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On the Land

GENERAL.

The Masterton Co-operative Dairy Company made
a profit on ils year's operations of £1507 Ts dd.

Meat prices at
years.  Australian
years,

There are some curious old customs still holding
out in remote distriets of England (says the .lustra-
fasian). At Beeford, in Yorkshire, a wrass field of 11
acres, belonging to the cluaeeh, is let by bidding. A pin
is stuek into o candle, and the highest bid at the tinme
the pin falls takes the field for the wvear.  This year
bidding started at L£19, and the rector’s warden secured
the field for £21. The vent goes towards the repuir of
the church.

The weather still continues mild and springhike,
with occasional showers at night (savs the Fairlie corve-
spondent of the rwars Posry. An unusnal feature this
winter 1s the absence of snow on the hivh country after
these showers. Feed in the district is getting scarce,
and truck loads of mangolds and turnips are now he-
ginning to make theiv appearance from the south, The
farmers are able to cet seane of the sheep to the works,
and some of the trains lenving Fairle lately have had
bir loads.

Smithfield "are the highest for 25
meat prices are the highest for 50

Farmers in
(‘mnp}(‘te(l tharr
(dammara Moy,
the hard state o1
weather, but no
perienced.  The wren nnder wheat this year s eonsuder-
ably in execess of thar of last venr, and what has struek
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undercoins pireparation Teed in the
Tocality is vory =earee. but the root erans bave kept the
stock in very Jair condiiton,
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There entries 1 all departiments ai
Burnside las virdidl The
vardiag ineluded a Vew wolltinished builecks, and cattle
were sellinge st rront 1s to Dia por head above previous
week's rates. Quotations: Prime bullocks, U 195 1o
E16; extra prune, 1o U100 G medinm to vood, 13
10s to £ 14 1o Hoeho and antinished, £0 Tt £11 D+
prime cows and hetfeps, 11 1o £12 extra prime, to
A4 B medion teovoods B8 Tk Fat Sheep.
2789 varded.  The varding consizted of o fair
of gm;d welliers wid ~evers] pretis of !:('u\'_\'-‘.‘.'m“_-lﬁ' B,
The sale opened ahovnt T to 2270 lead below previous
week's  extreme  prives. and  vabues  continned  fivm
througliowd, vraziers taking scveral Tots of lieht welliers,
Quotations: Prime owether< 20 o 3020 extra
heavy, to 10 Ud s medimm G vond, 20 Bd Lo 205 Gd e
light: 218 10 22s Gz prime heavy ewes. 27 to 288 4d
extra heavy, to 30= 8d: mediwn vo gond, 229s {o 20x 8d:
light and agzwl, 155 1o I8s. Lambs. 1277 varded.
Freezing huvers wera aperating freely and o good sale
resulted, labs selling at Ts {o Ix Gd per head betler than
previous weel, Quoitations: Prime heavy lanhs, 225
to 24s Gd: extra prime, to 335 0d: madium 1o good,
10s to 21s Gd: light and unfinished, Tis to 178 Gd.
There was a [air supply of pigs, and prices were ahont
an a par with previons week's rates,

At Addington last week the varding of slock was
again on a moderate scale, and there was a good attend-
ance. Fat cattle were firmer, and there was a sharp
rise in fat lambs and fat sheepn. From an exporier’s
point of view it was the dearest market since the frozen
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meat trade started. Fat Lambs.—Prime lambs, 22s 6d
to 27 6d; medium lambs, 19s to 22s; lighter~ 12s to
18s 6d; extra prime lambs, to 23s 3d. Fat Sheep.—
Extra prime wethers, to 37s 3d ; prime wethers, 24s to
31s 9d ; others, 20s to 23s 6d ; merino wethers, 20s to 29s
7d ; extra prime ewes, to 37s 6d; prime ewes, 22s 6d to
30s : medium ewes, 18s 6d to 22s; inferior ewes, 13s 2d
to 18s. Fat Cattle. —Extra steers, to £27 15s; ordinary
steers, £9 to £12 10s; extra heifers, to £12 15s; ordin-
ary heifers, £6 to £9 5s: extra cows, to £15 104
ordinary cows, £5 17s 6d to £9 10s—price of ‘beef per
1001k, 305 to 44s; extra, to 46s. Pigs.—Exceptionaily
good haconers, to £5 6s 6d : heavy baconers, 70s Lo T6s;
Heht baconers, 55s to tbs—price per 1b, 64 to 6id.
Heavy porkers, 42s to 48s; light porkers, 36s to 40s—
price per 1b, 6d to GLd. Medium stores, 255 to 30s;
small stores, 18s to 24s; weaners, 6s (for small), to 143
(for extra good).

