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is the truth. Why dmou deceive me?  Why did you
lio to me?’

The givl raised ler eyes to Lis face, and the awful
slernness of it plerced her {o the heart. The sight of
those beloved eyes looking at her in such condemnation
and repreach caused her to breals down cowpletely.
She threw lhierself on her kuees at his feel, erying:

“Felix, forzive ne: | was =0 happy in your love
that I banished the past from my sumd--1 just Tved
in the present. 1 deceived you, yes, Felix, though net
wilfully, but | did nof e to vou, as God is my Judge.
I spoke the truath when 1 said no man had had his
arms abeut me, nor had 1 kissed any man save iy
dear father?

Sir Felix looked al lier jn wonderment, saviong
slowly  © And vet yon were married to that wman?

SAnd yet Towas married to that man!™ Ree re-
peated the words slowly and distinetly, and Siv Felix
koesw that she spoke the truth, and his Leart vejoieed
i tlie knowledee that he had ool been miztaken i her
purity. e raived e from her koees and =aid weotly
and bhumbly—aJl the harchoess had lele his volee
CChald, who e 1 othat 1 oshoatd have so judeed vou?
The H]a_\u}_ﬂll- ol my cup ol ll;]M}im_ws !Jm'n;( da=hed Trom
my lps, unnanned e, Pobave Doen angey, foroive
e bhut my heart = broken. Reeo L ocannol now rmarey
vou'

CFelix, o

I Felix I she eried, o terrihle distvess ap-
pearing on her Dlanched fee CWhy not 1 There i-
ny barvier [ odivoresd Tim £ oo e

N ew, free. chidd o T as the Taw ol the Tanl can
free you, but in the sicht of God vou are still that
man’s wife. Loy o Cathaolies and nelc as 1 love
desive vou L omnzt ehey (he Loy of God Irokenly
Iis voles sounded as he continued s We o must part,
little Ree.  Far Lo it from e fo wish mey oan dead,
but untib that mave Lies cold o his
Marry vou. Cood-bve, Hee: God Dless vou, dear s no
other woman can ever Ol vone place inomyv beart”
then, locking pitifully al the drspins figure, <o Hke
lily broken by the winid, he crnshed Ber 1o Tine i bt
fond embrace.

Sir Felix souzlit Toady Dexlev s the sichi of hs
hageard face shiocked and alarmed b

swir Felix,” she cvied, inoan avitated volee, ™ =ome-
thing dreeadiul must have lappened ! Your Faee tells
ma so !’

Yok, ].;l([y I)exln’_‘." sotnet e dreadind e hil]lr
pened,” and in zpite of hiz endeavors to appenr ealm,
his voice shook with emotion as he relited whai had
transpired between Ree and hims=eli.  Poor little one,
T am afraid [ was too lavsh witl her aned qudeed her
too hastilv. but at the thoucht of fesing her, the 1en
entered my heare, and 1 lost wy seli-control, Tell me,
Tady Dexlex, the circumstances wlieh led (o this mar-
riage and divoree.’

Her ladyship proceeded 1o cive him a briel outline
of Ree's life, and then added: < Do net think {hal
she purposely concealed the facts of her marriage and
divorce from you: the subjecl has uever been men-
tioned by either of us since the fiest day of her arrival
here, when I advised Ler to try and forget it entirely.
Blame me for the deception, if you can so call it, not
Ree; she 1s the scul of honor and 1s the essence of all
that is good in a woman. T love her as a daughter,
aud my heart aches for her in this sorrow.  You know
how she loves you aud delighted ju your luve for her!’

‘Yes, Lady Dexley, her love for me makes things
niore difficult for her, and the parting harder to bear,
but perhaps, one day, she will think with me and
understand that marriage is out of the question while
that man lives.  Whatever happens now [ shall never
cease to love her.  Comfort her and guard her, Lady
Dexley; T dare not see her again, T know you witl
keep me informed of her welfare. TLet me know what
she arranges to do; tell her it will be best for Ler to
go away for a time and take Ellen with her. She
would dislike to feel herself the subject of gossip, and
it will soon be known that our engagement is broken.’

