fact of Catholics making pro-
portional representation their offieial policy would he
an immediate signal for the anti Catholic elements in
the community to take up arms agaiust the movement,
or at best to hang back from supporting it.  The fact
that Catholics ave flying the flag for proportional repre-
sentation can, it would be argued, bear only one inter-
pretation.  They want it, it would he said, for what
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they expect (o get oul of it —and that would be suffi-
cient. {3) 1t would be unwise and dangerous, mot
to say suicidal, 1o give the order to cease firing, and to
leave the enemy in uwdisfurbed possession of the field.
It would be unwise and unpolitic, becanse it is doubt.
ful if our people as a whole would pay much respect to
such an order. 1 is not in buman nature -and especi-
ally o Irish (‘athelic human natwre—to subnnt in-
definitely fa kicks aud cuffs from ibe peliticians, and
to fake such punishment Iving down. 1t would be
dangerous, hecause we cannot atford to go stagirering on
under our presend heavy disabilities : still less can we
afford 1o run the visk of [resh additions to our Durden.
What such o poliey of guiescenee and do-nothing would
mean yay be o demonstrated by g single lustration.
Under present conditions our Citholie children are to he
excluded from the henefits of nieelical tuspection, pro-
vided, withont exeeption, for all the ot her children of
the Stade, 1Y there were 1o be ihe slightest, sign of
slackening v owe dminedinde endeavor to have this
odions wrong vighted, the nefarions provision would
bevome stercotvped 1t oowr education system, and a
whole seneration of children would  snifer, Te ask
Catholies 1o tamely submit (5 <uch a siate of things -
and s only one instance oul of wany  until the
coal e praportunal representation should be atiained,
= ta ask whit s unreasonable and nnpossible.
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To =i wp: In our pudament no case has been
made ont for the definite and 1ol abuandonment, of a
poliey of polifical action, and we cannot see that the
snrrender of our fraditional lighting policy s 1 any
WV nevessary i order 1o sectre whal Mr. 'Regan has
M view. We aves and have lone been, ardent and
thoreneh-come supporters of the reform which he so
abdy o ecothusiisticddly champions ; bt we are nol
Prepived. to suboit o vepweated o muiliplied 1n-
Justice awd Lo waot tl senewhere abont Anno Domini
PU bevore we ean Wit bk Az owe have said, we
o tod see Thas there 1+ 1l slichitest necessily to dis-
sover the two polieies, et s vontinne 1o make the
Lisst possibile wse of the aweans at present at our dis-
posil s e owee o preparved to add therelo the two
followine  cecammendatiogs - ity o keep a watehful

tory provisien for the election,
By svaterns of proneri o represeittation, of members
of the Leci<litive Counctl, and 1o use all pussible means
fo prevent that valuable ineasure from hecoming a dead
etber s and (21 1o work uiet v bt determinedly, and
i econjunction with other interested orvanisations, {o
clleel sl a0 veform of our electoral svstem  as will
emable s 1o securs by cur oown strengtl at the polls
that clectoral vepresentation which under the present
svstein we franlkdy adinit we liive shown ourselves unable
Ty ol

vve on the present statyn
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To Our Readers

We draw the aitention of our 1eaders lo tho serial
dorv. Phifens . i ..
stovy, Plhileis Foeg Attoene g, which, by an arrange-
ment with the Jdee Woree, wo commence in {his issue.
This story 1s written by a well kuown Cathelic authoress,
Anna =adlier. We feel sure that it will prove inter-
esting.

What the Men Want *

A Territorial officer in the firing line in France
seuds w letter to the 1Vestiminster (fuzette, which seems
to show that our political selicilude for the men at
the front is very largely imisdirected. ° Tt seems =o
ludicrons to me —ont here in this tighimare country—
to read in the papers of all this agitation and fuss
about the new register and a General Election and
“One Gun, Oue Vote,” and so on. If peopls at home
really think thal our men are worrying abeut being
temporarily disfranchised they have got the whole show
in the wrong perspective. My men are worrying about



