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On thtj. Land

GENERAL.

According te the Invercargill correspondent of
the Christchurch f'ress, taking last year's shipments as
scheduled by the Dairy Association frem Bluflf, the
higher price for cheese for the present season means
an extra cheque to Seuthland of £53,000, and should
bring the wvalue of cheese exported from Rluff this
season up to quite £400,000.

In a natural state animals live on green fodder;
it is their natural food, and as a consequence they
thrive upon it. But when ammals, as in present-day
farming, have been domesticated the case 15 a little
different. Care requires to be exercised in changing
the diet from dry to green food. 1t should not be done
too suddenly. The green stufl should be fed in com-
bination with old hay, the green fodder being gradu-
ally increased, and the proportion of hay reduced.

If the leaves of a growing crop leok pale in color,
it may be regarded as an indicalion that a dose of
nitrogen in a quickly acbing form 1s vequired. If, on
the other hand, the foliage is luxuriant, it may be
taken as a sigu that the plant has an abundant supply
of stimulant. In such cases 1t is to be hoped that the
soil contains an ample supply of phesphate and potash
in available forms, otherwise the result may be much
leaf and little crop.

he shortage of labor whiel Is likely to occur dur-
ing the approaching Lwrvest was the subject of a dis-
cussion at a recent gneetinuy of the executive of the
Auckland Provineial Farmers Union,  One member
made a suggestion that Maort laher should be organised,
My, C. M. Alexander, of Te Awamuru, said be was
very much alavmed at the prospect of a shortage of
Jabor in his distviet, and he moved that the branches
be advised of 1tlie wrgeney of vrganising the available
labor in their Jocalities. The motion was adopted.
The suggestion in rvegard to the emplovment of Maoris
wis referred tao the Labor Trepariment.

At Addington last week there were fairly large en-
tries of fat stock and o moderate attendanee,  Prine
heel showed an advance, the =upply being shorter than
that for the previous week. The few new seasou’s fat
lnmibs penned brougld lugn prices. Fat sheep opened
at about ])l‘t’\'imr% weel's rates, and in the store Sh(‘(‘.p
department. hoggets and wethers showed a decided ad-
vance in values. IPal Lambs- There were nine new
season’s lambs sent 1, and they sold remarkably well,
the prices ranging fram 27s to 38z Gd. Fat Sheep.. -
Extra prime wethers, to G0s: prime wethers, 27s to
37s 6d; others, 21s Bd Lo 26x 6dd; wmerine wethers, 19s
9d to 26s 3d; extra prime ewes, to 39s 6d; prime ewes,
28s to 32s 6d; medinm ewes, 19s to 2ds 6d; light and
inferior, '17s 5d to 18s 6d; hogyets, 16s to 26s Bd.
Fat Cattle.. -Extra prime steers, to L21: ordinary
steers, £7 17s 6d to L12; extra prime hetfers, to £16
10s; ordinary heifers, £6 by to £ : extra prime cows,
to £17; ordinary cows, .£6 1o L8 12s 6d  price of beefl
per 100Th, 86s to 545 extra, to 385, Digs.—Clhoppers,
5Bs to 137s 6d; extra heavy baconers, BUs to 89y 6d;
heavy bacouers, 70s to 78s; light baccuners, 58s to 67s
—-price per lb, 61d to 6Ld: heavy porkers, d6Gs to 52s:
light porkers, 38s to dds—price per lb, &3d teo 7d;
medium stores, 22s to 28s: small, 17s to 21s: weaners,
11s ta 18s; sows with litters, to 86s; sows 1n pig, 43s
to 60s.

