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if natural things transcend it, what shall we say of
the supernatural?

None is so happy as a true Christian, none so
reasonable, none so virtuous, none so amiable,

ST. PHILIP NERI

(By J. Kerry, PaD.)-
(Conciuded from last week.)

In 15651, the Council of Trent sat for the sccond
period.  The Church  wus ‘growing ia vigor, more
capable than ever, and nwsre cflicient for the congests
still before her.  The middie of the sixteenth century
was full of clamor and Lloodsled all over Europe,  1ol-
land and France hud thelr share of it.  England, too,
had her baptism of blood: and England's vain efforts
to make Ireland DProtestant drove the * mere Irish’ out
of their ewn land in thousands 1o become apostles of
the faith in other conntries. Iluguenats and Calvinists
and gueux were making Listory vigorouslv.  But so was
the new Order of Jesuits, wind o, ton, was the Couneil
of Trent.

In 1351, Philip Neri was ordained priest. e left
the house of Caceia now and went to dwell at Sen
(leraleano defly Cucida with <ome other priests. From
the beginning of Lis =acevdota] (e bis puiding maxim
WaR Neaeerdae altor U hpiat s I faith, in charvity, his
new life became tue rellex of the Hte of Christ. Tn the
process of his canonisation we e told that he had to
exercise specital viditree (uing ihe celebration of [lely
Mass; Tor so vivid was his vesisadion of the oreal saeri-
fice that e was prone 1o Gl o eostasios and protract
it for hours,  Ow the altar bis tace <Lone with radiancee,
the consecration wasa neonent of rantuve. and the whole
Muass a miracle of forvee,

But i wis as o canfessor that thie divine aitributes
were ninst anantiest oo Philings e AL the love and
compassion of i Whoo do T Tast breath, prayed
for his executioners. Whoo, by Jacob’s Well, touched
the heart of the Sarmaritan, Who saucht in the case of
Magdalene  thu e nnywaters can ot
quench, pardows alls Whin vecvived the dyine thief, and
Who confounded the !\:\‘E:[J\‘L'Ll(“- whoo luad e pity for the
sinful worman, wus betore Phitin wheneyver e sat in
the tribunal of Penanee. Every morning he came to
his confesstonal 1 tie Onuren of San Giroiamo, and
remained there wsadiv il voon, e never seemed o
weary of it. Men aned wormen . vonne sond old, funocent
bO}‘S-and gil".:ﬁ‘ and haeedened sieners woere attracted to
him in lurge nismbers
means a greal reformation was taking place it the lives
af the pei")p‘:u nf Rone. Frovuent confeton wnd Cout-
munion had not been practised wp to lus tine, The
greatest. work of Dis il wis suresy that, doring forly-
five vears as o priest, lie taneht the people oo kuow the
height wnd the depth ol tie Tove of Christ as manifested
in the oreat saevaments or Penanee ard the Blessed
Tucharist.

Ar g lavewn, Photip Tecan Lo vreeaeh the Gospel
with a sanplicity sl a0 sweeluess suel as wenr with
Christ’'s own words: the same qualities marked  his
preaching as a priest. Tlelnchment Trom the world, the
beauty of virtue, the happiness of the good were his
favorite subjects. Frapercentibly his discourses ad-
ministered a powerfnl antidele (o the eontemporary
evils of society, [P+ neinisdry was a buening centre
radiating ehavity and lfervor theongh all prades of
Roman soclety, srowing in inleusity every yvear, and
hearing alnost ncredible ot

Readers will reenll hiow an tlustrious son of St.
Philip describes the peace and calm which flended the
soul of a convert on the day of his reception into the
Church, how he seemed like a ship that, after long
battling with the storms, had come to anchor in a tran-
quil harbor.  The first year of Philip’s priesthood was
@ period of great peace.  Tutb after its ealm there came
the storm. The lieart of man i1s an inscrutable abyss;
and now there were not wanting those to whom Philip’s
very goodness and winningness becdme nn offence and
a stumbling Dlock. A cerlain Vineenzo Teccesl and

‘\‘\'.ll'lf‘].
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two ex-religious begau to spread evil reports about the
Saint.  All the mean resources of small minds were
exhausted in their efforts to persecute him, and to im-
pede him in his work.  TFor two years this petty per-
secution went on.  Philip bove it in patience, embrac-
ing it as a cross and welcoming the humiliation it
entailed.  No complaiut escaped his lips, nor did he
pray to be delivered frem the trial from which he came
forth with the added glery of perfect self-conquest.

