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-Office is not utterly bankrupt of brains and vision, 1%
will seize the golden oppertunity, and render a service
to the Enmire the beneficent influence of which will be
felt not merely in the immediate crisis, but alse in the
brighter davs that are to come,

Registration of Catholic Schoo’s

During the past week or two, the heads of our
Catholic schools, both primary and secondary, have
been in receipt of circulars from the Education Depart-
neent, or from the lecal Eduoeation Board, drawing ther
attention to certain chauges cifected by the new Bduea-
tion Act of last year. parviienlarly i the divection of
making provision for the vegistration of schools, and
advising them to make appheation to the Director of
Education, Wellinglton, ta have the schools under their

charge registered ; and as some of our teachers are not
very favorably circumstanced for mastering the  de-
tailed enactnients of the bulky, comprehensive, and

revolutionary measure which is now o foree, they mav
be in some perplexily as to the exact bearing of the
adyice which has been given them, and as 1o the course
which it is proper fur them to pursue. In spite of the
labyrinth of clauses and sub-clauses 1 which the pra-
posals are embodied. the siluation I» w realily quite
simple, and Catholic teachers need not hesitate 1o
comply with the suggestion i tie circulars, and to muke
application, in torms of the Act, to have their schools
registered.
»

The priveipal section of the Aer to which the eip-
culars direct altention s 154, and
thoe more important clauses. (1} Where the
or managers of any private scirool apphy to the Theector
to have such mspected by oan tnspector, the
Divector shall therenpon arrance for the ims=uection of
such school to be conducted s Dke mauner as ¢
inspection of publlc sebucis o seeendary schoels) as
ease may be: and a copy of the mspeotor s vepert <hali
be sent to the teaclhiers oo

Section we o guoty

teachrrs

sehaod

mrers of the secheol,

(3y 1t the sentor in=pector repertz tloe <uch <elind g
efficient, the Uirector =0 nrthaw it cavt<e snedy sl

to be recisterc:l as qon R
registered serondary schionl DAL
clent eans, in FreEpeui ol s e that e

prewises, stafl, and equipiient Cate suitaiste anel s vt
and that the justruction
sehinol or secondary TIEASERITE

{5y O the :'L‘w'f}ll DRy bl o0 tetead ooy e
SEILOY  INspector i o
fulfils the preserthod comiiiom
clave 1hat
primary or seceariary ool ol

P4 eBbetent oo b

sehiead, as the epee

that

LY recee oo

e

ey oy e

sl

ER RPN L PR

from thwe Dt af vecisterel wolioizs aecordn
The Divector =ball pabb=h i b
nat exceodines aie o ver, o Lot o s cebient L

the:

new et conteminiate s that
] i

beine vectdered under

effect, that the

socien, This

all sehands o T resitene 3wl e g
1o bBeine bhe pare ca-o rove, at leesi, oas
primary selid oowhiton o el 1e e

;_{l;i]'ingﬁ\' e Tovtle v ool Hirsme 0
which ave alrendy sidhyect 1o =tate

tton will e effecste

athede aenans

Thspectian, revistea

m--u-‘_\' S :nlllr“ﬂ'[llll'l\ T e
hvectonr oF Fedueais on, qid 1o ecuye thia apphication s
the o e od P crealars owhich e b
SOLL [T |2 to Sy Catholie sehoot
S printary whop o1 ot ovet sul-
Jeet ta State v sl owhielh the teachers destire

to have registere Lo b will Be e oy Goomadie appliva-
tinn to the Dircctor of Bedbveaiior 1o have suely sehool
mmspected bovoan nawector s an L the Latler’s report s

sabisfactory the selool B0 G ribwith rectstered by the
Direetor. Repiztration s not ahaolutely (".tltlfﬂl],‘:n‘l‘\' I
Cathelic «chnals, buat it o5+ :
speaking, no [

”('Hl‘}\'
will cannt
poses of The camoul-cry Jdenses of the Act
regisiered Flhere 14, incdead, o provision --in
Seetion 60, Clause [ Sub elause () whereby a parent
may oblain a cerlificate of exemption for a ehild if he
can show that * the child s elsewhere under instrucetinng

ey w01 Bvoadly
R T e P TTLER R for the

if nat at oa

I_)ll!'