USE OF COMMON SALT A8 A FERTILISER.

Sore plants more than others are benefited by
dressings of salt applied to the snil. Thus mangold
wurzel and heetroot still preserve the ancestral love of
salt aequived from their ancestors which grew on the
seazhore. Tt Jias been calenlated that a crop of man-
volds removes s much ax 901 of common salt fyom the
.";IJ]:I‘

In garden practice it has been found that the
ceneral effect of the addition of common salt is to stimu-
late lenf-tissue.  Tighi applications of salt to a kitchen
virden makes the leaves of leftuces, cabbages, and
sarden plants generaily thicker and more succulent.

In agvienlture salt 15 oifen used as a manure. It
starts chemical changes which set plant food free, and
it atlracts moisture.  Hut its use requires care. When
strong, it poisens plants, and it is often used on garden-
ing paths for killing weeds.  Even when employed as
a dertiliser it often acts as a check on vegetation ab
Arst. i fias been remnrked that {he general effect of
sult one kitelen garden vegetables is to increase the
{hickness and «ize of fhe leaves, and it has heen pro-
posed £o e 10 svstematically in the case of those vege-
tahioss such as eabbages, where (he leaves are eaten.

FIKLD ENPERIMENTS.

An interesting ittle pamphlet, contmning a report
o fleld exporiments in the Clounty of Somerset, has
written by Mo 0 ML Burton, M.Se., County
Secretary for Agrienlture attached to the Agriculiural
Lnstrncthion Committee of Somerset. County Council.

As revards zeeds bav, it 18 shown that artificial
:h‘vx‘::in;'u have viven o ey 1);\}'ing‘ return when app]ie(l
to seeds iy, With reference to mangolds, the experi-
ments demonsleate that 3ewt per acre of salt added to
A complete mixture of arvtificials distinetly increases the
cstimated  profit pec acre. In former experiments
cirried oul i this counly over a series of years, it was
tod that the bost dressing for mangold given in
addition 1o one of dung was Zewt nitrate of soda, 3ewt
superphosphate, avd 5:Hewt of salt. At the present
time no betfer mixture can be suggested, though Jewt
sulphate of annononia might be substituted for lewt
nitrate of This wmust depend on the relative
prices of the two manures.

Touching the hest treatment {or swedes, as regards
practival recommendations, and keeping in view the
two ohijects of erowing a good evop of swedes and leaving
something in the ground for future creps, ihe dressing,
which on the past season's experiesce ean perhaps be
recommendad with greatest confidence, is 3ewt super-
phospliate and 2 ewt fine bone-meal.  Sueh a mixture
shows approximately a composition ol 1 per cent.
ammonia, 2 per cent. soluble phosphate, and 10 per
cent. insoloble phosphate.
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These cold nights it is an excellent thing to have a
TTEATER ‘

in the hedroom. By lighting one of our Kerosene il
Stoves for ten minutes the room becomes beautifully

warm.———-SMITIT & LAING, INVERCARGILL.

WO0O0D'S HEALING OINTMENT

A Soo_tl;mg and Healing prepara-
tion for all Eruptions and Irrita-
tions of the Skin. 1/6 & 2/6 P free

SOOTHING an
ASTRINGENT
ANTISEPTIC



