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time, the Federation cannot hope to cope with them,
and even if it could, the benefits cenferred, owing to
the short tihme the men are in camp, are not com-
mensurate with the time and trouble entailed. There
is ne doubt real good and lasting work can he doue
among large assemblies of Catholic men, such as occur
at Trentham, and we should thus, in the opinion of your
executive, direct all our energies and resources there.
It is with much pleasure that yonr executive receive
periodical reporis from Mr. Archey, director of the
Burnham Industrial School, concerning the welfare and
placing out of Catholic boys. At our request, Mr,
Avchey places our boys, when sent out to service, iu
Catholic homes, and always, as far as practicable, with-
in easy distance of a Catholic church. Your execu-
tive accepted the Dominion Couneil's levy of £40 to-
wards the cost of erecting and equipping the Catholic
institute at Trentham, and in twrn asked for a coun-
tribution of £1 frem all hranches of the Federation in
this diocese towards this worthy ohject. As the trea-
surer’s statement will show, many have not responded,
and, although a swin of £26 has been advanced, a great
proportion ol this amount has been drawn from our all
too slender resaurces. The zeal and activity of the
Timaru branch has been several times in evidence in
reporting upon objectionable picture films, and aunti-
Catholie literature, and we have rendered what assist-
ance we could i these natters, the vesults of which
will no doubt be disclused by the delegates to this
meeting from that branch. A very cordial reply was
received from his Lordship Dishup Cleary to resclutions
passed at the last Qudf-vearly meeting, eulogising his
Lordship's wonderfullv surcessiul ellurt= fu the interests
of the Catholios tn this Dominier.  An Itinerary was
framed, covering the crgaiiser and general secretuary's
tour of the divees,

This was adheved to as far as
pessible, and the results are best known 1o the coni-
mittees of the various nurishes visited.  Genevally as a
result of Mp. Gl Butelier's tour, thie brancnes of
the Federation have been incrcased to 33, several being
now located In some scattered parishes. Practically
the whole of Canterbury and Westland has now been
organised. Your exeeative take this opportunity of
expressityg pratlituwde to the priest~ of the diocese for the
hospitality and grestiv aporeciated help oxtended to te
Grganising

seeretary duriug his tear.
Catholiv Girls” Clab and Huostel

Perhaps tiie mast hmportant step the Federation of
this diceese las tuken =ince the last paif-yearly meeting
is  the wopening of  the Catholic Gk’ Club, wt
34 Cranmer  square,  and,  as  this  very  lmport-
ant  work las been the innocent cause of ueh
adverse  critichsni, we  nust clalin o veur  indulgence
for a few minutes while we as shortly as possible give
the history of this muvewent up to its present staye.
The Diocesan Council executive in the early part of
last year called a mecting of ludies of the Cathedral,
Bt Mary's, and Lyttelton parishes together, and at
that nieeting a committee was set up to woerk 1o con-
junction with the Lmmigration Comunittee in Welling-
ton, and to be known as the Christehureh Lmmigration

Committee.  The president of the Diccesan Cuounell
was appointed temporary ehairman, and Miss Johnston
secretary—a positivn she has filled ever since. Ths

committee soon recomuised the urgent necessity of estab-
lishing a suitable Catholic Lome for girls on arrival
hiere, and alse a roomn where they, and nther Catholic
girls, wight meet on their free alfternoons and even-
ings. This necessity suggested the next step, and the
Immigratien Conunittee invited several Christebureh
(atholic ladies to meet them and discuss the advisa-
bility of reniing a room which lad been offered at a
very nominal vent, and setting up na Catholic girls’
c¢lub. The result was that a much larger committeo
was formed, some of whom accepted the finauncial re-
sponsibility of the venture. The first move of this com-
mittee was to approach our late Bishop, and ask his
advice before starting the club. iis Lordship ex-
pressed himself as very pleased with the movement,
gave it his blessing, and prowmised a subscription. They
also called on the Vervy Rev, Dean Hills, who also

