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GARDENING NOTES

(By Me. J, Jovce, Landscape Gardener, Christchurch.)

SCIENTIFIC AND COMMON NAMES OF
PLANTS.

A great many people wonder why planis have such
strange botarical names, and c<annot understand why
they are not given simpler ones, which would be more
easily remembered.  Weil, therc is some sense in this
contention from the amateur’s point of view,  Every
hotanist, no matter ta what country le belongs, uses
the same language to designate the various plants and
the species to whiclk they Dbelong, and this practice
simplifies matters, and facilitates the ivlerchange of
ideas among scientists of various countries. 1t would
never do if au independent system of hotany was fol-
lowed in every count¥y.  Then every plant would have
a name according to the choice and funcy of the different
hotanists, which would result in geneval confusion.
Under ihe sclentific system of bolany every plant is
known by the same name in every civibised couniry, ro
that the aurseryman or scedsman can forward his
order to Spain, France, Tlaly, or Russia, and he will
have it filled as accurately as if e Dad sent it to the
most. trustworthy firnn in England. That is one ad-
vantage of plants having scientific aunes. Thev are
known by these Lo cvery professional gardener all over
the world.:  §0 an Engh=h gavdencr covs to a Toreign
country e is at howme with the phints which he sees
there, and the same is the with auyv Joreign
gardener who comes to an Enghisiispeaking country.
Putting all those things together, we must come {0 the
conclusion that it is fit and proper that plants should
bear the same scientific name 1n-every part of the workd.
Of course that does not prevent plants being viven focal
names. Lo jnstance, that favorite =pring fiower, the
primrose, is well known by every  Englishospeaking
jwrson, hut it is not known by that wane 1n oany other
cauntry. o that i vow sent to Chiva, ov Japan, oy
elsewhiere fur a primvese, they might send vou an oak
tree or soliething else.  OF cowrse, 11 they wndersiood
English and knew the plant. mutters wondd he il rici,
hut all business peaple ave not linguists,  On the cther
hand, i vou were i send for o prinmla to any of {hose
(‘ounh'ies: vou wonld in due eourse receive a primrose.
Na doubt, it is known lo each country under its local
name. So, foo, in every country the flowers are ealled
by the common names whicl the people have given Then,
but amongst professionuls they arve known by their
batanical namnes.  Perhaps, not one in a hundred of the
rural population ix acquainted with the botanical numes
of the most commoun flowers, Tt 1x, liowever,
uecessary for gardeners, nurserymen, aned sw(_lsmi_:n. that
they should be conversant with hotly the svienfific and
local names of plants.  And having given reasons how
necessary it is that there should be a universal svstem
of nomenclature for plants, T owill give a few exumples
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of these scientific’ terms, and their equivalents in the
English language.

As T have been making use of the primula for an
example, T cannot do hetter than to commence with it,
The Latin word prinues means the first, and as the prim-
rose is one of the first plants to bloom in the spring, it
is casy to understand how it got its name. Another
common plant we meet with every day is the New
Zealand fax. This 1s called phormium, from the
Latin word phormos (a basket), as it.was used by the-
Natives for making haskets.  Auolher very common:
little flower 1s the forget-me-not, called by botanists.
myosotis, from mus, a mouse, and ofis, an ear. It is.
saidl Lo have got this name from the resemblance of its:
leaves to the car of a mouse.  The literal translation
of ihe Latin name i1s mousc eav.  Passiflora is the name-
of the passion flower, from the Latin pessio (suffering),,
and fos (flewer). The name given lo the geranium is:
pelargonium, from pefirgos (a storky, az the ripe seed
resembles a stork’s bill. The Jupanese evergreen tree,,
retinespora plumosa, has got its name from the seed:
being reginous--petine (resin) and sporos {sced), whilst
the word phunoss weans plume-like. 3o that the name:
of this tree in English would be the resin-seed plume:
tree. One of onr fir trees is called picea Nordman-
niana, which in plain Enelish means Nerdman’s pitch
tree.  The hlue gnm irec s called encalyplus, from ew
(pood), and Aefypto (coveringy, rveferving to the calyx,
havine o covering or cap owhich Talls off when the
flower expands.  The canmwon cabbage {ree is named
i, froan rakor, a0 female dragen, for if the
tree Ixowonuded the juice cmitted hecomes a hard, dry
cum, having the same properfies as the resinous sub-
stance known ax dragon’s blood. The toi Lol is called
arwiedo conspicua, the word grend/o being the Tatin for
reed.

I think what T bave said and the examples T have
siven will show  how mportant and necessary it is
that there <hould be it recopnised and universal system
of naming plants - systen) which facilitates commereial
transactions helween  various countries, and llelps te
promate the exchange of Ideas lweiweenn bolanists all
aver the world,

SYMPATIY.

If there is one person who deverves sympathy 8
is surely he who suffers from chronic colds. A sudden
change in the weather or going out into the night air
from a heated room, is guite enough to bring on the
trouble. TUsnally the tendency to cateh cold is due
to a generally run-down condition, and the treatment
shmdld take the form of z tonic like BAXTER'S LUNG:
PRESERVER. Ft is pleasant to take, gives sure
results, and is quite harmless; for children and adults
you cannot find a better cough cor cold remedy. 1/10
a bottle from all chemisis and stores, or by post direct..

prre——eee J . Baxter & Co., CHRISTCHURCH.

SPECIAL No. 1,
30 dozen Ladies’ Fine Embroidery Trimmed
PRINCESS UNDERSEIRTS—hought by private
tender. Worth 8/6. Post free, 5/11.

SPECIAL No. 3.

50 doz. RED CROSS WHITE NURSE APRONS,
Cut Wellington price—‘ The Nora,” 1/2; ‘The
Roas,’ 1/6}; ‘The Nightingale,’ 1/10.

All full eut; round bib, and pocket.

Posb free to cuatomers mentioning the Tablef.

SBPECIAL No. 2.
Ladies PURE ‘'LLAMA* HOSE, embroidered.
‘Tndians’ on each pair. Worth /11, At omr
cut price, post free, 1/7 pair. :

S8PECIAL No. 4.
Our RUSTLESS HEALTH CORSETS, to fit any
figure—latest shapes; medium or low over bust or
over hips; guaranteed wear; grey or white—5/11,
6/6, 7/6, 8/11. Btrong Working Corsets, 1/11

The Place for Bargains

48-50 Manners Streset
WELLINGTON




