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TrURsDAY, JULY 22, 1915.

CORRESPONDENCE

[We do not hold ourselves responsible fur opiniona
erpressed by our corvespondents. )

IT.AC.B, SOCIETY.
To TEHE EDITOR.

Sir,—The order paper fur the half-yearly meeting
of the above society. to be held at Auckland on August
25 next, contains the following notices of motion:—

The D.E. to move—' FTliat the triennial movable
meeting, to be held*in the vear 19186, be postponed for
one year, er during the war (m order to ascertain the
views of branches 111919011) believine that,

‘{a) It 15 undesirable to hold the meeting because
of the consequent expense (over X&500) during the
strenuous time when so wany of our members arve on
active service our best efforts being put forth te pay
their contributions and so ensare the benefits of the
society to aur Drave bovs and ye-insure them so as to
save the funeral mund from the zevere strain possible
during such a terrible war, and

C(b) Ta consideration of members generally suffer-
ing more or less from the conseqnences of the war such
as dearth of cmplovment, awl inereased cost of living,
and further

ey Tnoconsideration of wur deereasing inemne ss
well as the increased outlay herein referred o oand the
extracrdinary duties devolving froan uen relation to
men on active zervice, duties which require vigilunee
and econstant stiention.’

The words in brackets, “in orvder to ascertain the
views of bLranches thercon, make this metion beaurtt-
fully vague.  Are the views of the bravches veguived
on the cﬁlesiiun of postponcient itself, or on the lenceth
of time of the postponement of the 1906 T M mweting !
As this erder paner has oo veecived tao late Tor any
branch halt-vearly mectine-, bow ave the views of the
hiranehios to be ohtained ¢ be 1t oar in 11115[—7\‘1';”“.\' Pyl
which the VB krows wil be oo DTOXY meetin. at owhich
a wajority ol the proxies e appointed Beothe DK
without the proxies recelving anv indication Drom tie
branchies thev represcnt of thieir views en this or any
othier subject! 11 1t 1+t the Lalf-vearly TV the
result goes witheut sayvine, but 17 on the other hand
the D.E. wishes the hranches U odisenss this guesiion
and forward their views to the T3 E <o thar the wishes
of the mnjm‘it_\' may be wviven eliver to, | very -11‘nn'_’1‘\'
recommcend the branches to oppose the wotion saud -
struct their \'l(‘l‘.'ﬁ\ilil':- [Illuxil", Groolierwise) to vaoto
against it.

The T.A. meeting of 1916 bas heen looked forward
to with verv kheen intercst by Thiberpians therovenout
the Dominion. as it i well kuown that ny i pertaot
matters which cencern the weil-boing and very Lite of
the societv will he broncht forward lor «liseussion o
that mcet‘inf_f. Taking the reasons the DO pat Qo
ward for postponing that neetine . what do we find:
(a) Tt is undesivable an the score ol expense (aver L5001,
because many o owr membors e on
and the D.EL best efforts are being put forward to pav
their contributions, cte. Jlow does the PLE. propose
to lessen the t\m-nw inoene vear’s tane (o when the
war is overi?  The representitive TOML weeting, held
al. Napier in 1903, decidest fhat the 1916 meeting shauld
bo held at Westport (whether that
unwise 1= not g omatter for discussion vow), and slnee
then 1 understand St Cantee’s branel (Westporty has
been making active preparations to eusure the success
of the meeting.  Surely the UE. does not hope or unti-
cipate bv postponing the T M. meetine to fileh from
the Westport branch the viecht of holdine the meeting
i its distriet, if not the expense will be the =ame in
one, two, or three years, therefore the plea of expeuse
goes hy the hoard. .

Then the D.E. pleads the best efforts bemg put
forth to pav the contribufions of the hovs at the front
and so ensure to them the benefits »f the society. This
is very plausible, but what is its value? The contribu-
tions of onr brave hovs are paid out of the interest

aclive service,

cholee was wise nr

accrued {rom the ' guarantee fund ' and their re-insur-
ance to the extent of one-half [rom the interest accrued
to the 'funeral fund,’ the other half by the Govern-
ment, and at best it mcans a cross entry in the books
of the D. E. Of course the D.E. must have the narmes
of all members who have gone to the front, but these
and the necessary details are supplied by the branch
secreturies, and as there is uo possibility of men being
called up dl]d hustled to the front in a week or ten days
(the time which might be occupied by the D.E, in
attending the T.M. meeting}, that reason is as effective
as the former.

(b} Dearth of employment and increased cost of
living.—1lere are more plausible but very lame excuses.
If our members are suffering from dearth of employ-
ment now, when so many thousands of men have gone
to the front, how are their lots to be bettered in one,
two, or three years’ time when many of our soldiers
have returned and are alse looking for employment?
Further, the war baving caused an increase in the cost
of living, 1s it not likely to be worse rather than better
in a vear's time!

(3 Decrease of ineome and Increased outlay, ete.
-—Surely the D.E. is not putting these excuses forward
in all sincerity for members to swallow without protest.
As L have already peinted ont, the distriet management
fund from which the expenses of the T.M. meeting are
patd, is not s=affering one penny loss from members
going fo the war, as thelr contributions are kept good
from the "'11:l1ﬂllf“(‘ fund,” which is a contingency
fund that is not dikelvy to be drawn en for its legitimate
nbject as long as the DUE. continues vigilant and active
for ihe welfare of the society, and which is now being
wiselv used for the benefit of our members who are
fichting onr battles,

As there is consequently no reasonable excuse for
the postponement of the 1918 T. M. meeting, T trust
the hranclies which have the hest intervests of the society
at heart will reject t]n\. motion, and insist on the
meeting being held ar the appointed time —T am, ete.,

J. J. I.. BUrke.

Wellington, July 165, 1915,

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

Ax Drse Caryonte.--We could not express an opinion
without first secing the stories. A poor person
v, of ecourse, Cwrite a book '; but if the book
1 of any size the co<t of printing would be heavy.

A Coxsranr Svsscwisei. Yes, vou ¢an buy an an-
nuity.  Ask at the nearest post office, and you will
be supplied with leaflets containing full particulars.

Depres Esro--A lieutenant’s pay in the German Army
rises from LG0 to £83, up to the sixth year, thence
up to £120 in the twelfth vear. A captain’s pay
rises from L£170 to £255. A German pastor has a
guaranteed mminimum dncome of £30 per annum,
t'ihillg 734 z'/t(‘ f‘mf rJf f‘l‘(ﬂif‘h’ )jrura' .\‘r_'t'f‘;r'f‘ to smne
three times that amount.  You will be able to judge
from these figures what reliance is to be placed om
the tale about chaplaing receiving £400 a year and
a free house.  Mnst European arnnies-—Frauce and
Ttaly are, for the thne belng, exceptions—have a
regulation requiring soldiers 1o attend every Sun-
day the scrvice of the Chureh to which they belong.
The regulation is not framed out of regard to any
particular Church, but purely ay a matter of gen-
eral principle.  The statement that German sol-
diers are required to attend Mass seventy times a
vear may be safely set down as an exaggeration.

POLISH RELIEF FUND

All'Lﬂ.dV acknowlcdged £117 2 0
Anml}mous . 2 0 0
Dr. A. Reid, ()pohl-u . 1 1 0
William Dowling, Seaward Downs.. 0 7 6
Davld Dowling, Seaward Downs 0 7 6
‘A Friend’ O 4 0



