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A GREAT IRISH ASTRONOMER

>
Another interesting book of the week is the
Reminiscences and Letters of S Robert Bull, edited
by his son, Mr. Valentine Ball (writes the London cor-
respondent of the Addrveate). The genial, witty, and
learned Hibernian astronomer - one ot the most delight-
ful of the mauy lecturers T have lLieard at both euds of
the earth—had only partially written his recollections
when he passed away, but he had compiled a consider-
able collection of notes and documents for future use.
This material s son has turned to excellent account,
and the combined result 1s a mest readable and enter-
taining volume, Sir Robert Balt came from a fanuly
long asscu(‘mted with the town of Youghal—locally pro-
nounccd like " yawl.’ 111y parents intended him for
the Church, but the fates decreed that the study of
the stars should be lus vocation in iife. He savs:
‘ Shartly after leaviugr senunl [ owas given 2 copy of an
introduction to aatl()ll()]]l\' by Mitcheil, whichi is known
by the name of 1A/ Grbis of fearen. I owell remenm-
ber sitting up to the small hours of the moruing devour-
g this book. Lt delighted me, as few books lve
ever dowve, before or since.” By aund Dy Le was asced
to become tutor to the sons of Lovd Rosse, who hiad just
set up his great telescope: 1 saw 1 s eitler an
opportunity for studying astronomy wicder the very bl
auspices. 1 alse vealized that acreptonce of {his post
would euable me 1o become acguaintvd wille seient
things and with leading men of soenee. b Trining
my veply, T explained that vy elassios, Lo put 1t mkdly,
were very shaky. but that 1T would de iy best.7 This
decided his fate, for it put bhim definitelv on the voad
of being aun A.~hm1<>111¢_-1. grel he tells us thar when he
berau studying the heavens tronzi Lord Bosse’s Pl
scope -— Nothinr amuzal me =0 dnuels as the ext
ordinary speed with o swhicis the oo
at my wateh michi show 10w fonopast 2
next drew it from ooy pociceet,

LU

pitssed A Teak
When 1

Al whal secmed e srens

interval of tine, it wonld show had) past i O o
third oceasion L owould fiod 1t ten mnures S0 20 T s
times followed Hersclel s strennons exmnnie, el ve-
mained obhserviug
Siv Rabert Bali < fanee o< oan astronoey o Teedanid
and the mest popuiar writer of books on e soenee
of the stars led 1o Lis aggws
Astrononmy in the University of Cianbridee 2 i nitied
post, which e o upsieel untid the ed s of e Tite.
gave him a goud deal of feisure Tor Teeturinge, arad dins
the winler season e wis 1o constant demand noitu
apacity, Divariably
whom he expounded the wondlers af the lieavens i Teewd,
popul.n lanrwge and witly o raey, mresteant, Thiherninn
Lrozue. While heteling the oliiee af Roval Astvonoeer
in Dublin, he Jad an ineimate roerad and coneental e
pamion su the witty  Pather Healvo parisin pricsl ot
Bray, coneerning whom S Robert remarks: - One
servant conked the dinmer and broucht it te table.  No

fronn dusk Lo daw

Htnrent to the Claee of

drawinge  crowoed  audicnees, io

one ennled divine low the vuests were watted an. Fhe
attendance appearsd o provide =cll i some wav oor
onther, 1 used to be satd that on one oveaston an

officer of the Guards looked round for a servant to
take his coat and hat when he entered the house, but
the hoet came forward and said 1o him: - You kuow
those footmen of mine all guve notice and leit on the
spot when they heard yvou were COmL. Faiher 11ealy
was alwayvs 10.1(1\ with an appropriate answer. Thus,
when some busvhody asked whether a friend of Iis was a
goad Calliolic, the reply was, ©No hetter man, hut a
child could beat L al fasting.”””’

