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friends.’ Therefore the soldier who died on the battle-
field to defend his home and country, reached the
highest degree of charity. His Grace ended with
touching words of condolence to the relatives and
friends of deceased soldiers.

Hastings

(By telegraph, from our own correspondent.)
. ‘ - November 1.
. Quite a gloom was cast over the community, when
it became known that Mrs. Bennett, wife of Mr. J.
Bennett of this town, had passed away on the 20th
inst. The deceased lady was in her usual health, and
was at the agricultural show on Wednesday, and had
retired in the best of spirits, but when her husband
went into the room he found she had expired, death
being due to heart failure. She was only 28 years of
age, and was held in the highest esteem by all who
had pleasure of her acquaintance. She was a member
of the choir, and always took an active interest in all
Church affairs, being ever ready to assist in any way
to promote any charitable project. A Requiem Mass
was celebrated by Rev. Father McDonald, S.M., on
Saturday morning. The funeral, which took place to
Takapau the same afternoon, was largely attended by
residents from all parts of the surrounding districts,
and friends and sympathisers, who came to pay their
last respects to one who in life had endeared herself
to all by her bright and cheery disposition and good-
ness of heart. She leaves a husband and two youngchildren to mourn their loss.—R.l.P.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)
November 1.

At Vespers in the Cathedral on last Sunday even-
ing the Very Rev. Father Roche, C.SS.R., preached to
a large congregation on the duties—in prayers and
good works—the faithful owe to the suffering souls of
the departed, and especially on the efficacy of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. The discourse, based on the
text ‘ It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for
the dead, that they may be loosed from their sins,’
was a particularly impressive one.

The Rev. Father Richards, late of Hawarden, wholeft New Zealand as chaplain with the Second Rein-
forcements, in a letter to the Very Rev. Father Price,
Adm., of the Cathedral, dated from Gallipoli Septem-ber 6, says : ‘On our way up from Alexandria our ship
was torpedoed by a submarine, but happily she floated
a long time and was eventually beached. I got awayon a raft an hour and a-half after the torpedo struck,
and was picked up four and a-half hours after the ship
was hit.’ Father Richards concludes by saying that a
brother who went to the front as a trooper in the Main
Australian Force has been killed in action, and anotherbrother in the Lancashire Regiment has earned the
V.C., though he lost a leg in doing so.

The usual fortnightly meeting of St. Patrick’s
branch of the H.A.C.B. Society was held in the
Hibernian Hall on Monday evening last. Bro. J.
Curry (president) presided over a moderate attend-
ance of members. A tender was accepted for theinstallation of the electric light in the hall. Provision
was made for a thorough renovation of the interior of
the hall so as to have it available for social purposesnext season. The quarterly balance sheet, which
showed all the funds of the branch to. be in a flourish-ing condition, was received and adopted. Comment-
ing on the membership roll, as shown by the quarterly
returns, the president said that a grand total of 300
members was now in sight,: and he urged each memberto do his utmost to bring the membership of the branch
up to ; that number before ? the next’ quarterly meeting.One candidate was initiated, and one was proposed for
membership. Accounts amounting to £55 8s 8d werepassed .for payment.
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The annual meeting of the Cathedral Tennis ’Clubwas held in the Catholic Clubrooms, Wiltshire Build-
ings, on Saturday evening, October 23, the president(Mr. Jt R. Hayward) presiding. The report and
balance sheet were adopted. During the past seasonthe club had entered a team in the junior B gradecompetition, and had played with a very fair measureof success. Arrangements for entries for this season’s
competitions were left in the hands of the committee.Opening day was fixed for Saturday, November 20.Sir George Clifford, Bart., is patron of the club, andthe Rev. Fathers Murphy, 8.A., and Long, andMessrs. H. H. Loughnan and E. T. Harper hon. vice-presidents. Officers for the present year were electedas follow; President, Mr. J. R. Hayward vice-presi-dents—Messrs. J. Cronin, B. O’Connor, and T. O’Con-nell ; club captain, Mr. B. O’Connor; treasurer, Mr. J.R. Hayward; secretary, Mr. H. A. C. Cahill auditor,Mr, G. Dobbs ; committee— Meacham, Canavan,A. and N. Donnell, Messrs. J. McNamara, P. J.Amodeo, and E. L. McKeon.

The children’s carnival day, under the auspices ofthe North Canterbury Public Schools’ Amateur Ath-letic Association, was observed on last Saturday on
Lancaster Park. About thirty schools were repre-sented, and two thousand children participated in the
grand parade, the chief spectacular display of the greatgathering. The Marist Brothers’ School boys, asone of the squads, looked exceedingly well in uniform,the school colors, green and black, being conspicuouslyprominent. Bro. Calixtus, principal of the school, hada busy day as one of the officials. By unanimous re-
quest the entire prize money (£35) was donated to the
patriotic fund (certificates being given instead), as were
also the whole returns from the carnival represented by10,000 tickets sold, and the gate takings, which were
heavy. The Marist School was successful in securingthe following places in the various contests : —BBO yardschampionship, G. Getson 1, L. Neilson 2; high jump(open), G. Getson 2;• 50 yards (under 9 years), T.McKenzie 2, P. Barnard (tie) 3 ; 880 yards senior relay(open teams of four), 15 teams’ Marists 3; 100 yards(under 13 years), J. Dobbs 2.

Temuka

(From our own correspondent.)
The devotion of the Forty Hours’ Adoration will

commence in St. Joseph’s Church on Sunday week.
Rev. Father Goggan, S.M., is relieving Rev.

Father Ainsworth, S.M., who, for the next fortnight,will be engaged preaching retreats in Timaru.
Instead .of the customary school concert on Decem-

ber 16 in aid of the local Sisters of St. Joseph, it has
been decided this year to call on outside assistance, and
have an entertainment, the proceeds from which will
be divided between the Sisters and the local Catholic
guild of the Red Cross Society.

At the reception given to the returned soldiers
last evening, after a few remarks by the Mayor (Mr.
A. Frew), Rev. Father Ainsworth, S.M., was called
upon to speak. Although taken unawares, he was
equal to the occasion, and his patriotic remarks drew
forth hearty applause from the vast assembly. He
drew a vivid picture of the present state of affairs, and
urged all who could possibly do so to enlist, and keep
up to the full strength the ranks that are so depleted
by the loss of those who have fallen and those who are
and will be in the future returning wounded and
invalided. He congratulated those who had returned,
after doing their duty so nobly, and trusted that with
God’s blessing they would -be speedily restored to
health.

Timaru

(From our own correspondent.) >
: • ■ ,

' ' November 1.
> At the recent examinations, held by the Technical

School, special prices were given for the best hand-


