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CENSORSH[P OF CINEMATOGRAPH
FILMS

CONFERENCE IN WELLINGTON

A REPRESENTATIVE GATHERING.

A most successful conference of various bodies inter-
ested in the subject was held last Wednesday night to
consider the question of the censorship of cinemato-
graph films. The conference (says the Posr) had been
convened by the New Zealand Catholic Fedel ation, and
the list of delegates was as under:—

Education Boa)d Representatives,—Wellington :
Messrs. Wm. Allan and €. M. Luke. Otago: Professor
Garrow.  Hawke's Bay: Mr. 1. Hill, B.A., F.R.5.
North Canterbury: Mr. J. G. W. Aitken. South
Canterbury: Mr. Alexander Iell. Boards in sym-
pathy: Taranaki, Nelson, Westland, Southland.

Education Institute Representatives. --—\V(.HII'I”U)II
Mr. J. C. Webh,  NUZ Institute: Mr. AL [d]l\m
son.  Nelzom: Mro €0 N Haslam, H,A. Taranaki:
Mr. A. BErskine. North Canterbury.

V. T Grundy. Institutes in o sympathy
South Canterbury, Southland.

Other Bodics---Chureh of Bugland Men's Socletv .
Mr. J. Snell Young Mends Christian Association
Mr. W. Allan, Young Women's Christian Associa-
tion: Miss Mary McTiean. M. A, Women's Christian
Temperance Uuion: Mrs, Perviuan. Riclimond Kin-
dergarten Unien: Mrs. Anderson.  Maoral and Phvsical
Health Sceiety.  Suclety for Protection of Women and
Children: Mesdames MceLaren and Atkinson. Sec-
ondary School Teachers’ Assistauts Association: Mr. F
Martyn Renuner, Wellington. Wellington Diocesan
Council N.Z. Catholic Federation:  Mr. A. Cassic.
Deminion Executive, N.Z. Catholic Federation : Messrs,
Burke, Duggan, and Girling-Buicher.

Representatives of C,tt\ and Borouch Councils, -
Ashburton: Mr. Nosworthy, M.D. Feilding : Coun-
cillor Frost (for Mavor of Wellingtan).  Ilawera: Mr.

Auckland,

J. G, W Aitken, Hastines: The Mavor (Mr. G
Frost). Karori: The Maver (Mr. B, G, 11, Buarm,
Lower Thutt: The Mayor (Mr. H. Baldwin). Mira-

mar: Councillor James Pallock. Napier: Couneillor
J. H. 8heath. Ouslow: Counctllor T.. A, Browne.
“Palmerston Novtli: Councillor F, Jackson. Patea:
Councillor Frost (for the Mayvor of Wellinglon).
Tetone: Councillor A. Aunderson. Temuka: Mr. A,
Bell, Education Department. Wancanui: Couneillor
A, Thompson. Wellington : Councillor J. Huteheson.
Wairoa: Mr. J. Duvwean. Walmate . Mr. W. F. Johu-

son.  Rangiora: My T.. T. Reichel.  Marton: Coun-
cillor Frost (for the Mayor of Wellington). Pahiaiua:
Councitlor Hildreth. Waihi: Mr. W. 1. Phillips.

Councils-in sympatly. but unable fo he represented :
Auckland, Birkenliead, Brunner, Bleulein, Cartertou,
Devouport, Dunedin, Eketaliunn, Gishorne, Gore, Grey-
meuth;, Greytown, TTamilton, Mokitika, and Invercar-
gill..

The Reasons for the Conference.

