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CATHOLIC DISABILITIES

. g

ADDRE=S BY REV. FATIIER BARTLEY.
SO, ALAT

The Jollowity address was delivered by the Lev.
T 8. Bartlev, =M. M AL a1l Nt Mary’s Hall, Nelsou.
on September 27 :

The Cathuolic Federation stands for all those things
which we as Cuthalivs may nobly awd justly sanbition
in the religious, c¢ivii, and social life of New Zealaud.
Where there wre crievancees 1o be vedressed, there vou
will find the Cathelic Federation, awaiting the oppor-
tune moment, =ccking tite =nrest method. but it stands
pledged to fair and above-hoard methods, and whether
it be in ypropaganda work of press, pamphlet, public
meeting, or deputation, or even in the roped SUATe
of an election cowpaign, the Catholic Federation will
violate neither the letter nor the spirit of the laws
of tha game. DBut this must go o record-—that as
Catholics wve rought and died under the united
crosges of St George. St Andrew, and St DPatrvick,
so Catholics shail have their full share of 1hose liber-
ties for which the dear, grand old flag musi ever he
the emblem,

The vights of conselence are God-given, sacred,
and invielable —vights whicll no man gave, which uo
man can take awav. wor any man honestls surrender.
And yer during the past jorty vears, {dtholies have
been victimisod for consvienee’ sake. In 1877 the llon.
¢ Co Bowen, the then Minister of Education, introe-
duced the Bill for free. compulzory, and seeular edu-
cation.  The measuve passed inte law, butr Catholies
would not cive up 1henr schoo's —would not.
they enuld not in consci

hecanse
> Thev hetd then, ihev
hold now. thei tn dechristianize the =ciioo

1o ce-
christianize the vace. and eome what qoicht Catholics
would not zec the noblest fnetion of

eduwation swept
idlvy awav.  Year bv ovear have we

taken over Ihis
frust and thiz hurder, aned while ihe burden was heavy,
the trast was =acred, the burden bas heen hravely
borne, the trust ueobly dizchareed. Te-daxv we main-
tain at our own expense 150 primary =chools, ~tafTed
by 617 teachers. with an aviendanes of L1000 scholars,
The east per chivd in e =tate schaols for {lhe venr
endivng Mureh, 0100 was L8 155 2d: @0 our <chools
Fast vear offected a zivine to the Staie of £97.000,

Tt s high time that the New Zealawd  pubtie
studied these Houares n =oher eariest. Thexy are con-
vincing proot that it s cons<eience alone that lias die-
tated our poliy. For forty veers hve we padd hea
toll to the sacrveduess ol principle.  Sacerifier sl
touchstone of =eerity, il tae history of the prast
forty wvears = irverracable testhmony that the elesive
for our own schools is born of conscietce, auwd not of
passing whim o oh=tinate caprice.

TTew hias w1l this been acconiplished ? BBy 1he
munificence of the wealthy?  Not <o, The poor we
have alwaxs e with us. and it is the poor mans mite
rather thaun the cheque of the rich man that lias been
our unfailing ~tand-by. We must netl forget the real
endowment ol our =chools: that wlone has wade our
system pos=sible  our devoted =i~terhoods and Drother-
hoods, those unselfish men and women who have ooin-
secrated their lives 1o the noble cause of education.
The averaze sulary for Stale school women teachers
last year was L1141, and mulliplying this by 647, we
have a total of £91.227. To thi= amount Lave we heen
yearly endowed Dy our religious teaching Orders, and
te this we must add the cost of building, Puraishing,
etc.

