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In the declaration of the Euglish Catholic hter-
archy in 1914, we find the following :- “Catholic parents
cannel in conscience accept or approve for their chil-
dren a system of education in which secular instruction
is whaolly divorced from education in their religion.’

9. Relisgion must De the very soul of cduceldan; iF must
wot be regarded axs an adjunct fo secular nstrae-
tiow, or Certra’ in the curricelwn of the
schaok.

i

Systems of education in which religion is ignored
ot relegated to an inferior place originate in the minds
of men to whom this world is all-in-all, who live with
little or no regard to the future lLite, and 1o whom the
things of cternity are but a dream.  Tar different is
the view taken by the Catholic Church. The souls
of men aud their eternal Jdestiny ave ever before hev
eyes.  While worldlyv-minded men exapggerate the im-
p.m'{;lm‘e of the present aver the future life, she ever
strives to hold a just balance between the things of
time and those of eternilv.  Tu deing »o she is guided
by the teachings of the Non of God:—* What shall it
profit a man if he gain the whole world, sl suffer the

loss of hix own soul? TWhat exchanze =hall a man
vive for his =oul 7 Be not solicitous, therefure, saving
What shall we eat awd what shall we dvink

for after all these thing do the heathen seck. seek
va first the kingdom of God and His justice, and all
these things shall bo added unio vou.’
[Heuce the Church helds that it = a
to make it the principal ehiect of education to enable
the child to get on in this world, and to pay hitile
or no heed to the soul wiiel must live for ever.  While
she knows well that ignorance iz an evil, she eonfends
that vice is a far wreater evil, because it leads men’s
souls to desiruction. T secular knowledze be nevessavy
for a man’s happiness in this Life. much more necessacy
to the mind of the Churceh is a reliclous education for
a man’s happiness i the pnever-ending aves of efernty,
Religion. then, wust held the fivsd plaes in the
school since it is the first and chiel Jduty of every man
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to work out the salvation of his inomortal soul. in
the words of Pape Pius 1N - Helivions Instruction
should so predominate. and o divect all the oilier

Lbranches of education. that. in comiparison with if, ihey
should be looked o1 as miere aecessories’

CWhat the Cliureh consistently maintains <0 that
life here cets its highest value by =erving as o prepara-
tion for the life to come.  The question is vot whether
one should live now without any regavd for the fature,
or look forward to the future with no concern for the
preseut ; but rather how one should profit by the eppor-
tunities of thix life, in such seciire the
other.

“The problent, then, ix one of establishing propor-
tions —i.e., of determining values according to the
standard of man's eternal destiny.

‘Where education is defined as ““preparation for
complete living'’ (I1lerbert Spencery, the Christians can
take no objection to the words as they staud, but he
will insist that no living can be “complete” which leaves
out of consideration the uliimale purpose of life, and
hence that no education really ‘ prepares ” which thwarts
that purpose, or sets it aside.

Tt s just this compleleness —in teaching all men,
in harmonising all fruths, in elevating all relationships,
and in leading the 1ndividnal soul back to the Creator- -
that forms the essential characteristie of Christianily as
an ecducational influence.’ (atholic Fueyelopedia,
¢ BEducation.”)

In conformity with these principles, it 1s the aim
of the Church to {rain up children {o be frue men and
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women. This training must begin with the dawn of
weason, must grow with the child’s growth, and

strengthen with its strength. Religion must Le the
presiding spirit of the school, so as to continually season
and imbuse the mind with its wholesome influence.
Hence it must be taught by word, and by the example
of the teacher. The very surroundings—snch a= the
religious symbols on the walls—must Lave their bear-
ings upon it. Henee the necessity of a ¢ Catholic At-
mosphere’ in the school; for just as if the air we

breathe were taken away for a moment we should die,
or if il be vitiated we grow pale and pine away; so if a
¢hild does not breathe a Catholic almosphere, it cans
uot have the rich glow of Catholic health beaming from
its soul, and the warm spirit. of Catholic faith, and hope,
and charity beating in its Leart.

Throughout his school life, 1he child must be more-
over trained in the praciice of religious exercise, such as
prayer, the reception of the Sacraments, ele., so that
his religton will become a secoud nature. Tt is by
these meaus and by such influences thal the child leaves
selicol Tully prepared (o Jive the life of a good Catholic
aud ol a good citizen, fully equipped 1o battle against
the dangers and femptations of 1he world.

Relying on the words of Seripture, “ Train up a
chitd in the way he should go, and he will nol depart
from it in old are,” the Church hopes that his
carly traiming will keep the child faithful te the end
to all his duties to God, to his neighbors, and to him-
S anel thue secure Bis eternal felivity in the life to
Conte, ’

Tris

SoOTHE sRCULAR =SYSTEM UNIVERSALLY
CONDEMNID.

The amost eolighiened men i educational matiers

the werld over, clerical and sy, Catholic and unon-

Catholie, alike reprobate the secular system of educa-
tion,  Archiashop Spaldine of  Baltimore  writes: —
“Yoer, owe may nol longer deny if . the oreat defect, the
saawing canker, the l,ilij_-;}]tin;f cise of our educational
svstent ix the absenee from 1t of o wheleseme religious
mstroetion. Uoder it omr clildeen are  practically
veited like enlighiened pagans, preparing
merely for this world. than as instruceted Christians,
well and therouchly crounded o their faith, and mak-
e thenr noveitiade beaven.  And such being the
vase, rail we wonder that when thev grow up and enter
ppon (he sy zeene: of 1ife. they aceordingly act mors
bike pacans than Chreianss and fill tlie land with erimo
il ity

Avchbichop Mot Tozher of New York wrole in 1869 :

T oam deeply and paimfully convineed  that our
oot =chools as vow creamsed and eonducted, are
cradunally wndermintng  Christianity  in o this much
Linned {lome  influence  and  Sunday-school
traduing are all that are left to check the grewth of
mfiddelity i the minds ol the young, but these are
m=uflicient.  Protestant clergymen admit 1t, and in
many places are calling npon the people fo establish
their own paocish sehools”

Durine a debate on edueation m the House of
Commens in the vear 18347, three Inglish statesmen
expresseld themselves thus: -

Sir Robert Peel: 1 am for a religious education
ax oppesed (o asecular education. L de not think that a
secular education would be acceptable to the people of
this country. 1 believe as the Noble Lord (Jeobn
Ru=selly has said, that such an edueation is only half
an education, but with the important half neglected.”

Lovd Mahou: * The second guestion was, whether
they would have a system of secular education solely,
or of secular and rehigious education combined?  For
his own part, ho considered that if the State should
confine itseif to secenlar edueation, without associating
itowitl religion, it wouid be doing absolutely worse
than nefhing.”

Lord Sandon: * 1Te was glad o hear the admission
that religion was an esseutial part of everything worthy
of the namo of educaiion. tie thought that religion
cught to be interwoven with every part of their edu-
cation.’

AL Cuizol, Minister of Public Instruction in
France under Lowis Philtippe, says: ‘ In order to make
pepular education truly good and socially useful, it
must be fundamentally religious. 1 o not simply
mean by this, that religious instruciion should hold ii{s
place 1n popular education, and ihat the practices of
religion should enter inte it: for a mnation is not re-
ligiously educated by such peity and mechanical devices.
It is necessary that national education should be given
and received in the midst of a religious atmosphere,
and that religious impressions and religions phservances
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