Mr. J. J. L. Burke, ¢hainnan of the Dominion
Executive of the Catliolic Federation presided, and in
his opening remarks said:—I wish to extend to you
a very lhearty welcome to this conference, asseinbled to
consider a question which is of the utmost importance
to the future well-being of the citizens of New Zealand.
-A Dbrief summary of the reasons for convening this meet-
Jing may not be out of place here. Our Federatlion
has been in existence some three short years, and
during that period we had several complaiuts from nur
peop[e that pictures of an anti- Catliolic nature had
been screened in various parts of the Dominion. . These
complaints we invariably dealt with ourselves aund, in
justice to the manavemeut of the nicture theatres, T
must say that when we approached them ahd peinted
out our objections to these displays, we had alwavs been
very courtecusly received, and the objectionable pictures
had been pemoved from the programme. I mention
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thiis in passing merely to emwphasise the fact that this
conference is called togetlier to deal with the moral and
social side of picture Tilms and not the religious side.
Apart altogether from those pictures, to which we, as
Catholics, ‘have taken exception, we have also had
unumercus and {requent complaints of the very unsavory |
and objectionable c¢lass of picture which is gradu-
ally creeping into the programmes of many theatres.
So frequent have these complaints become of late that
cur Dominion Council, which is comnosed of delegates
from all parts of New Zealand, deemed it advisable
to put into force one of the aims of our association,
whicl is as fellows:— It (the Federation) stands for
the suppression of indecent and objectienable pictures,
films, theatricals, and advertisements, and is willing
to co-operate with all citizens and all civil and social
agencies working for truth and virtue.’ With the
object in view of making an effective protest against
the indigcriminate presentation of so many indecent,
fmmoral, and objectionable pictures, which are tending
to undermine the moral, secial, dlld home life of our
rising generation, the couneil, whcn in assembly in Wel-
hnl'lul: last. Angust, waited on the Miuister of Internal
Aﬂ.uu, and pomtet{ out to hine the urgent need of a
rigerous censorship of moving pictures.  Our reception
by the Minister was so sympatietic and favorable, and
we received so many messages of congratulation for the
steps we had taken, that we decided to carry the matter
Further by getting inte toneh with all city and borough
councils, educations boards, educational 1institutions,
and other associations, working for the social welfare
of the people, and ask their opinions on the necessity
and advisahility of holding a conference to discuss the
question. Need I say liow our appeal was received !
Your presence here to-night is the only auswer neces-
sary, and whilst your numbers are sufficient indication
of the feelings of the people vou represent. T might add
that we have received very favorable replies from many
othier bodies who are sympathetic with the object but
are not able to send delegates. In conclusion, 1 wish to
add, that in order not to dizcount in any way the
importance -of the decisions to be arrived at this even-
ing, no iovitations have been extended to purely re-
ligious associations, although very many have in their
assemblies endorsed our action and forwarded letters of
appreciation. {(Applause.)

Jouncillor J. ITutchesoun (Wellington) moved that
Councillor G. Frost, who represented the Mayor of
Wellingteon, take the chair.  This was agreed to, and
Couuncillor Frost presided over the gathering. e
apologised for the Mayor's abseuce, and complimented
tho Federation on the action it had taken in the matter.
e believed that a strong censorship had been estal-
lished 1n other parts of the world, aud New Zealand
should uot lag behind.”  In the interests of the young
folk palh(ﬂlm]y, such i, censorship was necessary. e
was plad to see such a representative gathering assemn-
hled to debdte such an important subject. {Applause.)

The secretary of the Federation (Mr. G. Girling-
Rutclier) read a telegram from the Mayor of Wellington
(Mr. J. P. Luke}; vnsluno' the confercuce every success.
e (the secretary Yhad found that the police hiad made”
# report to the Minister, but that nothing could be
clone without legislation. -

What is Wanted.

Mr. J. J. L. Burke moved the [ollowing resolu-
Lion—" That this conference of local governing bodies,
educational authorities, and organisations concerned
with the social welfare of the people of this Dominion,
whilst fully appreciating the useful and educational
value of the cinematograph, is of opinion that the class
of meving pictures at present exhibited in New Zea-
land counstitutes a grave danger to the moral health
and-social welfare of the community, and affirms the
necessity for a strict supervision by the Government of
all films exhibited te the public in the picture theatres
of this Dominion, and requests that an cfficer or board
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to inspect all films
before they are allowed to be exhibited, and that every
film so licensed shall bear a certificate signed to that
effect; and, further, that g list of all films declared