In the name of common, deceut. and lel it be
whispered, British fair play, Lave we uot a right 1o
have the whale question reopened ?  We have staprered
under this Herculean burden for forty vears, and T
refuse to believe thuat the New Zealand public will
want us to carry it for ever. We want the whole dis-
cussion stripped of passion and prejudice, judpged on
its merits, and attacked with a free and impartial
miind. What we have done we have done for conscience’
sake, and this fact we want placed in the forefront of

the inquiry. Too long aud too unfairly has the New
Zealand voter swallowed the shibboleth of the free,
compulsory, secular system. Many who vote thus vote
nuthinkingly—they are enamored of a high-sounding
conbiuation of words, and could not tell {he difference
betweenr a secular system and a civeular saw., Tt re-
minds one of the old Luely who always felt a spiritual
uplitt al hearing the *lovely, blessed word Mesopo-
tamin.”  But let the pecple understand all that the
svstonn stands for—for themselves and for us, The
Bible-it-schools movement has shown anxious heart-

lie present

searchings anemt the ains of omission in +

national system, awnd our conscientious abhorrence of
i has been before the public these forty vears,
think we wiil make it an election lssne,
ttend to commit palitical hari-kari
to o disfranchize

Many
but we do not
¢ we do not propoese
curselves, aud be ridden down by =
Jusgerinanl of & siv to one majority,  Bring in pro-
portional yepresentaiion : bring in any system that does
ot decide maiters of consclence Iy 0 nieve conuting
of noses, and above all have the case pondered over on
its merits, and the ballot-box wili vet do us tariy

Justice.  But that the public sentiment is for all +ime
marvied o the present unfair system T emphatically
deny. Your New Zealander is {oo fair to be tyvrannons

over-long.

That the sepavete exisionce of Catholic sclools has
bred veligions hitterness s a blind, false. and cruel
charee, T appeal to ihe best of the eitizens of Nelson
Uy refute it by their exporience of their old St
~chool. For one Cathelie 1 eould name vou three
or four non-Catholies who have proudly hoasted to me
that they were old st Mary’s bovs. Were a reunion
held here in Nelson ol wen sathered Jrom all parts
of the Dominion, of wen in the hivhest positions of
fristandd houor, i wondd ware the eoldest heart to hear
them proadly tell of hywoue davs in old St Mary's,
ancd that zchoo! founded Ly dear old Father arin, that
sehoo! that welded il creeds and classes into one per-
Yot hancenious wlhiole, Is w0 tvpe or thase schools to
wiiclo we Catholivs have oiven oure eincrey and our self-
icrifice, What we wan!, what we piead for, what
i the e of justice we demaud, = a veal nationnl
svstenn thar will =eorn o <huwt oud

Mary's

cite eluld in seven
Boerse of tha' cue ¢hilll's conselence.,

I oot mvaeld this eveniuge fo our primary school
di=nhilities, bui, believe me, we have mneh 1o complain
of with vegard 1o the ifficulties under which our
seeendary sehioels <ulfer, Those complaints fall under
three  heads -free places, schularships, and
school cortificates, Ninety per cent. of the bhoys enter-
ing st Patvick s Cotloge, Wellington, have proficiency
cevtificates and are eutitled to free Places. And vyet,
becausze they elect 1o avail themselves of {he elementary
Britisli liberty i woine 1o 4 eollege that accords with
their vonscience they are foreed {0 forego £10 15s 11d
qovear, But morve af this anoun,

leaving-

T find it hard to understand how the Council of
Educution can even attempl to justify some of their
recent  actions. Consider the poiut-blank, stone-cold
vefnsal which the ITon. Mr, ITanan cave to a recent
Catholic Federation depntation.  Awmong other things,
1t asked that the Dbenefits of medical ispection of
schoots should e extended (o Cuathelics. This in-
spection was taken sver by the Education Department,
uot ax part of s regular duaties, hut ouly because the
schools were convenient plices for such luspection. As
citizens and as taxpayers we have a right to have our
children medically examined. But it appears we have
not.  We are parialis, we are social outcasts, and our
children will be rigorously ignored. Why does the
medical officer in going from Nile street to Drook street
hurry past Manuka street as though it were plague-
stricken?  She does not even pause to call out * Bring
out your dead.” Tt appears there are not sufficient
doctors {o attend to our few schools along with the
many. The Catholic Federation undertakes to provide
doctors to supply the shortage. Tlut no! We are
outside the pale, and we are to be kept out. I say,
and I say it advisedly, that the Minister’s answer 1s
no answer, at least it is not an explanation that



