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A LESSON IN PATIENCE

I was very unbappy, from a variety of causes,
definable and undefinabie. My chambermaid had been
cross for a week, aud, by talking to my cook, had made
her dissatisfied with her place. ’

"['he mother of five Httle children, [ felt that 1 had
a weight of carc and responsibility greater thau 1 could
support. I was uncqual to the task, My spivits fell
under its bare contewmplation.  Theu I had been dis-
appointed 1u a seainstres:, and my children were, as the
saylng 33, “in rags.” While Inooding over these and
other disheartenming circumstances, Netty, my chamber-
maid, opened the door of the rosm where [ was sitting
(it was Monday moerning), and said

“Harriet has jnst sent word that she s sick, and
can’t come to-day.’

*Then yvouw and Acues will have 1o do the washing,
¥ oreplied, 1 fretiul voice: this vew source of trouble
completely breaking me down,

"Indeed, matam,” veplied Nettv, tossing her head

and speaking with xome pertness, L can’t do the wash-

mg. 1 odidn’t engage for anvtlung ut chamberwork.”
When my hushand cione Toome at elinner thne,

things did not cemm vers plessanl for bom, T omusl own,

I hind on o dongs o vers Tong face mucel Touwer than
1owas when Iie owent awav i the me iy,

“What s the creat trouble wow, Juane ! sand my
husband, without betnge at all fretted with my -
andable temper. o Let us b Perliaps b ean suggest
a vemedy.

S ovon wll st e awa Tierwn
ceodinely obilive e, ~and 1.

AV here 1. Haoriet

CSSLe s sieh, o peetends to e Dot snow o whiel
enouch to do vour wasitn e

e owalloey

Lo aidiend

CPerbige she widl beowoeld
toanorrow, sucrested oy hiashond.

S Perinps s v dependenee

CCant von el s ok oo vour washing
thii weel

ol e repiv The groetion wies epstly askied
After that v Tu-tond was sibegt ent fn that
peenlinr wav that [ onnderstosd, oo well, as the effect

of iy W, o beliee . o ~ate ol il Here wis
another caitee ior \'|1'm;|!||l-i|n‘n‘_ ot retlection that 1
<o <

rad distorbed v peee
After myv foshoed went oaway o findsbiog Til-
dinner. 1 went o Ned ol eried Dor et hialn the
afternoon. Ol Liow serveleld 1ot Late seemed an
almost wnlolerabbe bhorden.
Then oy mind seemed more conposed, and | tried

to think abont wihat wus to he done. The necessity o
having clothe< washwl wuas abmoiote: and this roused
tne. at lenotlic ax e miost pressive domestie duty, tite
ihinkine so carnestiv, thad b opresenthy rang the bell for
Netty, who came o her vwn zeod titnie.

“Tell Agnes that [ want to see hevl sl 1,
a very good natured way.

The offeet was that Nettv Teft the chomuber without
veplying, and slammed the door hard after ber, whieh
mark of disrespeet set my Blood to Tiling. Inoa Title
while my coule made her appearance.

“Agnes. said 1, Cdo vou know of iy e thal |
can epgage to do Lthe washing this week T .

CThere’s a puor woman whe Dves near iy nother s,
T think she coes out to wash somelimes.’

Cf wish von wounld step round and see if she can’t

a1

Conle ]l(‘l'“ 1"'”1{]'\'1'“\\'..

Avnes said that she would do wo.

¢ Tell her she must come,’ said T

Aypues withdrew,  Ton aw hour she came hack, and
saidd that shie had seen tho woman, who promised to

cotme.

The name of ihis women was Mres, Parteidge, Tt
was some relief to think T was going to get my washing
done : but {he idea of having the ironing ahout all the
week fretted my mind.  And ue sonner was this leadinge
trouble set aside, than T began to worry about the
children’s clothes, and the prospect of Toging mv cook,
who had manaved myv kitchen more to my watisfaction
than any ong had ever dane belore.

Iu the morving Mrs. Partridge came early and
commenced the washing. There wuas something i this
woman's appearance thal interested me, and something
in her face that reminded me of somebody 1 had seen
before ; but when and where I could not tell.  Although
her clothes were poor and faded, there wus nothing com-
mou about her, and she struck me as being superior to
Ler class. © Several fimes during the mornmng 1 had to.
po into the kitchen where she was at work, and each
time her appearance impressed me more and more.  An
winotion of pity arose in iny hosem, as | saw her bending
over the washing tub, and remembered that, for this
hard labur during the whule day she was o get but 75
cents.  While in Ter presence 1 felt rebuked for my
rutuplainiy spirit.

At dinner Mrs. Partridge came to my romu, and
with a gentle. patient smile on her face, said:

I ovou have nw obje(:li(ms, ma'am, 1 would like
toorun home for o few minuies Lo vurse wy baby and
vive the children something to cat. Ul make up the
fhne.

“Go hyoall aneans. oveplied, "with an effort to
speal catimly,

The wonun turned and went quickly away.

“Run liome to nurse the baby and wive the children
sometinng foooeat The words went through and
through me. S0 unespected a0 reguest, revealing, as
itodid, the existence of such biting poverty in one who
was evideutly heaving her hard lot without a murmur,
made me feel ashamed of wvself for complaining “at
things which I ought to have borme with a cheerful
St f had a comfortable, in fact a luxurious, home,
a kinel and provident Lushand, and servants to do

evervthing in oy house.

L is owicked inome to feel as Todo. T ocould not
Lielp saring, as 1 made an effort to turn wway from the
pieture that was before ne. )

When Mes Partridee eame boek, wiieh was in
bt ialy an nour, Tosad o her

“Did ven find all safe at home U

CYoes. analaun. thank }'()U..J she answered (‘1!(‘(;1';

Lirliv,

Flow old s vour bil;)\‘ v

Fleven months ofd, ma mn.”
“ie vour husband liviug

No,oma'am ;e died more than o vear agol’
“TTow many ebifdren have vou >

CFPour

CAL vaune

T Yes, miaann. The oldest s oonly oo her tenth
vear, butl she is o good Little wirl, and takes care of the
baby for e almost as well as o grown person. T don't
ey what T owould de withont her” ’

“But are vou net afraid to leave them all at home
one, for =o fane a tuoe! )

" No, maar.  Jave takes oxeellent cave of them,
and she is g0 kind Urat they will obey her as well as they
do e, I am certainly blessed in having se good a
chuldy

“Aud only in her tenth year!  said [-the unage
of mv Alice coming befere my mind, with the thought
of the little use she would he as a nurse and caretaker
of her younger hrothers and sisters.

But how iu the world, Mrs. Partridge,” said 1,
"o you manage to provide for four cliildren, aud do for
thens at the same time?

“1 find it hard worlk,” she replicd @ “and sometimes
1 fecl discouraged for a little while : hut- by patience
and perseverance [ manage to get along.’

Mrs. Partridge went to her washing, and I sat down
in my comfortable voom, having a servant in every de-
partutent of my family, and ample means for the 5\11}}}1_‘{
of every comfort and luxary T could reasonably desire.

“1f she can get along by patience and perseverance.,’
aniedd 1 to mvself, it's a shawme for me fthat I can’t.’
Tt was not long before Netty eame info iy room, sayiuy,
ws she did so—

“ Mrs. Smith, whal froek shall T put on Alice?’

“The one with a blue sprig,” T replied.

SThat’s in the wash,” was auswered,
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