Interior temptations beset Lim about this time with
such fury, that he scemed 1o see the hosts of hell areund
him even on the altar.  Nor were exterior attacks on
hig virtue spared him. By the way of arduous con-
fliets and glorious victories the virtue of purity, which
had been conspiewous in his life as a layman, reached
a degree ahnost augelic in his ypriesthood. * His
virginal candor,” snvs Bacel, *shone in his countenance,
particularly in lils eyes, which even to the end of his
life remained so clear and resplendent that no artist
ever succecded in portraving them.’

In 1555, Paul IV, suceeeded the short-lived Mar-
cellus TL. on the Throne of Peter.  1n lis first pro-
nouncement he proclaimed himsell a reformer: We
promise and swear to do all in our vower to bring
about the reformaticn of the TUniversal Churceh and of
the Court of Rome”  The same vear saw an enlarge-
ment in Philip’s field of action. The rooms at San
Grrolanmo were now G wnall Lo hold his diseiples who
surraunded him ax w0 fonily around a beloved father.
They formerl a sert of =chool tnowhicl all the scholars
were penetrated with the spirit of the teacher, and all
hound together Lyt of stroug love. Tu thelr lives
they veflected the simple plety uf the Apostles,  Rieh
and poor, nebie and pleieian, wnited in one  grand
Christian brotherliond, net on equal terms as {ollowers
of =t. Piulir.  Ilts fire wiurmed themy and each in
his turn becane o foree (or cood in the Bternal City.
Now Hw}: bevan fo oo vl the :'il_\' u,lg'clher, and to
hold retnions i soce of the bircer churehes, especially
i tie Minerva, dear fo Phitin on account of his eold

assacialioys with the Demcntens ol San Maveo, In
this way the cond owork leine done hecaone more and
miore manite<t, el the Laonber of diseiples mereased
wonderinlly, Foe aiine e clrisbt the ldea of going
AL st N b e Tosdstens of Prancls Navier,
whose plovinas eath ad crowned o life of mar-
vellons zeal, Tir him povane e naed io read the letters
nfoSt FPraneis for Tas .\[:it".k.l.‘ui cutlaeen, ana grudually

the desire to Daitate e Avestie ol the Indies became w
fixed resolutiog. Arter taren delitberation and fervent
praver le sonchl tie advioe of Aagnstine Ghettini, a
Cistorcian noals, renowned Do varnine and sanctity.
Cheltint's miswer was; C Your lodies ave in Rome.’
The stinple worls were ull of ebt for Philip. He
revornised thas Lis work was at the centre of Chris-
tianity : that Nis tnission was o sow fhere seeds of virtue
and sty which would beav barvest throughout the
entive Catliolice world.

Ile now aldained permissinn to build over the nave
of =an Chrolamwa, a dittle elowen which he called © The
Oratory.’ There, datine from tie year 1558, his
dLsciplés—'—fl'm‘llgi. Modio, Barenius, Bordini, and Fucel

heeun under his gnidance to preach, though laymen.
The virlues, the lives of ihe saints, the lListory of the
Cliurel eave thew material for their discourses, which
were madelled on the same siuple lines as his own.
Every evenine thev met at the ‘Uratory, and seon to
]JT;[}'(“I‘ and }JI“(‘:ll'llil.‘Ll_{ they added mm'l.iﬁuatiu.n. Philip
always pat spivitunl mortification first . for 111}11 (‘(lﬂ.‘l]OI'al
severity  served merely asoa mieans 1o nm{n’tam the
supremiey of the will, and to keep the 1'9.11(':1’.10115 501888
in order. T ihink the keviote of his ascelic school was
the insislence ol the tmporfaues ol iute’riur spirituality.
1lis saying, that piety can hie covered with .t hree ﬁngers;
meant that ifs seal is in the brain: aright intention and
a will schooled to absolute ohedience,

Triests and laymen meb at the Oratory, and there
learned to serve God in gladness. A mmutual love hc:ld
them together under Philip’s pa.fnr'nnl direction. \Vh.lle
Protestantism was striving to bring about the separation
of priests and laity, Philip was welding them together
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