gave his consent o the work, and a subscription towards
the funds. ‘So the movement began with the blessing
and consent of the Church, and was simply a bhranch of
the Federation activities. The room was seon after
taken, and a club, where Catholic girls were made wel-
come, was launched, under the able presidency of Mrs.
George Harper. At the annual meeting last year, the
council decided, by resolution, that the funds of Federa-
tion were not available for immigration committee work,
50 if that branch of the Federation work was to develop,
it was, 1n some wav, lo finance itself, from what source,
was not stated.  This decision was most illogical, as
we were practically asking a committee of ladies to
carry on an important hranch of Federation work, and
teiling thein at the same time, not to Iook to us for
fivancial support.  This resolution of the council had
a very far-reaching effect, a= it ihwew the whole financial
responsibility en the shoulders of the enlarged immigra-
tion commiitee, and practically ent the movement off
fraom the Federation. The position to-day 1s that no
finaneial assistance 15 vequired or asked for: recognition
ia their only requesl.  After cccupving the clubrocin
For three months it was guite evident that & girls' hostel
or boarding-house, in addition te the clubroom, was
mueh needed. Suitable premises: weve found, and,
after giving the matter mueh thought, thiee of the
ladies of the committee signed a lease Tor one vear, and
therchy became finunciallv vesponsible for the rent.
The next and most.important step was the selection of
a suitable matron for the elub.  In connection with tlis
watter, Miss Jolston {the secretary of the conimittes?
was approached, and, with her sister, ronsented to leave
their eomfortable honie, and move all their furniture,
etes, and tale charge of the Catholle Girls” Club. The
Miszes Johnston have means of thenr vwn, and were in
no wiv in need of the appointment, and, in accepting
the position, Miss Johnston  was merely continuing
the active, useful, ®t. Vincent de Paul life, which she
has ecarried our in ML Mary's pavish fer very many
vears. No ether consideration had any weight with
ber but the gond of the cause, and the carrying out of
this hranch of the Catholic Federation work. The
ciub was formally opened on the afternoon of April 10
(but had actuaily been in operation since March 19y,
quite a larpe pathering boing preseut. The president,
Muys. Harper, made a nice dittle speech, and Lady
Clifford, who, with Sir George Clifford, had given u
very genercus danation to the funds, declarved the club
(:pe-n,‘and wished 1t suecess.  The ladies’ eommitise still
take au active part in the poliey and management of
the club, and have regular meetines at which the matron
furnishes full x‘epm'l?. In additton an advisory com-
mittee of ventlemen, under the ehamrmmanzuip of Mr, K,
Harper, has beeu set up, who visit the club, examine
the acconnts mivd books,  The president of the Diocesan
Couneil has o seat on this committee to form the con--
necline link hetween the ¢lub and the Federation. The
many  insenavable difienlties o conneelivn with the
bringing into existence of such au institution  have
heen overcome, and the ¢luly is now ranuing smoothly
along true Catholie lines, There ix a home for the
fmmigrants an their arrival, whether ihev ure in a posi-
tion fo pav or net, and for Catholic girls out of work,
and 2 comiortable Catholic home for eirls visiting
Christchurch from the country and otlier centres. The
Reosary 1s recited cach evening aiter dinner, and an
edifving sieht it 15 to see the club o well represented
at the altar rails, nof enly an Sundavs nt alo on week
davs.,  We sav all bonar ta the tadies who have brought
thie club o ity present stage in the fzee ol wany difil-
culties.  We. as memhers of the Catholie Fedevation,
owe them a deep debt of gratitude for faeine what we
were afraid to fare —viz.. the finwveing of o virls’ Cath-
alie elub and hostel.  Much nore eould be gaid ou the
subject, but the foreroine will suflice 10 define the posi-
von of the institntion. We have to thank Mr. Wall
(secretary of St. Mary's pari=h conunittee) for openine
the books and setting them ount in correct methaod. Tn
the capable hands of the manageress every cave will he
taken that acconnts will be kept in every detail on the
lines laid down by that gentleman.




