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DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(By telegraph, from our own correspondent.)
April 12.

The winter socials, which were eminently successful
last year in Si. Benedict’s, are to be again inaugurated
this season. Rev, Father Forde has called a meeling
this week with that object.

News by mail brought the sad news of the death
of Mrs. Noyle, sister of the Very Rev. Chancellor 1lul-
breok. The deceased lady, her husband, and family,
came out to Auckland some time ago, but later on
returned to Ireland. The deceased leaves five voung
children. Much svmpathy is felt for Father llol-
brook.—R.I.P.

The uews of the elevation to the vank of Moensignor
of the Ven. Archpriest Walshe, Westport, gave genuine
pleasure to many old resideuts here, because it was to
Auckland diocese Monsignor Walshe fivst came, and here
he was ordained priest by Auckland’s first Bishop
(Right Rev. Dr. Pompallier), the late Monsignor
O'Reilly being ordained at the same time. Monsignor
Walshe may vest assured his old Aueckland friends join
with his own faithful parvishioners in heartily  con-
gratulating him on bis deserved distiuction.

Thrce Redemptorist Missiuners {Very Roev., Fatler
Roche, Rev. Father O'Sullivan, and Rev. Father
Kelly) arrived trom Wellington on Saturday moraing,
and commenved a three weeks” mission at the Cathedreal
on Sunday atler the eleven oelock Mass. The spening
sermon was preachod by Father Roclie, who dealt with
the great spirttual benelits and lastine good  which
would result from the sston. La the evening the
Cathedral  was crowded,  when  Father  O'=ualiivan
preached, and in the course of bis disenurse intoressed
en his hearers the Doportaeee of saving their souls,
There will he Masees every niorning and slore bnsteue-
tlons ab =ix mwd nine o clock, and devotions and sevmen
each week ulvit at hadl-past seven o'ciock . The e -
bers of the Contraternity of the iloly Fandiv verervad
Holv Comuunion on =wnday o the Cathesdbrad e
t:{lﬂ_\' .\T;l‘-‘.-‘, velobirnield 5!_\' \Vt'l‘}' Bev, Father Boehe

CATHOLICS IN THE UNITED STATESZ

-
There are 160,300 310 Catiiolics 1 the Untted States,
ZL{'COI‘C[IUI}__: to the oflndie /Jufeffu:"','_ Tl iTnerease 11
the number of Cathislies durine the vear 90D atoounts
to 241,325, Forty-fowr dinceses repory inereases in the
Catholic popriation, forty avehdiaeses and  dioceses
made no chauvee in the population fimwre, and fifteen
dioceses show decreases, aithoush three of the fifteen
showing decreases have given up territory for the esiab
lishment of tue two new diocesez of B Pasooand Sno-
kane, i
Some puthoriies quoting Catholic stallstios nsuaily
deduct 15 per cent. for cinldren and infants, elatnine
that only communicants should be counted. The im-
pression 1z created, therefore, that Cathohie statistices
are ex: rated.  The editor of the freiory clatns
that instead of belue over-estimated, the Cathelic <talis-
ties are under-estimated, and that the figures 16,307 310
are very conservative.  According o the editor, at
least 10U ver cent. ought to be added Tor iloating”
Cathiolie population of which no record can be kepl.
The popalation statisties are alwavs the most -
portant feature, showing as they <o the strides made
by the Cathiolic Chureh in the United Sates. Looking
back ten vears, 1t is found by comparing the Defory
of 1905 swith the 1ssue for 1915 that theve has been an
increase of 3,846,517 in the number of Cathelies. Going
back Lwenty vears, it is seen that there has heen an
increase of 7.281.445 during the past two decades.
There are 18,991 Catholie clersy in the Tnited States.
Of these 14,008 are secular and 4986 are priests of reli-
gious Qrders.  The increase 1 the number of priests
during the past yvear is shown {o he 420,
Tooking aver the list of churehes, one finds that
there have heen 310 Catllic ¢hurches established dur

ing the past year. There are 9883 churches with resi-
dent priests and 5078 churches without resident priests,
or, in other words, mission churches attended by a
neighboring pastor. The fireciory further shows that
there arve 85 ecclesiastical seminaries, with 6770 young
men studying for the priesthood. There are 229-col-
leges for boys and 680 academies for girls. Further-
more, there are 284 Catholic orphan asylums, with*
45,742 orphans therein.