Left to herself, Lady Dexley burst into tears. Her
motherly heart was aching for the girl- —poor child!
What comfort could she offer her? Time alone would

crive, 1o eanmod
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soften the blow and heal tle wound, bui she must go
tu hes.,

She found Ree standing by tho windew where she
Ll watched Siv Felix leave the Louse.,  She turned
as Lady Dexley entered. Her dry, shining eyes told
their own fale of wounded feelings—this sorrow had
abready changed her, from her lavghing girlheod to a
thoughtful womanhood.  She was sullering keenly and
finding it havd fo bear.

CChild b Child Y evied poor Lady Dexley, ©this is
a tervible blow for vou. and agamn T must reproach
mysell for the part 1 have {aken.  1f T had net ad-
vized you fo keep silent, you would have told Sir Felix
o Alie beginmning of yeur friendship, and then there
would never have been any envagenient. T must own,
e fustice to mysell, thal T never thought of his ve-
toron s Tead 1 done g0, 1 should have confided iu him,
ax he would have gnarded vour seeret,’

You mast not repeoach voursell, dear Lady Dex-
Jive Whatever happened. il would not have altered
the fact of our love, Tranner, in her ihirst for
vevenee al ber disappeiniment in nof securing sote of
riy anoney, has done vond, for T can understand now
that o 1t had not come fo Felix's knowledge until afler
cur nviage, he partine wonld have been worse. 1
Bave one vav of comfort, and ihat 45 lhowever much
Velix ray blame me for iy silence, he will always love
e el whe knows bat that he mav vet eall me wife !’

“Heeo vou are o brave oivl, s are taking this
Detter than T oexpected. theurl T know how keenly you
frol abnt, it

“Ho keendy. Lady Dexley, ihat if T had not that
Il rav of comfort to solare me. T should feel utterly
despondent and hreak down completely.  Ellen's words
foome when we weee at the seaside keep ringing in my

cars: 7 Mav o vour Futore droubles plide of vour back as
el oas vear past ones have done !V 1ood soul, T
Tenghed at her ihen: T oses now ilie wisdom of her
o, There are =ome iroubles one cannot laugh

dwav, and ks 15 oone ol thew, Lt T will try to bear
1 bravely and chine 1o the lispe that T wmay yet be
el s wide)”

CNuwrelvs Reel vor do ot wish that man dead P

CNeoues Laddy Trexdew, 1 oean honesily say T have
noo et theeht dowards i, ITe was a man led
awav oo bad wonunt, ol UL fesble ereature that T
witss should have vesisded hiz persuasions. T do not
Blame hitn entrelve and 1 sust own T have scarcely
ever civen i o thoueht. so happy have T been ?

CR Felix supuested vour going away for a time,

Ree”

. “Yeso [ ohave heen thinking aboent doing so, and
e alrewciv planaed inomy mind what T shall do. I
shall go with Kllen to the convent for a few months at
lonst, Mother Victoivre will take me as a parlor
boarder, awd | <hall he free to vo about. 1 could not
X i society again just yet -without  Felix. It

would b more than T could bear. 1 should miss him
too muehe and 1 <hoald find the separaiion unendur-
able

(To be enncinded.)

Ll - -
We can bonr and do anything we have 1o if we
try, nd wintil we do try most of us bave no idea how
much we can bear and do.

SYMPATIIY.

If there is one person who deserves sympathy it is
surely he who sullers from chronic colds. A ‘sudden
change in the weather or going out into the night air
from a healed room, is quite enough to bring on the
trouble.  Usually the tendency to catech cold is due
to a generally run-down condition, and the treatment
should take the forin of a tonic like BAXTER’S LUNG
PRESERVER. Tt is pleasant to take, gives sure
results, and is quite harmless; for children and adulta
you canuot find a better cough or cold remedy. 1/10
a bottle from all chemists and stores, or by post direct.
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