sehionl

as regular and as efficient as in a registered school’;
but the provision is evidently meant to apply to the’
cage of individual children, and could hardly be used
for the purpose of securing exemption for a whole
school.  Practically, then, al} Catholic primary schools
will find it necessary to be registered, The principle
of the new Act is: All inspected schools shall be regis-
tered and all registered sehools shall be inspected. The
principle applies, also, to-sccondary schocls, but there
15 no element of compulsion 1 their case; the onmly
penalty [or non-registration would be that the unregis-
tered secondary sehonl wonld not be likely to be
proved ' for scholavship purposes.
*
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The only seeming drawback o the registration
scheme s that, on paper al least, it gives thic inspector
a power to interfere in the matter of ‘the premises,
stafl. and equipment” of Cathohie scheols which he has
not- lind hithertn, and which, 1f arbitrarily exercised,
might conceivably ceeasion trouble and aneonvenicnce.
1t should be noted, however, that the mispectar 1s called
npon to (‘l_-rtli'_\" not that ihe [II'PIlliSL“i, stafl, and (‘([Ili])f
tent are of the most complete and np-to-date character
pessible, but merely that they are ‘suitable and efli-
ctent . the inspector exerciges his power in a reason-
able manner it 15 in the best interests of the Catholic
body that any defects nnder these heads should  be
promptly remedied—we have absolutely no interest in
maintaining other than a high standard in these mat-
ters,  If, as is extremelv nnlikely —for the inspectors,
as a body, are amongst the most reasonable and faiv-
minded of men- - this should at any time he
exercized 1 a really unreasonable and arbitrary fashion,
there are wavs aud means of veutiiating -the mjustice,
aned of securing redvess. In these davs of free press,
Cathahe Federation, and ready aceess lo Munisters,
nispectors of schools ave ax amenable to public eriticism

where iliere s vround for it and 1o depa]-t,—
seatal correction as any other body of publie servants,
The definite advantaves asceruing {o {(‘atholic schools
wild weenn to outweish any shight possible danger nuder
Ve now arrivhoement.
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These advantages ave as follow:

L Cattolie sehools are sow to s certain extent to he
foeorpernted nd o given o olficidiverecounised  place
aud osiatns in the cencesl edueation svetem of  the
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Gty mere fact of reciadration amounts to a
that the " premses, staff, and
fhese schoels ave  =uniable and efficient.”
“the instruetion isoas efficient asoinoa public
the 12y Punils of registered
Cattobe schocds will mow B elieible, on the same ferms
coppils o to comp=ie for hoth
(5 Sebholarships are
Ca(Stade) sevondary sehool or its equiva-
bent apnaoved hiv the Minister,” By the mere facl of
revisorattan, every registered Cathelic secondary sehool
1oodeclared an Ceguivatent T oto the Stafe institution,
Lot a sehool at whieh
Eetle Juntor and Sentor Scholarships may he faken outl.
Sy Besstered Catholie sehonls may, on the application
of Aherr amanager, recelve free medical inspeclion of
papils on preetsely the same footing as the  public
primary sehools. These advantages still fall short of
camplete justice to Catholies, bat at least they are auw
testolinent.
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L conpection with the last-mentioned benefit, we
veeall that. for some myvsterivus and  unstated
reason. the Legislative Council attempted to deprive
Untholic schools of the coucession of free medical inspec-
tion. and that we owe it largely Lo the energetic protest
of Mr. G WL Ruissell, member for Avon, thai the right
was retsined.  We quote from the Hwnserd report of
Mo Bussell’™s snecch on the point: ¢ Another amend-
ment he desired o refer to, and which was sufficiently
mportant to deserve attention, was that in elause 134,
dealing with medical  inspection. The Legislative
Couneil had struck out the following sub-clanse : L (6)
The manager of anv registered private primary school
may avply to {he Divector for the medical inspection of
the school and of the pupils thereof, and the Director
may arrange for such inspection accordingly.” Why had
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