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strength of 39. The fate of parties will thus, in the
. last resort, depend upon the action of this astute and
uncommunicative Maori from the North, who will enjoy
for a time at least the sensation of being a person of
_the very first importance. If, as is anticipated, he
throws in his lot with the Government, Mr. Massey will
have a bare majority of one—an unsatisfactory position
at any time, and more than ever so in the critical period
through which the country and the Empire are passing.
. The position would not be bettered in this respect should
the Northern ‘king-maker’ elect to vote against Mr.
Massey ; for-in that-event any new Government that
could be fermed—harring, of cowrse, fle unlikely possi-
bility of a Coalition Government-—would still be left
with a majority of only a single vote. A fresh general
election at the present juncture would amount to noth-
ing short of » scaudal; and members, we may readily
believe, will be as little anxicus as the public for
another contest and ancther strenuous wooing of the
electors. Uunder the eircumstances we may hazard a
tolerably safe conjecture as to what is likely to happen,
An early opportunity will be taken to divide the Ifouse
- on strietly party lines: and the party which wing on this
fivst test diviston will be allowed to ocenpy the Treasury
benches in peace, at least until the conclusion of the

WAT. -
*

The lessons which have been most strikingly Din-
pressed upon the public as the result of the recounts and
election petitions wlich followed the general election
are the astounding extent to which our elections are
vitiated by grave blunders and irregularities, and the
urgent need for a fundamental reform of our whole
system of electoral representation.  lu this connection,
Mr. P. J. O'Regan has given us a ueeded and timely
reminder of the circumstance—which the war had
“caused most of us to overluok-—that we have already
on the Statute DBook “at Jeast a sl instulment of the
desired reform -iir the fact that the Legislative Council
is now elective, and will be elected under the veneraliv
approved system of proportional vepresentatiowu. The
first electicn of members of the Council ix to take place
sinyltaneously with the firer election of members of the
House of Representatives held after the first day of
January, 1916, and every five vears theveafter. i
there 15 a dissclution the election wiil be held at the
same time as the election of members of the 1llouse.
The task of electing the members of the Couneil will be
entrusted to these mbabitants of New Zealand who ave
entitled to vote at. an election of a member of the
House in any electoral district within the electoral
division.  TFor the purpoese of the ¢lection of members
of the Council, New Zealand is divided into four elec-
toral divisious, to be kuown respectively as the First
Electoral Division, the Secoud Electoral IXvision, the
Third Electoral Division, and the IFFourth Electora!
Division.,  The Fust Electoral Division runs, roughly,
from the Bay of Islands to Ilawke’s Bay: the Secoud
Electoral Division includes the rest of the North Tsland:
the Third Electoral Division <overs Nelson, the West
Coast, and Caunterbury Provinee dowa to Ashburton:
and the Fourth Electoral Division comprises the re-
mainder of the South Island, At the first election
there will be seven moenbers for the First Division, seven
for the Secoud, five [ovr the Thivd, and five for the
Fourth. At every election after the first there will be
elected 40 members, 1 [ront cacli of the Fast and
Second Divisions (making 22 {or Lthe North Island), and
nine from euch of the Third and Fourth Divisions
{making 18 for the Routh Txland).

*

In regard to the method of voting, the Legislutive
Council Act provides for preferential voting, on the
lines of what 1s known as the Single Transferable Vote
system.  The voter must place in the squares opposite
the names of the candidate the figures 1, 2, 3, ete., so0
as to indicate the oxrder of preference. A candidate,
to ensure election, need not poll a majority, but only a
certain proportion of the votes cast.  This proportion,
which i3 the least number of votes sufficient to render
certain the election of a candidate, is called the Quota.

This quota is ascertained fquite simply by dividing the
total nummber of the votes by one more than the number
of seats to be filled, and adding .one to the result.
To take the illustration employed by Mr. O’Regan: In
the Fourth Electoral Division, comprising, roughly, the
soutdern half of the South Island, there are five mem-
bers to'be returned at the first coming election.  Sup-
pose that 30,000 votes were cast.  The returning officer
would add one to the number of seats, which would
bring the number to six. He would divide six into
the number of votes cast, 30,000, which would give as
the result 5000, to which would be added one, making
the queta in this particular case 5001. Any member
securing that number would be declared elected, whereas
under the system hitherto in vogue a candidate would
require to poll 15,001 votes to be successful. More-
over, the system of preferential voting provides for the
transfer of votes from candidates who have obtained
more votes than they need te sccure the required quota.
The surplus votes of those candidates who have received
nmove than the quota are transferred to the -unelected
candidates indicated by the figures 2, 3, and so on, as
the next preferences of the electors whpse votes are
trausferred ; and the candidates lowest oun the poll are

.oue afler another eliminated by transferring their votes

in accordance with the wishes of their supporters to
the candidates indicated as next preferences.  Thia
process is continwed until the required nwnber of can-
didates, having each obtained the quota, have been
declared elected.  Thig operation renclers all votes effec-
tive : votes are used and not wastee.

%

The merits and advantages of this system have been
already explained and expounded in our columns; and
our present purpose is merely to draw our readers’
attention to the fact that the svstem is now actually on
our Statute Book so far as the Tegislative Council is
voncerned, and that an election nnder its provisions will
take place at ue very distunt date.  So long as the war
continues, the present Parliament will no doubt hang
together : but so seon as the crisis is vver, party activity
will at onee begin to wake itsell felt, and a general
clection for both (hambers may be precipitated at any
time. 1t will be well, therefore, for electors to be on
the alert, and for possible or prospective candidates to
be making their preparations,

Notes

———a—
Offensive Letters ‘

For some time past most objectionable and in-
sinuating letters, in=which priests, uuns, and orphan
inmates figured as the prineipal actors, have been re-
ceived Ly various people in Wellington—needless to
say, to their intense annovance and disgust. The police
have had the mwatter in hand for some time, but it was
not until recently that a crue was obtained and pre-
ceedings instituted.  We give elsewhere a full report of
the caxe as heard in the Magistrate's Court, from which
it will be zeen that the Magistrate hicld the charge to
be fully proved, and imposed a fine of £10 and costs. As
notice ol appeal Lias Leen given, the case must be re-
varded as stilt sub jedier, and we are therefox‘q pre-
clnded Troms commenting upon it, further than to ex-
press our keen satisfaction, and that of all decent-
minded people, that steps are being taken definitely and
finally Lo put a stop to such a morbid and disgusting
practice,

A Military Man on Cardina! Mercier

Colonel F. N, Maude, C.B., the well-known writer
on military matters, gives great praise to Cardinal Mer-
cler's famous Pastoral in an article which he contri-
buted to a recent issue of the Sunday Times. A copy
of the Pastoral was sent to the Colonel by a corre-
spondent, and he was so much struck by his first sight
of it that he quoted a column of the text. Colonel
Maude says of the Pastoral: ‘It is not given to many,
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