There were average entries in all classes at Burn-
side last week, except in the case of fat cattle. Fat
Cattle.—134 head yarded, the bulk of which comprised
good to prime beef. The yarding hbeing below the
average, resulted 1n a rige of 15s to 20s per head com-
pared with late rates, and eompetition throughout was
keen, and a splendid sale resulted.  Prime bullecks
sold at £14 10s to £16: extra, to L22; medinm, £11
10s to £13; light, £3 10s to L£10 10s; best cows and
heifers, £10 10s to £12 10s; extra, to £15 5s: medium,
£8 10s to £9 10s; light, £6 10s to £7 10s. Fat Sheep.
—2800 penned, a large proportion being sheep of excel-

. 1s per head below last quotations.

lent quality. The demand for well-finished sheep was
good, aund for these competition was keen at rates equal
to those of previous week.  For unfinished sheep the
demand was not quite so keen, and these were sold at
~ Best wethers,
38s to 38s; extra do, to 46s; good do, 32s to 34s; me-
dium, 26s to 27s 6d; light, 23s to 24s; best ewes, 30s
to 34s; extra, to 40s 3d; medium, 29s; light, 17s 6d
to 21s. ¥Fat Lambs-—384 penned. For good quality
hoggets competition was keen, but for unfinished sorts
the demand was only moderate. Three of this season’s
lambs were penned, and these sold at up to 26s 9d.
Best hoggets sold at 26s to 30s; extra, to 30s 9d ; me-
dium do, 20s to 22s. Pigs.—82 fats and 160 stores
were yarded. Fal pigs were in good demand, more
especially baconers, which were in short supply. Stare
pigs met with a slow sale, and towards the finish of the
sale it was difficult to effect sales.

TIINTS ABOUT MILKING,.

Very few cows can be completely finished by milk-
ing with the full hand, and when the main flow has
ceased, to strip the cow, it becomes necessary to gently
press a quarter with one hand and milk with the other,
thus drawing the udder (says Farm, Field, and Fire-
side). A cow, once started, should be always finished
without interruption; the milker's mind must be cen-
tred on his work to gain the sympathy of the animal;
dilatory or slow milking, talking, and noise-making
should be avoided--such actions cause a decdreased
flow. Where nulking machines are used, the cows
should be first tried for udder tvoubles and stripped
nnmediately the machines are removed ; any time elap-
sing between genevally results in the cow holding back
the last and richest of Ler nilk. This is the cause of
many of the compirints about milking machines being
unsatisfactory, as the cow soon bhecomes 8ry—really
the fault of the operator. Il an animal does not let
her milkk down {reely to the machine, do not persist in
its use, as such- persistency will surely cause her to go
dry. It is much better to milk such a cow by hand, or
any other whose udder conformation does not lend
itsell to easy milking: very large teats with a hard
skin are unsuitable.  Best vesults may be obtained
with low hanging udders by the attendants using a very
low steol and keeping the arms on a level with the
teats.  Approach the cows gently. It 1s desirable that
the usual attendant attach the teat cups on the first
occasion.  The cow 1s governed by habit, znd most
cows dread a new milker. TIn eold weather, provide
warm water to insert the teat cups in, and wash the
udders.  While the milking machine, in the care of
an intelligent man, may sclve the labor problem, it
will do endless damage in the hands of a careless
operator, The cleanest and purest milk can be ob-
tained by machines if properly handled. Do not wash
the udders too far in advance of the machine, as the
cow will have taken her milk up again; she should be
milked imriediately after the washing and drying,
when ler teats will be full of millk; then the machine
will do its work mare elfectively and quickly.

EFFECT OF FERTILISERS.

The top soil of an acre of arable Tand to the depth
of Bin is estimated {o welgh about 1000 tons, so that
a dressing of bewt of fertiliser to the acre is really the
application of only about 9oz of fertiliser to a ton of
soil, and the quantities of actual plant food, nitrogen,
phosphate, and potash, seem infinitely small, and yet
these minute quantities of available plant food exert
a wonderfild influcuce on the growth of the crop. When
we apply a top dressing of 2cwt nitrate of soda per acre
we are putting in the soil only ahout Loz of actual nitro-
cen to every 35,8400z of soil, and still the effect ia
great. It seems marvellous!

Have yon a carrying job you want done well, a
parcel sent, or furniture moved? Take our advice.
Employ the N.Z. EXPRESS CO., LTD. They are
very careful, very rcliable. You'll find their offices in
all prineipal towns....

LEARN SHORTHAND
IH THIRTY DAYS

A

Boyd Bhorthand can bhe mastered perfectly in thi-ty days, and the stud
may be done in your own home.

EHORTHAND SCHOQOLS, 168 Cosrox Hovas Quay, WrLLInGTOH.

Call or write for particulars. BOY