There are nunierous gaod “dories tu the boolk.  One
of the Best relates 1o a e who, heing abont to set up
house o one of the islands of the west, emploved the
local boutman Lo convey his furniturve and effects fronn
When the boat, heavily laden, was
Wowine (::11]()([1L}' {oul

the mainland.
approaching  the jetty. the fe
place:
‘TTave you got it all thm‘u‘
“ We have ver honor.
‘But \\'hm(‘ < the crand Inmn "
* Qure, we're lowing it behiud.’

rat ¥’

Except on a Jew rare oceasions, including a visib
to Dartmoor—-where he began an astronomy leutlue to
the convicts with a Tuuny :.Lmv about a policeman who
prowised to * keep his eye on’’oan eclipse-—Sir Robert

invariably refused to lecture for nothing, Replying
to one applicant for his wee services, le wrote:—'1

u\rt;mliy do ollen fecture i Bogland, but then, it is
on hebail of a ceriain 11111110(1 lady with five
children, wie is solely dependent upon her liusband for

support.”
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(From our Christehurch correspondent.)
Adter devotions i the Cathedral on last Suuday
evermne, Mue, G ceneral secvetary and
sroeant=er of the

Hulcier,

Catlolie Federavon, addressed a large
trmber of the parishioners o the Llibernian Iall,

kieloy lent and
Chese present were the ey,
}11\1‘;;1‘;\', VoA and I,c;l];_;.
wirrl of the
Mo

‘rl o N

furtiashod Zor the oceasion. AlnD]lg
vo Ienedy, Rev, Fathers
Counetller J. R, Tlay-
Council) presided.
an the lines of his
v interestiug and
arty vole of thmll\s
ot teras by Mro ML
; | Roviety), which was
secnrnled b AT ML 0By e nad vieviad by aeelama-
11

(‘Hi'i('

Lilst el s ey s s
to the spealenr was

Covines ceoereiney

Al Gortre of the mectine was oa stirring
Tl s o b Coneedinge, oo visitor from
AT iree, v 2t vetivitiva o ihie Catholic Tederation
Pno Voo ienedl to with marked
paten

iix nsual meeting in

Lest Wednesday even-
e, and there were

[ cAdim, thon, freas-
TR . AW, F. Johuson,
e e refarvy. A large
ERTEIER T b nepdd o, and the

Qo ETEY RIS respeet Lo the list
N . T, v ru-‘_n"r{-;l 1110,1.11'(;-(1 Wis
Cilten vt ey orenort iselosed satis-
TR RN IS NN ST b dineese, Tn the

opointed out that i was
voeesihe 1o abe denrands of parish
) orranizer o visit thelr
as =ueh mrrangenients
e urotind in suflicient

el covering o

Uit s st oo it do ol dineeses where his
SV TerA S st 1 e e need of donations
Por toe Trestiiim 1Y crecind be the Federa-
thoon, ws sl was decided to write 1o the

ealnif

divecaan redutesting thene o forward  Cheir

aernized anela,
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T Gt do Reghy by Dooedin on Saturday,
Uriversity (3 potais) bewd Ziovact-Thelnmond (nil), Ports
Chalimers (4 peints) beat Unian (i), Other matehes
were absncdoned ewing to the inelumeney of the weather.
In the Asaoeiatiion contests, ek school Old Boys
plaved a drawn game with Ravenshonme {1 goal 0“]1)
Axtle Christinn Brothers coutd not mngter a full team
ther abaoclene:d thetr natels with Norvtlera. o

ST JOosEPH s PARRIETRS, DUNKDIN.

The =t .lnucl»h g, = Witdao and Cargill Read
Aeithodist harviers held o combined ron from the
Met hodist Schoolvonm, Wesley streel,  on Saturday
Afler the ron, the St J()v]sh ¢ ond St Kilda Clubs
were the cuests al tea of the Caraill TRoad Club, Cap-
tain (o Faerol R Joeseph sy and Captain Govan { St
Wilday thenked the Cargi’l Road Club for the enjoyable
tnue spent.




