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American papers also throw a somewhat fuller light
on the means by which Germany proposed to make good
her so-called blockade of British coasts. . The informa-
tion is conveyed in the text of the German Government's
reply—published in full in the American press—to the
American protest against the terms of the war zone
decree issued by the former on February 4. Wheu that
proclamation was made, the public mind in this country
ran mastly to the thought of submarines. The German
Note referred to, however, places miost of the stress
upon mines as the effective © blockading ’ agent. * Act-
ing from this point of view,” it says, ‘the German
Admiralty proctaimed a naval war zone, whose limits
it exactly defined.  Germany, so far as possible, o/
seel: to close this wer zope with mines, and will also
endeavor to destrey hostile merchant vessels in every
other way. While the German Govermment, In takivg
action hased upon this overpowering point of view,
keeps itself far removed from all intentional destruction
of neutral lives and property, on the other liand, it
does not fail to recognise that, from the action tu be
taken against Great DBritain, dangers arise which
threaten all trade within the war zone without dis-
tinction. This is « nabural resulé of wine warfure,
which even under the strictest observance of the limns
of international law, endangers everv ship approaching
the mine arca. Again and again the Nole warns
neutral shipping that the only hope of zafety iz 1o keep
away from the ~war zoue.” " The Goriman Govern-
ment,’” it continues, " considers itself entitled to hope
that all neutrals will acquiesce in these measures, as
they have done in ihe case of the grievous dumies
inflicted upoun them by British measures. . . . o
view of the [act that Germany gave the fivat proa) of
her good will in fixing a tiwe Hmit of not less than four-
teen davs before the execution of said measures, = that
neutral shipping mizht have an opportunity of oeking
arrangcments lo avold threatening <danger, this ean
most surely be achieved by remaining away frone the
naval war zone. Neutrad vessels which, desnite i
ample neotice, which greatly affects the achicvement of
our aims in our war avainst Creat Britain, cnter these
closed waters, will themselves bear the responsibility
for any unfortunate aceidents that may coeeur, (v
many disclaims all responsihility for <uch aecudents ani
their consequences” And acamm osavs:  Gen
would be particulariy praterul 0 the United 51
would urgently tecommend to ats mervchant vess
avoid the HBritish naval war zoue.” BUoeaw welt e
that this repeated tatk of the wholesale wse of mines
and these urcent exhorvtalinns (o keep away from ihe
war zone, are verv largelv in the nature of biul,
for the purpose of frightening neutvals from continning
their trade with Britain. Tut fov whaiever =ueh
utterances are worth, there thev are. in the officinl
document.
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The Note affords striking and unmistakable ovie
dence of the extent to which Germany is now Teeling
the economic pinch. There arve repeated and -
disguised references to the fact that her overseas foond
supply is now almoest completely ent off. amd o th
grave danger of starvation which that entails, It may
be that the numerous peace * Teelers ™ that are a markerd
feature of several pro-German Amervican papers thud
lie before us are an ouleomme of these refovences, [t
is a truism to say that every senaible person desives
peace ; and provided it he the right kind ol pesce, i
cannot come a dav oo soon. O The peace which the
Holy Father inviles us fo implove from Gaod,” said
Cardinal Ametic, in a recent pasgtoral, “is the sweet
and lasting peace which, according to the words of the
oly Book, is the work of justice: the peace which
supposes the trimmph and the 1'Qig11 of rig]_it.’ And [or
that peace—the anly genuine and enduring peace——we
may all most hearlily and sincevely pray.

We have to thank Messrs. Wilkie and Co.‘, Dun-
edin, for a copy of an excellent war map, showing the
scene of operations in Turkey.

Notes

——————
Getting Even

There i1s a good story in currency in English
papers just now which, if it be not true, certainly ought
lo he. It is of a French Minister visiting a French
military hospital, in which two Parisians occupied two
neighburing cots.  The Minister asked Parisian No. 1
how he was.  * [e are making slight progress,” was
the cheerful reply. The Minister, with a smile, turned
to the second wounded man, whose recovery was slow.
“And how are you? he asked. * Nitwation unchanged,
was the soldier’s reply in a feeble voice. * Nothing new
to report.” This time the Minister laughed outright,
and cleerfully admitted that the joke was against him.

Pointed Pars

American papers continue to have their little jokes
o the subject of the war, and some of their pen pricks
ave =ufficiently to fhe point.  llere are some of the
latest -

Spades arve trunps in the European war game,—
Wddd Street dournaf.

Turkey is wow in a positien to issue the bluesk
al bine hooks. - ffoustor (Clironiclr.

It seems as though those hundred wvears of peace
bad been celelrated just in time.— Boston Transeript.

Clxocwvilization a discase T asks a bighbrow pro-
fessors 0101t =0 Burvope s fast eradicaling it.— A aises
Ut Soenal

The riew election laws in China fix the Presidential
ternt w1 ten vears, or indefinitely,  There’s a one-term
prung that evenr Woodrow Wilvon could subscribe to.-—
fosian Franseripl,

The pessimistically inelined whe bave been erying
thar Christianity is o failuve might wait until it las
ey Lybed e Ul nnegtoon Plast .
T with Colonel HBryan's overtures of
pedes 1= that the other nations do not seem to be able
T eatedt the tane.-- N/ Louis &' olie Denmaerat,

There s sone eonsolation in the reflection that after
the war seme of those medieval European eities can use
Ui trenehes for sabways and sewer systems,— Boston
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DBIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

s Lordsbip Bishop Verdon and the Very Rev.
Father Cotfev, Adm., who had been in Christehurel
weciatliie ol the obsequies of the late Bishop Grimes,
retirned e Dunedin on Saturday.

O St Patrick’s Day there took  place at St
Doinie’s Priovy the ceremony of reception, at which
Mizs Mary Ellen Dillan (Teelandd, in religion Sister
Mary Peter Claver, received the holy habit of the
Uhecler. 1is Lordship Bizhop Verdon officiated, and
wir- as<ished by Rev, Father Buckiey. Amongst those
present were Very Hev. Father O Dennell (Gore), Very
ov, Wather Colfev, Adm.. Rev, Father BEdge, Rev.
Fathiers Liston, Morkane, M.A., Collins, and Scanlan
(1olv Uross College), Tobin and TFaleoner (Gouth Dun-
ediny, several students of 1Toly Cress College, and the
friends and relatives of the newly received Sister,

There was a crowded meeting in the Town TIall,
Sauth Dunedin, ou Tuesday evening, when the congre-
cation of St Pairick’s Basilice assembled to say good-
bye to the Rev. Father D. O'Neill, who was recently
transrerred to Tnvercargill. During the evening, Mr. J. J.
Marlow, on behalf  of  the congregation,  presented
Father O Neill with an ilwninated address and a purse
of soverelens.  Owing Lo pressure on OUr space we have
been obliged to hold over a full report of the presenta-
tion until onr next issue.

An enjeyable entertainment in aid of the St. Clair
stall at ihe forthcoming St. Patrick’s School bazaar,
Soulb Dunedin, was given in the Town Iall, South
Dunedin, on Triday evening, when there was a very
good attendance. The first part of the programme con-