RECOLLECTIONS OF MONSIGNOR BENSON

The ('vruhidl for February has an interesting article
on svme early memories of the late Monsignor Robert
[lugh Benson by Mr. Archibald Marghall, an intimate
friend and feilow-student at Trinity College, Cambridge
(writes the London cerrespondent of the Melbourne
Al vacate)., On his first appearance at Cambridge,
Mousivnor Benson looked like a schoolboy, with a
tangled mop of fair hair, quick, stammering speech, and
a shy but attractive manner.  But even at this very
carly period his thoughts were {urnéd towards Rome,
for Mv. Mavshall rememberg heaving him say one day,
when they were discussing their future:— 1 would like
to be a Cardinal,” 1t was & very ambitious aspiration,
but had he been spared, he might have realised it.
When he was so sadly and prematurely cut off in the
prine of las powers & few weeks ago, Monsignor Benson
was cortatnly one of the most prominent and picturesque
fizures In I‘:‘HA‘_’HS}I Catholivizm, and his bovish dream of
a red hal vealty Tooked like an intelligent anticipation,
and approuchine actuality en the ecclesiastical horizon.
While still an undergratoate st Cambridge, Monsignor
Benson wrote o counde of novels, one in colluboration
witic M. Maralinll and the other entively by himself,
Netther of tlhen has su far appeared in oprint, but M.
Murshinll <till possesses the manuseript of the first.  He
does not think mueh of this early Juvenile experiment
h fietien, althourh he allows ihat it

CContais a0 Few Gleams of Ohservation,”
M Maoshall =avs voune Benzon abways felt under a
i ¢ 1o he doing something with
& faner on he ploneed deeply uta life, and his
craftetnanshop Bured itsell o b knowledge”  Une very
clover thing vonng Bonson wrote at Cammbridge was a
pocnt D die stvle of Pope entitled - A Seandal in High
Lite. and published in one of the University comic
g s, [t satirtzed a prank played by a group of
nable and aristocradic undewraduates, which got them
fnto tromble with both the academic aud civie authori-
ties Young Denson’s pocnt areused considerable in-
terest ad amusenient. “1t owas,” sayvs My, Marshall,
Cremarkabivowell written, and its thinly-veiled points
wore =n sharp that they aroused the ire of one of the
gentlemen eoncerned, who made determined efforts to
dizeover the anthor, but without success.”  In due course
vonine enson reecived ordination as an Anglican minis-
Ter at the bands of his father, the Archbishop of
Canterhury, and proceeded 1o work as a missionary in
the rlem,vll\'—pn;mlnlL\d FKast. BEud of London, After-
wards e boenme o oeurate at Kemsing, a picluresque
Keuntish villave, where Mr. Marshall was also living,
anel so they repewed their old University acquaintance-
ship. 1 was at Kemsing {hat Father Maturin, then
@ famous Hich Chuwrelr preacher, now a well-kuown
London Catholic privst, conducted a retreat that proved

solt of tmperions neeessity

A Turning-peint in the Spiritual Life of Benson.
SO all the preachiers T have ever heard,” says Mr. Mar-
<hall, Fathor Matarin was at his best the most c_apable
of hedding his hearers’ altention, and he was at his very
hest then. e sat in a chair on the chancel steps a.‘nd
talked, and T for one hardly took my eves off Iam.
Hueh Benson was just as deeply ‘impressed. But 'he
was not at all prepared to aveept tne advanced doctrine
that was uncompromisingly put before ns.? Of course,
he did eventually, but at this time he had not 'logt.
faith in the Chureh of England as * keeping her authori-
talive course, as [ar removed from Romanism on the




