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CATHOLIC FEDERATION

n

Mr. 1. L. Poppelwell, president of 1he N.Z. Cath-
olic Federation, addressed a crowded meeting oun Fede-
ration matters in the Catholic hall at Timaru en Sun-
day last at 3 poo

Very Rev. Dean Tubman presided, aud Dr. Lough-
nan Jfvice-president of the Thmaru parish committee)
also took a seat on the platform, and there was also a
full attendance of the members of the commiliee of
the local Lranch.

Dean Tubwan, in introdicing the speaker, re-
ferred to the good work the Federation was doing and
to the necessity of every Catholic in the parish joluing
the movement, which had received the approval of his
Holness the Pope, who had given his blessing to {he
Federation and bestowed a sicnal honor on its prest-
dent by conferving ou him the deeoration ' Pro Feclesh
el pre Pontifice,’

My, Popuelwoll then adiressed the meeling as
Tolfows: - 7

The e u o which we Tive ix one of orcanation,

oothese who wish

atd 1o ono watder when we consider the tremendons
welviand i

ex thai orcani=ation cives
Y
|

Lo fmpress thenr neas uroit tie connmunidy, Floweves
stronuots the individeal may be in propounding his
T, H0

I omurely spedicing for Winsell he oloes s
reeelve mnch attention, snul o inis Tor several reasons,
Mo corunIties are e dould oasoa hale wach
more Teavied o sene respeets than Chose of Tveone
vears. The

tedividual line devetoped Lis personal
capariiy fo mske Shewn

= views 1o =l polint that
a very Lirees muenber of deas are nropotieded, wany of
thom destructive of ane another and cnany of then
nerely the zpecialised developient of the vrude notions
[ others. Tu this babel of tonzuwes 1 s ‘!s‘;u‘t]:‘:ln_\'
mmpossible to follow any definite fdea widess the owoy
opinions are clazzifled and =orted ot weinhed one
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against ancther. and brought fnto sumethine
The naiara? and distinet wav oo thie 1 Tar croagns
nd socleties havinge  sunitar
arranve a connnon platform wper widens they can ol
meet. and Yrem o which the elewienis of destruclion are
elliminated. Weoe are told that o honse davided aosinsd
preell shall ralll” and itois undeuhtedly friposable Tar
countendiner Dll]"l:‘ < lo o do HES Il e -
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=ing this, leaones of al winds hioe beens Tormeed For
relivious amd =ovwl purjoses and Teiendly societies,
Tabor unions, awd pelitical portios of every shade and
devree of cott=isteney fave come to existenee, These
combinations  are inpress  thedr o Joint
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proportion to their wumerival streneth, and conse-
quently socinl or political power, in the conmuniiy,
Recornisine that 1t was tutile for the ladividual 1o
stern the force of public opinion, let loose Dby tlesc
ravipus croups, CUntholies considered that the time was
vipe to answer unity by unily, henee the Cathotic Fede-
ration of New Zealand, The dea ix nol new.  1In
ameriea, Britain, Germany, Awstralin. and elzewhere,
Catholie Federations were slarled Tong before anvthing
was doue in New Zealaud, and wherever steps were
fakeu, good resuits followed.  Tu awlmest all countries
where Catholics are in minorities they will be found
to suffer from more ov less mjustives, The persecution
of the Church has lasted since the begiuning, and so
Jong as we are prepared to allow curseives to be shorn,
shearers will never bhe wauting. Having decided to
form the Federation. the next step fo be taken was
to frame a constitution. A preliniinary committee
was formed in Wellington, aund the various dioceses
were requested {o form branches and appoint delegates
to attend a conference there. This was n little over
three vears ago. 1 had the honer of being one of
{hase chosen to represent the Duuedin diocese, and
consequently helped to frame a working system of
government, and have since continuously sat as one of
the Dominion representatives. Our chief diffieulty
jn framing a constitution arose from the peculiar geo-
graphical eenfiguration of New Zealand. The Govern-

