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The Famjly Circle

A PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS.

A penny for thy thoughts, sweet boy,
Who smilest up at nie,

Thy father craves the simple joy
Of sharing thoughts with thee.

His miud must hold a lot of things,
As life's great scroll unfurls.

Less bright than those which lisping hrings
From underneath thy curls.

Ro tell him of thy childliood s wealth,
Thy toys and triends and games;

He loved them all, ere age in stealih
Filled him with meaner aims.

Relate to hiim" héw thou hast lost
A wager, ov at piay :

Twere comtord gamed ot trifline cost
He's met defeat to day.

The world has leercd on Lo in scorn,
His friends have passed him by,
Al many o load thy fadher’™s horne

To lighe thy infancy.

To give thy Jittle hody grace
And strvength and manly size,

To bring the rose red (o the eheeis,
The firve to thine eves,

Th.\' oo, !JH_\'. i ocane To (hoad,
And owe must fight alone

Asleep v seun ! I and of Naod,
et chibdbond claim its own.

T see in every blocd Ht curve
My MaveTs Ingiee Tair

el woble heart=, twere Jew ta e
I kiss thy wotier’s hadr,

Lei aupels show thee Toryland,
Where mother Dives to-day
Porold dhe dimpled hand on hamd,
Ah, God' I, ton, wiil prav.
Weep him as pore in adier vears
A when he e trom Then,
And he'll not brine las father tears,
Or shame her memory,

A Beny for Hl}' thoucrhis, sweet Hn_\‘_
At rest in slumiber's span

Thy father hath no creater jov
Than thee. bis Titile man,

ORTGIN OF SOME PORPULAR PIIRASES.

A wative o the Enerald Isle s =aud to he respon-
sihle for the l'l‘l'll'-‘lh(‘. '(';11('|1i||g_ a Tartar.  1n a hattle
an lrishman catted oul to his officer 1 have caught a
Tartar!™ * Bring bim here, then)” was the veply. © Ile
won't let me ! rejomed Pat, and, as the captive carred
oft liis captor, the suving cansed much amusement, and
has been a popular plirase ever since,

Auvone who has witnessed the manufaciure of «
rustic whistle can be al no loss for the origin of the
saying, © Ag clean as o whistle” A piece of young ash
or willow, about fowr uches Ione and the thickuess of
a finger, is hamnmered all over with the handie of a
knife until the barvk is disengaged from the wood and
capable of being drawn off. A netch and a cut or
two having been made in the stick, the cuticie-is re-
piaced and the instrument is completed. When strip-
ped of its covering, the white wocd, with its colerless
sap, presents the very acme of clearness.

The phrase, ‘' As right as a trivet,” seems to have
its origin in the fack that a trivet, or any other utensil
with three legs or points of support, will invariably
stand firm, although these may not be exactly of the
same height or length.  The case is, however, different
with a four-legged stool, considerable skill and aceuracy
being required fo ensure it vesting on all four legs at
once.

With regard to the saying © As mad as a hatter,’
one is at a loss to understand why a hatter should be
made the tvpe of insanity, rather than a tailor or a
shoemaker, An authority, however, explained the
origin in the following ingenious way. The French
compare an incapable or weak-minded persen to an
oyster. ‘e reasons like an oyster,” they say, and it
1s sugpesied that, through the similavity of sound, the
French Zwifre may have given occasion to the English
“hatter.”  Tvrom A roisonue comme wne hbtre’ may
have come out * As mad as a haiter.

" Bating humble pie’ ix a phrase which really arose
from the corruption of ihe word  umibles’ or ‘numbles,’
the coarser parts of a decr killed 1n hunting, which,
when made mto a pie. were formerly reserved for the
lower hunt servants: while fcooking his goose’ is a
phrase which originated when the King of Sweden, on
approaching a hostile town, excited the contempt of
the imhabitants by the sinallness of his army. To ex-
press this they hung out a goose for him to shoot at,
wherenpon the king set fire to the town to ‘ cook their
gf“lFL—'.,

The conmnoen phrase, “ Tuft-honter’ is applied to a
person whe secks the society and apes the manners of
those far ahove him in the social seale.  The question
1+ often asked how the word “tuft ’ came to be used in
this connection. Tt 15 smid by some authorities that
the phvase took ifs rise at the Universities of Oxford
and Caanbridge, where at one time the young nohlémen
wore o peeuliorly formed cap with a fift, which pre-
=umably atiracted hangers-on.

ftoas velated that “ Hobson's choice’ arose from
the fact that TTobson, a noted eavrier in Cambridge,
wonld onlv let out his hovses and coachies for hire in
rotittion, reitsiug to allow his customers to choose, a
cuztorer heing compelled to take 1he horse nearest the
Thns if beeame enstomary, when anvthing was
Foveed wpon one, fo sav ' Hobson's choice.?

o,

HARD ON THE WITNESSES.

A ostreel brawl ocenrved one day, and a number

wl the peave breakers were apprehended aud brought up

Far trial hefore the Batlie.  After witnesses had been
examined pro and con, ihe Bailie curtly decided,

ClHalieseroon apieec ! against all concerned, wit-
wesses and prisosers ahke !

O course this decision was ealled in question by
the witnesses, who submitted ihat they were in no way
connected with the disturbanee, but were simply on-
lookers.

But the Bathie was inexorable It disna matter a
buttou, ve had nae business there.  IHalf.a-eroon a-
peee, or ten dayst

A FRIEND OF THE FAMILY.

When Miss Ann Pickett dropped in on her neigh-
bory Mrs. Spicer, and found her moping over the frag-
ments of a alt vase, Miss Ann svinpathised pener-
ously. Tt must have been quite a costly vase,” she said,
looking admiringly al the pieces.

“No, at only cost two shillings,” Mrs, Spicer ack-
knowledged.  * "Taint that T feel so bad about.’

“Maybe it was o pift that you prized because of
associations

Mrs. Spicer shook her head.  *Jim and T bonght it
over 1 Tompkinsville a long time ago; T prized it
hecause 1t was such a saving to the family. The first
year we had it T kept it on the front shelf for a general
ornament ; then when Jim’s birthday came and T hadn’t
anvything else handy to give, T gave him the vase for his
own, Next Christinas, instead of paying out good
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