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were quite happy. Father Ryan is the name of this
fine priest. .

Private Percy King, of Warwick, writing from the
front, mentions the visit of an indefatigable English
priest ‘ who travels miles and miles to attend to the
spiritual wants of Catholics in the troops.’

EXPECTED CRISIS NEXT MONTII.

Mr. Hilaire Belloe, lecturing on the war to a
crowded audience in the Vietoria EHall, Exeter, on
March 13, said the Prussian armies crossed the Belgian
frontier on the same day and hour ay tley crassed the
French frontier in 1870. 1t was obviously supersii-
tious, but it was premeditated. Hince August the plans
of the enemy had been fundamentally changed. At the
beginning thelr plan was to hold up the Russian forces,
while on the west the French were rapidly destroyed.
They started ouf to accomplish it wilh vastly superior
forces, and caleulated rightly that Russia would not be
able to put morve than two million men i the field
twe and a half months. The conception which  was
widely spread in this country at the beginning of the
war that Russia controlled imnunerable hosts which
were going to be poured like n floed upon Gernuuny was
the conception of men who did not know what they were
tatking about: but it wus true that 11 the war went on
vear after vear Russia would be fivst as regarvds nom-
bers.  The whole story of the beoinning of the canmpiivn
wis the failure of Germany to erushe the France-Britizh
vesistance.  The Tact that every other large Gernmn
stratevie plan in the war had Gmled should havden on-
tookers against (he belief that they would take Warsaw,
and 1f e were o bettine man he woeald offer two (o one
that Warsaw would noi be taken by the Ist or June.
The Russian plan was 1o avord helng pushed back over
the Vistula until they esuld get equipnent and sop-
plies through the Davdanelles, or what were arow the
ice fields; and 1n the west the plan of the Al
wailt for the betler weather, whnvh weuld
advance possible, and for a grent teserve of maunitions
and men, and eventually wear down the Germnan forees,
The Allies” polley o0 atteition was going onoadb wlone
thie line.  Tu the westerae theaire Vhiere wonld T s
addition of ar least one awiliion e oo the =ude o the
Allles by the sunnmer, and Hussia woulid very Hlely
havoe two million nipre.
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What had the cnemy to pa
against that ! Ie «dvubted whether Germany had -
other million nen Gy train aud put o the feld uniess
she weakened lerself milvariiv, The Germans coubl
not run their malitary noachine witic mach Tess G two
million efficients kept Trom the aruy for mibitary work.
M. Belloe enumerated various causes which would lead
towards @ crists in June, when lie thoughi the effeet of
the blockade would begin to he sevevely folt. Unless
the enemy wob a decision iu the cast and came back and
gol a decision in the west witlin the comparatively ried
period of ten or twelve weelis they wonkd have Tost the
campaign.

AN ANGLICANY ON THE CHURUCITIN BELGTUTM,

Last week in referring to the bitter atfack wmade
on the Cathoelics of Beleium at @ meeling of the Clap-
ham and Wandsworth branches of the Women's Pro-
testant Union in the Northeote vead Baplist Churelr,
we (fatholic Times) satd it 15 1o owonder that Protes-
tantism is held b contempt gon the Continent. 1t 1%
pleasant to be abile 1o quote the words of an Anu_iwun
in reply to the bigoted crities. I the last wsne of the
Churele Times a writer who had had personal experience
in Belgium gives his opinion of the work done there by
the Catholic clergy. On the whaole it Is exceedingly
favorable. The Belghun priest, ho tells lis readers,
wnderstands the lives and sympaihises with the lot of
his people as few Anglican elerpymwen can de, and he
considers that, at his best, the Delgian P.1. is perbaps
the most edifying specimen of a parish priest that can
be found. ‘The Belgian priest, in town or country,
sffirms the writer in summing up his impressions, ' well
deserves to be called the father of his people, and no

class of citizens has come out in & finer light during the
war. Nor must it be forgotten that Belgium, though
the Government is Catholic, is Liberal in the best sense;
for all religions communities, Roman Catholics, Jews,
Angiicans, Lutherans, ete., arc subsidised by the State
in propertion to thenr membership.’  The fact is that
there 1s no nration in the world in which, prior to the .
war, the condition of the people was at a higher level
morally and industrially.

LBELGIAN STUDENTS MOBILISED.

One of the first results of the Rayal Decree which
has been signed by the Wing of the Belgians is (writes
In0 Qo the mobtlisation of the ecclesiastical students
of the diocese of Thruges.  Most of them had fled to
Fngland together with their fellow-countrymen of the
devastated parts of Flanders.  The Rev. A. Legrand,
the spiritual director of 1he Seminavy at ]h‘ugeg, lad
Just sueceeded in wathering them together and placing
them i a house secnred {hrvouvh the goud offices of thz
Bishop o Portsinouth, Now, however, they are all
Lonnd fo Be at the Dront Ty the 15th of April, They
leit Portsmowthe on the #th Lo spend a few days in
Retreat it Tholv Rood Honsge, i Londnn, preparatory
to thetr departuee on the 18h. This is just one cther
proot, sy were needed, that Telghun s prepared to
give all she can i the present siveeele, with which she
i Hv wn fiicl voneerned. The Reverend Diree-
pravers for those youns wen, whose
preiseeinl prenosation Tor viee sgnetuary bas been thus
1([.!1-1_\ ir:l(-[‘:'ulfuwl. ’
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;\_ Proteatant chinplom it frout, writing in the

Pieeoss ceve s The shoest entive lgnerance of
i af b clements of relicion, the
rlar commuuicants, is
v Vi nolie soldier knows at
fer o Rosary to help him to
EERE thoveat fooeet bl 4 priest; he
e Cloreennnion o tatke his eonfession.  He
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. or o hipied unrelerstaneds about re-

H e, gt Jresenee ol the unseen

ey o wnnts pd e ar poor Tommy, not
vt sy Tivede of s own, but from our negleet, is quite
Ulesbaeiigi- el st ol his as ¢oroalitv, Someone wrote

toete the cibeee e these words s o This war should make
el namhood Do the Clineel of 4he future. Men
cannot five by the Frenelr churehes for nothing,  Their
A meant that this great
vrderlies, doctors,
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b oy, Teeling aoneed for relicion, as they must, in the
sl g evitieal experienee, will ask themselves
“Dees Anghicanizin zive us what these Catholic Allies
of ours find 1 their religion? ITere we hiave churches
cratmmed dav by dav o with Roman Catholies doing just
the sune work as we are douy. They find time to
yray, oomake fheir eonfeszions and Conmmunions. \Vhy
do ot wo ! Why doowe not wanb these things?
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Pis Tiodiness Tope Benedict XV, has appeinted the
Thom, Thamas Haoghes, ML 1LC., a Knight Commander
ot tho Ovder of =t Mr. Hughes, who was
H2 vears ol are on April 14, was borir in Bydney, and
cdueated al . fie 1= a solicitor
by profession, asions he was Lord Mayor
of Svdney,
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T eanna’ leave the avld folks now,
1'd better “hide a wee,
Tad’s gob a cold, and Muam’s not well,
And pipes the ither e'e.
111 gang doon to the corner store
For Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure,
And Mum and Dad will ‘ greet’ no more.
Aye—they’ll be richt for sura.
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