ment of the Federation had to be centred in Wel-
lington, We cdesired fo make the constitution as
demoecratic as possible without interfering with the
necessity of Uatholic unity, firstly as regards the proper
representation of both clergy and laymen in the coun-
cits of the body, and secondly without running any risk
of destroving either dicessan or parochial unity. We
therefore began with the parish committee, the con-
stitution of which 1% knewn to vou.  Next in order
camne lhe divcesan counviis, cousisting of the Bishop
of the diocese, 1wo clected delegates, and the parish
Driests. Thix Lody of course ensures diocesan unity.
The Anal governine body is the Dominien Couneil,
which consists of all the members of the hierarchy in
the Dowinion or their representatives, and three elected
delesates from each of the fonr dioceses in New Zea-
Tane. Thiz body forms the responsible head of the
whole Federation, bul in erder that all matters should
ae duly carried onowhen the Domnien Counedl was nob
Bosessloin, a PDomision Bxecuative was ereated, who have
vower tooact within eertain limiis when the Dominien
Cownet] 1+ nat 1 =ession,

Prowili be wnted that the poverning theory has in
view the preservition of the unity of the various natural
Chirel o amd b 1he same lime provides that
tre chies coverning hody shall consist of those who in
he fiest plaee have the cenfidence of e parishes, in-
partel ws they must huve Leen elesded by themn. They
mnat aleo lave the confidence of 1he pavish committees
Pefire they eon beosont as ddelegates fo the diocesan
coneele and e Datonamed bodies must also be satis-
Gewn b fhece 0t sends to the comral governing bedy.
stons vt onde Tor the setting up of sub-
disewsan conigits e omest {he special need of the dis-
Lret.

The diranes has a'so heen framed on broad lines
cvervhily under the Federation in as
asition ax possizle, ailowing for the various
duities eack of thess bodies las to attend to,

: ! Ferleration ave all set out in
viomayv he shorlly stated as
(tthelic interests, whether of
ov public nature.”  The Federation
not pantieal noany ren=e, 4t does not seek to touch
Hew exeend where pelities touch rveligion or where
s hiberties ol Catholies ave aflected.
Py beoaskel byowome.  What has the Fede-
sibion dote sn the three e af exiztence V \VGH, I
will fell vone T has dereated the iniquitous proposals
ar the Dible i =Schoots Leacnue, [t has acquired the
vicht fer Catbolie winners of scholardips resident near
Cathwelie waevindlary =chonls 1o attend such schools. It
Fovs securmd the richt of Catholic =econdary school pupils
tor sbtwin Universiiy birsavies, It lias been mainly
instranentat iu brineing aboul a much-needed eensor-
ship of wicture Al Tt hax established  Catholic
womer's hostels i tlie priveipal centves. Tt has helped
1o ©oprovizion for Inoking after Catholie wailfs and
stravs,nd U las dove o oreat deal towards the comfort
and =pivituad welfare of our brave Catholic soldiers al
the cnmnps el elsewhere, These are sonie of the
thines aceonplizhed. but better (han all these, it has
crealed o stroue Catholie \‘}lil'i! among our 1100])1(’,. We
Tive awakened fo o eonselonsness of our existence and
puwer as o os=el ol people. Great possibilities have
spruny ite existence, Much remalns to be done, and,
it we get the untled support of the Catholies of New
Zealand, much more will be acromplished.

This brings me o the question of the Government’s
attitude towards (Catholic guestions, As T have al-
ready pointed ont, we are not a political body. In
tlhie course of lookinge after our own intevests, however,
we liave had upon several eccasions to approach the
Govermment to redress our grievances.  Recently we
arked 1hal cerfain nureasonable restrictions concerning
scholarships won by Catholie children should be re-
moved.  We also asked that secondary free places—
wliich are, after all, only minor scholarships—should be
tenable at Catholic schools by those who desired to hold
them, aud that our primary registered schools should
Lbe put on the same footing as other scheols so far as
medical inspection and swimming lessons are concerned,

~Uroiloe




