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ment were deliberately and drastically altered in the
vital matter of the retention of the ILrish members at
Westminster, the representation being reduced from
103 to 42, Our correspondent either fails to see the
significance of this Tury trick ov his party predilections
lead him to minimise it.  Of course the Jvish Party
would not want the full present representation at West-
minster if once lome Rule were definitely and per-
manently secured. Bui, as was st first agreed and
asserted on ull sidex, the whole arrangement was to be
of o purely provizional character. The < heads of
agreement.” expressly provide that - further und. per-
manent provision for the government of Ireland * was
te be made by the hmperial Parltimrent within twelve
months, or within suelh extended period as might he
prescribed by Order m Counell, When the time Tor
giving effect 1o that provision awrvived. Freland would
require her fulle-t strengh at Westiinster i she wis
to have any cuarvaniee that the crvound alveady won
would be vetained. or any hope that further advantages
might be secured.  That would. indeed. be the eritical
hour, 11 is then that the veal hattle of unity or par-
tition would be fourht, and the whole fate of the
national cause mizht hang on the narvowest possible
margin of votes, It s ciear, therefore, that the re-
tention of the ull Irizh strencth at Westminster until
some sort of fnalitv has been reached on the Home
Rule measure 1= o =upremely inportant matter. on
which there cenid vot safely e aoy parlex or com-
promize.  WHh snch a trial of streneth hefare Lim, 1t
would be Iittle short of suicidal if Mr. Redmond were 1o
throw awayv anv ol hiz man power o 1o atlow his fight-
g machine 1 anv wav to b oweakened ITied he elec-
ted to purae such o couvse asnredly be would <l
have had plenty of erities, Hadoin that case we think he
would have deserved all ke oot To withdraw s
men at the verv time wnen the fual e wus 1o be
decided. would be io the pass. with a vengeance.
From the point of view or the Ivizh Partv, the reten-
tion of full representation wax vital in that 1t stamped
the whole mewsvve as provizional. It cuve a pledee to
Ireland that the Hoeuse of Commons would not allow
the question to =henber Dudefi

*

With reference to the exclusion propesals. the
elaborate historical trealwent of the malter by ouv
correspondent. thoueh nteresting w atself, has no bear-
ing on the polnt of our artivle, which was that the
original propusal, as submitted 1o ilie Trish Parly, was
for o wvurely temporary exclusion. but thar when a
certain measure of Irish consent had been miven, the
terms were varied, partly by My Asquith's declaration,
buf still more by a secret written undertaking, given
by Mr. Lloyd George to 8ir Edward Carvsou, couveying
a1 assurance that the excludon was Intended ta be
definitely and absolutely  permanent. Thut  the
original proposal was for a strictly temporary pariition
15 shown bevond all possible question by the clear terms
of the Government White Paper on the subject.
Clause 14 of the ofiicial -~ Tleads of Agreement”’ is us
follows: *The Rill —that 1s, of course, the provisions
of the Bill—-' to remain in force darineg the cantinnanre
nf the wor aned for ticelve meanths F/u’f‘ruj':"rr, but 11
Parliament haz not by that time made fierther and
permanent provizion for the government of Trelaud the
peried for which the Bill is to remain in Yoree is fn he
extended by Order i Counctl for suelt time ns may he
mecessary i oorder fo enihle Parlicment o make surh
provisinn. Tt 1s also understood that at the close of
the war there should Bbe held an Imperial Conference
with a view to bringing the Dominions into closer co-
operation with the Government of the Empire, and
that the permweat seftlement of lreland should be
considered at that Conference.’ One of the provisions
of the Bill was o provide for the exclusion of certain
Ulster counties, and iu the clear terms of the agreement.
that provision, like all the rest of the RBill, was to
‘remain in foree during the continnance of the war’
and a certain defined period thereafter, after which the
‘ permanent settlement’ was to be further considered.
If words are to be taken as having any meaning at

;_111, it canuot be dented that Clause 14 conveys the
impression--and was intended to convey the impression
—-that the whele arrangement under diseussion was of a
temporary aud provisional character,  That My, Red-
mone so wnderstood them, and that he was, as he has
always heen, opposed 1o permanent partition was shown
by the fact that at the Ulster Converdion he guve a
solemn promise that 17 peruanent exclusion were pro-
posed, e would veject the scheine.  As a matter of
I'e}ct uo one has denonneed the idea of a permanent
diviston of Ireland more vehemently than My, Red-
mandd. Nolate as Oclober 12, 1913, addressing a meet-
ny at Lioeriel, Mreo Bedwond said: ° T ]1;1‘?9 to say
here to-day that tha! succestion (the possible exclusion
uf w portio of Tlaeey ey totally impracticabls and
: . Aot Treland I and must
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. Tister, either permanently
or temporarily. ouglt 10 boe divorced fron the rvest of
Freland. Notbwould never aeree to the per-
manent exclus=ion of  Ulster, ((‘hcers.‘}‘ I agreed 1o
these proposals, heennee 1 thoucht it was a témporell‘\‘
WU Ineasure, We were prepared to recommend to
these peuple 1o allow these six counties to remain under
the authority of the Imperial Patliament durine the
wiar s that they were nol to be automatically ful‘(:?zd m
at iy lime until the whole matter should come up for
revision. 1w not 4 lawyer: T au not even a subtle
rhetorician, I hinve no experienice whatever, even of
Parliamentary controversy.  But one thing T do under-
stand. Punderstand with mv blunt mii& the mean-
ing of a centvact.  That is clear to all of us. A con-
tract was entered Iuto between the parties in a preat
question of controversy and of national importance,
We were one set of men who wers parties to the
arrangement, and the right hon. aud learned gentle-
man, the membeor for Trinity College, and bis friends
were the others, We took this document to our
friends, and we got them to agree to it as a temporary
solution of the Trish diffieulty. They did the same.
L am not going to lay the blame upon any shoulders
now, but this I do say, that if there was any lack of
lucidity or clearness in what was proposed to us or to
the right hon. and learned gentlemar. that should have
been cleared up before we left, and not after.
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__ jnest Remedy for Coughs, Colds, Sore Throsts, or Bronchial Irritation of any kind. Pleasant



